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PREFACE. 


— ♦<>* 

Tukuk would not under any cireumsianccs lx; any j^roat 
ocaision I'or sayiii" nnieh by way of Preface to this 
book, and the occasion becomes all the less tbrou}i[h 
my bavin" put a few introdtictory remarks to the 
several sections of the work. The reader will ivadily 
j)erceive that the life-work of Dante Rossetti is hero 
considered in two branches: — (1) his Paint in}j;s and l)e- 
si"ns, to which the Tabular List of Works of Art serves 
as an Ap|)endix ; and (^) his Writin"8, supplemented hy 
an Index of Writings, ami also by the ])rose paraphrase 
of 77/c /loifKi’ of l, f\ Mine is a book of memoranda 
and of details; perhaps some readers will ])refer to siiy, 
“of shreds and patches.'* The materials were authori- 
tativ(‘ and mostly in iny own liaifUs, and it may fairly 
be averred that no one else can have at his command, 
at the present time, any the* like ipiantity of materials 
out of which a similar book could Ik* constructed. 
Such bein" the case, I have thou"ht it well to turn 
to account, in the interest of my brother’s memory, tin* 
matter which lay under my control. As to the use 
made of it, I will only add that I view with some 
re"rct the very frecpient mention of prices charjjed and 
paid ; for the works themselves, and their int(.*llectual, 
arti»tic, or j)ersonal associations, iiiterest me more than 
any (juestion of prices, and I should like to consult the 
tasti of reaaers who regard the affair in the same light ; 
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but a professional man aets professionally, and prices 
are not unnaturally debated or recorded in his corre- 
spondence, and I reproduce such details as I find, 
whether on this or on other topics. 

Though the present is the only volume which I have 
yet issued regarding my brother, there are some other 
minor performances of mine relating to him wliich it 
may he excusable here to specify. Since his death in 
18S:J I have compiled (1888) the Catalogue of his Ite’~ 
maifiing IForks sold at Christie^s, and have written 
(188 1) three articles in the Art Journal named Notes 
on Rossetti and his IKorks; the Preface and Notes 
(18S()) to the edition of his Collected Works; and three 
articles (1888 and 1881)) in the Magazine of Art on 
Portraits of liosselti. Several details which appear in 
these various writings miglit naturally, if not already 
|iublished there, have found a place in the i)reseut 
volume. 

It seems more incumbent upon me to advert to what 
I have not done in this book than to what I hare done. 
I have not attem])te(f to write a biographical account of 
my brother, nor to estimate the range or value of his 
]X>wers and performances iii tine art and in literature. I 
agree with those who think that a brother is not the 
proper person to undertake work of this sort. An out- 
sider can do it dispassionately, though with imperfect 
knowledge of the facts ; a friend can do it with mastery, 
and without much undue bias ; but a brother, however 
eipiitably he may address himself to the task, cannot 
perform it so as to secure the prompt and cordial assent 
of his readers, llis praise will only pass muster ^as a 
brother's praise ; and his dispraise, even if extreme and 
pushed to the point of captiousness, keeps the taiflt of 
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consanguinity. It runs more chance of being censured 
as unkind than of being frankly aceepte'd as impartial. 
My decided imdination therefore is not to put myself 
forward, now or hereafter, as the biographer of my 
brother; nor as the critic, still less as the direct p^ue- 
gyri^t, of his works. I do not even attem))t to describe 
them otherwise than in a very brief and restricted way. 
In a spirit of intimate knowledge of what he was and 
what he did, I undertake to present, a. syn()])sis of his 
works in art and in literature, based upon certain 
materials which my familiarity with the whole subject 
enables me to amplify and illustrate on occasion. If 1 
bad not a deep regard for Dante Rossetti's mmuory, 1 
should show myself ‘'no mon' worthy to be called" 
his brother; but, whatever my own IVading, I leave it 
to the mlmircrs and students of his career, or if need 
be to those who regard it with more seviaity tlian 
sympathy, to form their own judgment both of his 
j)erformances and of this contribution to a more precise 
accpiaintance with them. 

W. M. Rossmi. 


London, Fcbrnni'ij 1 SStl. 
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?.\TNTIN'(iS AND DliSIGNS. 




•ftat« Centra! Library. 
Govt of We*t Beng*» 

14.A. 6. T. lto^.Ctkut«-TOOOS* 


DANTE GABRIEL ROSSETTI 

AS 

DESIGNER AND WRITER. 

On examining the correspondence of my brother Dante 
Rossetti — the letters addressed to him, and those which 
he himself addressed to members of his family, and to 
his friends Ford Madox Brown and George Rae, along 
with some drafts of his lettcn's to other persons — I find 
a considerable mass of details regarding his pictures and 
designs, and his literary work. The details could hardly 
be recorded in a more authentic form than in these 
letters of concurrent date. I propose therefore to throw 
together, into something approachii^g to a consecutive 
narration, the various particulars which I Imve thus 
collected — or rather I should say^ the more salient and 
substantial particulars out of a miscellaneous rnulfitude. 
I am aware that it is possible to be entertaining in any 
performance of this sort, and possible to be graphic 
— and very possible to be neither the one nor the other. 
My own forte perhaps is not the entertaining nor tin? 
graphic; in default of these valuable (pialities, I may 
at least endeavour to compile with care and fulne-ss, and 
to present the results with precision and perspicuity. 
From ^personal knowledge and reminiscence I shall be 
abje here amj there to eke out a detail, or supply a 
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missing link : but in the main I shall not seek to travel 
•beyond the record^ nor to enter into subjects, however 
relevant, which do not appear upon the face of the do- 
cuments with which I undertake to deal. It should be 
premised that the bulk of correspondence which my 
brother left behind him was only a fragment of what 
had passed through his hands during life ; on more 
occasions than one he must have destroyed the entire 
stock, with very few exceptions, of letters in his pos- 
session : from 1864 onwards, or more especially from 
about 1871, they remain comparatively copious. 

I propose to make one principal division in my 
treatment of the subject — the division between details 
concerning pictures and designs, and details concerning 
poems or other writings ; and within each of these 
sections I shall proceed under headings of the succes- 
sive years, although every now and then I may continue 
writing about some particular work irrespectively of the 
date-intervals. The former section, tliat of pictures 
and designs, is much the fuller of the two; as the 
reader who bears ^n mind that my brother was pro- 
fessionally a painter, not a man of the literary calling, 
will be well prepared to expect. 

I add here a very few personal particulars, simply 
as memorarida for guidance and reference. Gabriel 
(Uiarles Dante Rossetti, who from 1850 or thereabouts 
called himself Dante Gabriel Rossetti, was the son of 
Gabriele Rossetti, a political exile from the Neapolitan 
kingdom, and of Frances Mary Lavinia (Polidori), an 
Englishwoman of parentage Italian (Tuscan) on the 
father^s side. He was born in London on 12th May 
1828, Gabriele Rossetti was Professor of Italian in 
King^s College, London, and subsisted by teaching his 
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language j iu letters he was known as a patriotic poet, 
and as a speculative commentator upon Daniels writings,, 
and upon other kindred branches of literature. Dante 
Gabriel had an elder sister, Maria Francesca (who died 
in 1870), and a younger brother and sister, William 
Michael and Christina Georgina. lie was educated in 
King^s College School, which he cpiitted in or about 
1813 to study as a ])ainter, be(*oming a student in the 
Antique School of the Iloyal Academy, and afterwards 
benefiting from the friendly guidance of the painter 
Ford Madox Brown. In ISIS he associated himself 
vvitli three rising artists — William Holman Hunt, John 
Everett Millais, and Thomas Woollier — in founding the 
so-called Prieraphaelite Brotherhood, with a view to a 
reform or re-development of art. There were three 
other members of the Brotherhood, Frederic George 
Stephens, James Collinson,,and William Michael Bos- 
setti; Colliuson seceded after a while, and Walter 
Howell Deverell filled his place. llossetti exhibited 
his first oil-j)icture. The Girlhood of Virgin y in 

1819; he soon afterwards resol to withhold his 
works from exhibition altogether. In 1860 he married 
Elizabeth Eleanor Siddal, daughter of a Sheffield cutler 
she died in 1802. Rossetti, who had already made 
some mark as a poet by compositions printed in The 
1850, and in The Oxford and Canilj ridge 
Magazine y towards 18.50, published his first volume, the 
translations named The Early Italian FoeU, in 1801; 
in 1870 appeared the volume EoeniSy and in 1881 
the same volume with some modification of its con- 
tents, land the Ballads and Sonnets, He died on 
9th A^ril 1882, at Birchington-on-Sea, near Margate. 
rUe final stag;# of his disease w^ uraemia ; but insomnia 
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dating from about 1867, and consequent abuse of 
♦chloral as a soporific, were the root of the evil. At 
Birehington he lies buried, under a figured Irish cross 
rponument designed by Madox Brown. 


PAINTINGS AND DESIGNS. 

1843 . 

This was, I think, the year in which Dante Rossetti 
left school, and entered a drawing academy ; it was the 
academy in Queen Street, Bloomsbury, known as Sass^s, 
but kept at this time by Mr. F. S. Cary, an oil-painter 
of moderate attainment, son of the well-reputed trans- 
lator of Dante^s Commedia. Rossetti was a member 
in 1843 of some sketching club, I cannot remember 
who his colleagues may have been — presumably other 
students in the sam# drawing-school ; certainly not any 
of the remarkable young artist-students with whom he 
afterwards became associated in the Prieraphaelite move- 
ment, for these onl}’' became known to him after he had 
passed from Caryls to the antique school of the Royal 
Academy. In July he made for the sketching club a 
design of the Death of Alarmiony and two designs, from 
Goldsmith^s Deserted Ullage ^ of the old soldier re- 
counting his battles to the parson. One of these latter 
he regarded at the time as his most finished, and perhaps 
his best, pen-and-ink design. His next subject for the 
club was to be a parting of two lovers; this he treated 
in August in six varying compositions, o In th^ same 
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month he drew, from Js You Like It^ Orlando and 
Adam in the Forest^ and also the Death of Virginia,^ 
The latter subject did not inspire him to original inven- 
tion, so he borrowed (I should fear, contrary to the rules 
of the club) the composition which he found in a series 
of lithographed subjects from Roman history by an old 
family friend, Filippo Pistrucci, brother of the celebrated 
medallist. These subjects by Pistrucci are generally 
well invented and composed, though of no high mark in 
point of execution. It fell to Rossetti to fix the next 
subject for design ; he selected, from Byron’s Siege of 
Corfnt/iy Minotti firing the train of gunpowder. I can 
still recollect something of this last-named drawing, 
which was mainly in outline; and remember that in 
this instance also he recurred, for some of his accessory 
figures or groupings, to the Pistrucci lithographs, 
although the composition as a whole was his own. 

Walter Scott, I may here take occasion to observe, 
was, along with Shakespeare, one of the very earliest 
])oets in whom my brother delighted ; Byron came a 
little later, and for a while reigned supreme. Shelley 
he read with enthusiasm in 1841, but he had probably no 
knowledge of him in 1 843. ^f|erwards followed Mrs. 
Browning, Tennyson, and, eclipsing all predecessors for 
some years. Browning. Towards 1840 Bailey^s Festns, 
and from a rather earlier date Keats, also ranked with 
the highest. The poems of Dante were not (contrary to 
a prevalent supposition) impressive to my brother in 
mere boyhood. It can hardly, I think, have been earlier 
than 1 844 that he looked into them with serious atten- 
tion or awakened admiration ; they then at once rooted 
deeply and germinated rapidly in his mind. 

|he ab^ve, proper to the year 1843, is the only 
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record I have by me o£ the boyish period of my brother's 
^rt. We next come to 

1848 , 

before the middle of which year the Praeraphaelite move- 
ment had already been fairly started in the minds and 
practice of its founders, and Rossetti was working as a 
professional painter at his first oil-picture. This was the 
now somewhat celebrated work The Girlhood of Mary 
Firgin, He exhibited it in 1819 in the Free Exhibition, 
Hyde Park Corner ; Millais and Hunt appearing at the 
same time in the Royal Academy with their first Prse- 
raphaelite works — Keats^s Isabella, and Rlenzi swear- 
ing Revenge over his BroiheFs Corpse. This was, I think, 
literally my brother's first oil-picture ; having only been 
preceded by a subject begun, but never nearly com- 
pleted, on a good-sized canvas, to be entitled Retro me 
Sathana, representing, as a mediieval-costumed group, an 
aged ecclesiastic, a youthful lady, and the fiend. The 
Girlhood of Mary was commenced, though not finished, 
prior to the oil-portrait of our father, also a work of 
1848. Of this portrait I find the artist’s own judgment 
recorded at a much later date, perhaps 18(11, He terms 
it ^‘a funny piece of painting, but no doubt considerably 
though not perfectly like.^^ It was painted for his 
godfather, Mr. Charles Lyell, of Kinnordy, an elegant 
Dantesque scholar, and is now the property of Mr. 
Leonard Lyell. On August 20th Rossetti wrote that 
he had made one study for the colour of his symbolic 
picture, and was then essaying a second ; he had also 
made a nude study for the figure of St. Anna. By 
November 22nd he had painted this saint’s headpinto 
the picture \ it was done from our mother, a^d is indeed^ 
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very accurate likeness of her at her then age of forty- 
eight. The Girlhood of Mary Virgin (my brother par- 
ticularly objected to the inclination which some people 
evinced to call it The Edncatlon of the Virgin is a 
canvas inches tall, containing four figures — the 
Virgin, her mother and father, and a girl-ang*el — also 
the dove, symbolizing the Holy Ghost. The dominant 
idea is that the Virgin advances in purity and virtue, 
until, at the appointed moment, she becomes fit to be 
the Bride and the Mother of Deity. Thus she is re- 
presented embroidering from a lily (emblem of purity) 
set up upon six volumes, each inscribed with the name 
of a special virtue. Two sonnets were written to ex- 
hibit this idea. As the St. Anna was painted from 
our mother, so was the Mary painted from our sister 
Christina, 

Other artistic scdiemes were going on concurrently. 
On August 28th Rossetti sat up all night, and made, 
from li p.m. to 6 a.m., an outline of Coleridge \s 
Genevieve — certainly the best thing I have done,^^ 
as he wrote at the time. It repre^sented the lute-play- 
ing lover and his lady, was given to Mr. Coventry 
Patmore, and appeared in the^Rossetti Exhibition at the 
Burlington Club in iSSd. He also re-designed The 
Death of Marmion about the same date, and made out 
the composition — an extensive and ambitious one — from 
a SQUg^ in Browning^s drama Pipjm Passes, This he 
called Ilisty said Kate the Queen ; the subject being 
the queen seated among her maidens and tire-women, 
her attention aroused by the song which her enamoured 
page is singing in an opening apirt. The watercolour 
of tWs composition is extant, dated 1851 ; the oil-paint- 
ing jvas beg^in, but never nearly finished. 
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1860. 

The Girlhood of Mary Virghiy and its successor, 
Ecce Ancilla Domini (the Annunciation), had now been 
completed and exhibited. Following these, another oil- 
painting was undertaken, with a landscape background, 
which, according to the severe (and I think highly salu- 
tary) Praeraphaelite rule of that period, was to be faith- 
fully and assiduously painted on the spot. I cannot 
remember what was the intended subject of this new 
picture. Late in the summer or early in the autumn of 
1850 my brother went down to Sevenoaks, found a back- 
ground which he regarded as suitable, made a sketch 
of it, and in due course painted it on to the canvas. 
Holman Hunt was there at the same time, executing 
in Knole Park the landscape of his picture (from the 
Two Genflemen of Verona) Sylvia Rescued hy Valentine 
from Proteus, Rossetti^s background was a sylvan 
scene of a somewhat mournful aspect. For some reason 
or other, which I cannot well deline to myself, my 
brother, after paintii^ this portion of the background, 
laid the canvas aside, and could not be got to resume 
work upon it ; the thing ^’emained untouched for some 
twenty years. Finally, he took it up again, painted as 
its subject-matter a group of girls dancing al fresco^ 
gave it the title of The Bower Meadow^ and sold it to a 
firm of picture-dealers for a very handsome amount in 
the summer of 1872 — little or nothing further, beyond 
the very careful handiwork of 1850, being done to that 
original section of its background. The dealers did not 
keep the work long on hand, but disposed of it for 
nearly £1000 to Mr. Dunlop, whose unsatisfatjtory 

transactions with Rossetti direct find soeq^ record hei;^ 

0 
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under the date of 1861. This gentleman was at the 
time the owner of two other works by Rossetti, thg 
Homan de la Hose and Ophelia; and he parted with 
these two as equivalents to a portion of the price of 
The Bower Aleadow. 

In the earlier part of 1850 Rossetti had hoped to get 
his composition ///.?/, said Kate the Queen , which was 
well approved by Millais, really as an oil-picture for the 
ensuing exhibition, but by the end of the summer lie 
found tliis not to be manageable. lie then designed 
the last scene of Much Ado About Nothin where Bene- 
dick stops with a kiss the tart and cavilling mouth of 
his Beatrice. I still possess the pencil sketch, which 
is neatly but rather slightly handled, and with not much 
in it to suggest to connoisseurs of the present day that 
it is a Rossetti. My brotlier intended to carry it out as 
an oil-picture, but he never in fact made a beginning of 
it on canvas. 

I recur for a moment to the two sacred symbolic 
pictures — The Girlhood of Alarjj VirfjiUj painted in 
1818-19, and The AununciafioUy^^diAnicA in 1819-50. 
Rossetti was open-minded enough as to what claimed 
permanent rc>cognition in thc^e works, so unlike the 
current product of their day, and what called, on the 
contrary, for some degree of apology. In the late 
summer of 1 851, while laying stress on the fact that they 
were original inventions, independent of any previous 
treatment, he acknowledged that the meditcvalisms in 
them were absurd, though only superficial. Perhaps he 
need hardly have extended this stricture to The Annun- 
ciation, which, while marked by a peculiar tinge of 
semt-ascetic abstraction, has little or nothing that can 
4)e ^xed ujon as mediaeval. Visitors to the National 
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aallery, where this picture now hangs, can judge as to 
ihat point for themselves. Later on, at the end of 
1804, he wrote of T/ie Girlhood of Mary Virginy then 
re-consigjied to him for a while for re-framing, I can 
look at it a long way off now, as the work of quite 
another ^ crittur,^ and find it to be a long way better 
than I thought/^ In another letter to a different friend 
he spoke still more strongly : I assure you it quite 
surprised me (and shamed me a little) to see what I did 
fifteen years ago, when I was twenty/’ 

1862 . 

In the latter part of this year my brother made a 
sketch from life of our cousin Teodorico Pieti’ocola- 
Ilossetti. I mention it less for any importance it might 
have (which indeed was little) as a work of art than 
because it gives me an opportunity of bringing into my 
record the name of this warmly affectionate relative and 
most worthy and excellent person. He was a young 
man in 1852, something less than thirty years of age, 
and was a native of the same city as our father, Vasto 
in the Abruzzi, in the then Kingdom of Naples, After 
spending some few years in England without getting 
into any successful groove of em})loyment, he returned 
to Italy, and entered with single-minded zeal into the 
promulgation among his compatriots of an evangelistic 
or semi- Protestant form of the Christian religion. He 
died in Florence of apoplexy in June 1883, just as he 
had given out the text for a discourse to his small con- 
gregation, and was about to address them from it. 

In a letter of my brother, dated December 4th, I 
observe the statement — My sketches are kicked otrt at 
that precious place in Pall Mall.^’ The p]ace in Pall 
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Mall was, I think, an exhibition (one of the earliest of 
its class) of water-colour sketches and studies ; what thg 
offered and rejected contributions by my brother may 
have been I no lon<:^er recollect. Possibly they were 
hung after all, as seems to be suggested in a letter 
quoted under the next ensuing year. 

1863 

was the last year whose close our father witnessed. 
My brother did, on a small scale, a delicate characteristic 
pencil-drawing of him, as he was wont to sit at his 
writing-table, with a broad-peaked cap for his failing 
eyesight, holding close up for perusal some page of his 
own writing. In May my brother added a background 
to this portrait, representing an angle of the dining- 
room in the house in which the sketch had been made — 
No. 38 Arlington Street, Mornington Crescent (all the 
family except Dante himself had resided there in 1851 
and 185^) ; and he sent off the drawing to Frome, in 
Somerset, where our parents, with our sister Christina, 
were then settled for several months. 

On the very first day of 1853 Rossetti thought he 
had finished some alteration^ wjiich he had undertaken 
in his old oil-picture of IVie Annunciation, dubbed ^^the 
blessed white eyesore in one of his familiar letters, and 
in another the blessed white daub.^^ He proceeds — 
Yesterday, after giving up the angePs head as a bad 
j^b^C^wing to William^s malevolent expression) at about 
one 0 clock, I took to working it up out of my own in- 
telligence, and got it better by a great deal than it has 
yet been. I have put a gilt saucer behind his head — 
whi^ crowns the China-ese character of the picture.^^ 
However, the work done on January 1st proved to be 
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not quite final ; the picture was still in hand up to the 
15th of the month, or thereabouts. 

The person most interested towards this time in my 
brother's art-work was Mr. McCracken, a merchant or 
ship-broker of Belfast, vrho had already had some pur- 
chasing* transactions with Madox Brown and with 
Holman Hunt. Rossetti's first picture, IVie Girlhood 
of Mary Virgin^ had been bought by the Marchioness 
Dowager of Bath (an aunt of ours. Miss Charlotte Poli- 
dori, being for several years a governess in that family) ; 
his second picture, The Annunciation, remained unsold for 
some while, but in January 1853 was purchased by Mr. 
McCracken. The improvements in the work had been 
made with a view to its delivery to this purchaser. 
The only other outsider who had put himself forward 
as a patron prior to McCracken was Mr, Cottingham, 
an architect in Waterloo Road; he finessed and shilly- 
shallied, and finally bought nothing. McCracken was 
really hearty, and even enthusiastic ; he had conceived 
|^.'high idea of Rossetti's powers, and from Belfast 
plied him with lette^rs, pointing every now and then* 
to a personal meeting : but time passed, Rossetti 
never saw McCracken in the flesh, and at a not very 
advanced date in their correspondence the liberal Irish- 
man died. I remember that he used to amuse my 
brother by constantly writing of Mr. Ruskin under the 
designation The Graduate " ; and that my brother 
(who was by no means, as some recent writers will have 
it, destitute of a sense of humour and frolic) parodied 
in November 1853 an early sonnet pf Tennyson's 
• about The Kraketi," for which word he substituted 
McCracken." 

A letter addressed by Rossetti to Mado^ Brown op, 
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1st March gives several details which may as well 
appear in his own woixls: — I think you have nevei^ 
seen my Giotto^s Dante here [he must mean the 
watercolour of Giotto painting the Portrait of the 
yonthfnl Dante'], which I shall not have much loiifyer. 
Not that I have made any direct use of it as yet, 
nor am likely to do so just now, as I have got a 
£150 commission from McCracken, and am in a fair 
way to get one from Miller of Liverpool — perhaps 
a better one. However, I mag nail him for the 
Dante and Beatrice, Please let me know in your 
answer (as soon as possible) whether you ever named to 
McCracken anything regarding the prices which I took 
for those sketches now exhibiting, lluskin has written 
him some extravagant praises (though with obtuse ac- 
companiments) u])on one of them — I cannot make out 
wliktlj^ — and McCracken seems excited, wanting it, and 
not knowing (or making believe not to know) that it 
is sold. I therefore want to be sure whether he is 
really acfpiainted with the price I had; as, in answer-n'^ 
ing him, were I to propose to do^liiin a similar one, 

I should not think of undertaking it at anything like a 
similar price, and want to kn(jw whether it is necessary 
to specil'y that these sketches were sold to friendfi,^* 

In this letter some details are not quite clear, even 
to myself, at this distance of time. Mr. Miller here 
mentioned was Mr. John Miller of Liverpool, a leading 
merchant and picture-buyer there, of Scotch nationality, 
one of the most cordial, large-hearted, and lovable men 
I ever knew ; neither my brother nor myself had any 
personal acquaintance with him for three or four years 
follo^ng 1853. I do not think that fhe proposed com- 
n^ission froqj Mr. Miller, a comparatively large one. 



16 


DAKTE GABRIEL ROSSETTI, 


took effect. The Dante and Beatrice was, I sup> 
^pose, some work in prospect, not already executed ; per- 
haps the Dantescpie watercolour^^ which, as we shall 
see, was ultimately sold to McCracken, not Miller. 

Those sketches now exhibiting I am quite uncertain 
about. Beatrice ami Dante at a Alar riage-f east y and 
Giotto painting the Portrait of DantCy had been ex- 
hibited in 1851-5i, but can hardly be referred to here. 
The tone of this letter, as my readers may be apt to ob- 
serve, shows that my brother was not likely to neglect 
h^ own interest in a bargain ; and indeed he constantly 
laid his plans well in such matters, and effected them 
with tenacity and acuteness. 

A few words may here be spared to the watercolour 
Giotto painting the Portrait of Dante ; wJiich I have 
always considered one of the most important pictorial 
inventions of my brother, at any period of his career. 
It was intended to represent the life and work of the 
great Florentine in a triple relation. (1 ) It shows Giotto 
painting, on a wall of the Chapel of the Bargello in 
Florence, that portri^it oE the youthful Dante which was 
rediscovered towards 1S39, chiefly through the exertions of 
Mr. (afterwards Barone) , Seymour Kirkup, an English 
painter settled in the Tuscan capital. Kirkup made at 
once a watercolour copy of the head of Dante, and sent 
it as a gift to my father ; from whom it came to my 
brother, and with him it remained up to the date of his 
death. In llossetti^s picture, as in the original, Dante 
is represented holding a pomegranate. (2) The picture 
shows also the relation of Dante to his love — Beatrice, 
who is passing below in a church-procession — to the 
poetry of the time in his friend Guido Cavalcanti, and 
to its fine art in Giotto. (3) It embodies ^he celebra^d 
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passage o£ Dante^s V argatorio in which the rise and 
fall of great reputations in art and letters are expressed ♦ 
by the waning of Ciinabue^s art before Giotto^s^ and 
of the poetry of Guido Guinicelii before that of Guido 
Cavalcanti, with a suggestion that Cavalcanti also 
might be superseded by Jlante himself : Cimabue there- 
fore is introduced looking on at Giotto^s painting, and 
Cavalcanti holds the poems of Guinicelii.* 

“ Cr('d(3tUi Ciina])uc nolla piiitura 

Tt'nci* lo ciiiiipo, o«i oia lia (iiotto il gi’Mo, 

Si clu- la faina di tolui s’oscnra. 

Coai ha tolti) rviiio all’ altiO (lahio 
Lii gloria (h'lla lifigua; (‘ foiho e iiato 
Chi Tuno o Taltro ca(‘c« ra <li nido, ” 

But this subject, tri|)le though itself Was in reference, 
was only intended to be the first member of a triptych 
picture. The second member was to show Dante, as 
one of the Priori of Florence, adjudging both Cavalcanti 
and a member of the opposite political faction to banish- 
ment — the act which gave a pretext for Dante's own . 
exile from the country of his birth. ^The third and last 
section of the triptych was to j)onrtray that incident 
of Dante in exile and the cour^-j^ster, in the palace of 
Can Grande della Scala, which Rossetti versified in his 
poem Dante at Verona, This was truly a large and a 
comprehensive scheme of work : it njmained unrealized. 

I now return to Mr. McCracken. In July I85d 
he was corresponding with Rossetti about some further 
work which he wished to commission. The subject of 
The iladonna hi the House of John (of which my brother 

* These remarks on the Dante and Giotto watercolour are partly 
reproduced from what I wrote, as printed in the sale-catalogue (Chris- 
tio’iJ of my brother’s remaining works in 1 S 83 . 



18 


DANTE GABEIEL EOSSETTL 


eventually made a watercolour ranking among his best- 
• conceived and most impressive works) had been proposed ; 
but for some reason or other it was set aside, and Rossetti 
then named two other contemplated subjects. These 
were Man/ Magdalene at the Door of Simon the PhanseOy 
and what a letter of his termed ^Hhe town-subject'*^ — 
being no doubt the composition which he entitled 
Found y representing a rustic lover, a drover, wlio 
finds in London streets his early and long-lost sweet- 
heart, sunk in a life of shame and degradation. He 
also offered to Mr. McCracken, at the price of £36,* 
a Dantesque watercolour which he had begun. This I 
consider to have been the subject, from the Vita Nova^ 
of Dante drawing an Angel in mem or g of Beatrice, 
Dante relates that, on the first anniversary of his lady^s 
death, he was engaged in drawing an angel, in memory 
of her, when he found that certain persons had entered 
his chamber unpereeived ; and he then saluted them, 
saying Another was with me.'*'* Rossetti, when the 
offer of his Dantesque .jwibject was made to McCracken, 
was staying near J^ewcastle-on-Tyne, on a visit to his 
valued friend Mr. William Bell Scott, the painter and 
poet, then Master of thq Government School of Design 
in Newcastle ; he proposed to send for the watercolour 
from London, and finish it in the North. He had done 
during his visit sketches for an etching from Scott^s 
poem of Alarg AnnCy and for the Magdalene subject. 
That my brother's prices were at this time the reverse of 
high, and had recently been extremely low, may be 

* The exact price ‘ was 35 guineas, or £36 15s. 1 think it 
more convenient, in the long run, to notify prices in pouehds, rather 
than guineq»8 ; hut where (as in the present instance) there are some 
odd shillings hoyond the pounds I suppress mention of the shillir^^. 
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inferred from his remarking tliat previous watercolours, 
on the same scale as the Dante incident now saleable at« 
£36, had been disposed o£ for £1^2. But the mercury 
was rising in the Rossettian barometer ; and by the end 
of September he had come to consider the watercolour, 
then nearly finished, to be worth much more than even 
£36, and he thought of telling McCracken so. This 
gentleman had meanwhile given him a further com- 
mission for an oil-picture, I cannot remember what. 

Two other projects occupied him in 1853. He 
painting, and by the end of October he finished, an 
oil-portrait of his aunt, Miss Charlotte Polidori, to be 
given to our grandfather. The likeness came to my 
brother's satisfaction, and is in fact extremely good : 
the picture now belongs to another near relative. He 
was also engaged upon the picture Fbimd, and thought 
of going to Prome to paint into its background a brick 
wall, a cart, and a heifer ; but Frome was not ultimately 
chosen for this purpose. 


1864 .’ 

The oil-picture for jMr. McCracken was completed 
early in March, Rossetti, in •ne» of his family letters, 
laconically termed it a daub, and attached little import- 
ance to it \ but I presume it was up to, or not much 
below, his usual standard of work, for he was never 
inclined to do injustice to his patrons, nor to himself in 
their eyes or his own. We lately found him applying 
this same term ^^daub^^ to the Annunciation picture; 
and that, whatever else it may be, is assure Jly not a 
daub. ^ I observe in a letter of a much later date — March 
1874 — a reference to Annunciation^ such a^may tend 

to^confrm the authorities of the National Gallery 
c % 


le iNational Gallerv' m 

C- 4f J if 
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the opinioQ which they probably entertain that the 
white daub is not a daub et praterea nihil. At that 
period a lire had destroyed the premises of the Pantech- 
nicon in Pimlico, and a rumour went that all the 
modern pictures belonging to Mr. Wynn Ellis had 
perished in the conflagration. My brother believed 
(for some reason which I do not follow, as I am not 
aware that the Jnnnneia lion ever belonged to Mr. Ellis) 
that this work was included among the modern paint- 
ings in question ; and he then wrote of it as about the 
best thing I did at that time.^^ 

A letter from my brother to Mr. McCracken, dated 
15th May, contains some particulars worthy of attention. 
He begins by referring to some drawing of his which is 
not clearly defined, but which I understand to be prob- 
ably the one named Dante drawing an Angel in niemorg 
of Beatrice, Of this subject he made in 18 .19 a pen- 
and-ink design, which he presented to Mr. Millais. He 
had also, as we lately saw, produced a watercolour 
of it, a wholly different composition, belonging to 
McCracken. When my brother wrote in May 1854 
he had received from McCracken a letter (addressed, 
I suppose, to that gentieman) from Dr. Anthony, re- 
ferring to a drawing, seemingly the pen-and-ink design 
above-named, the property of Millais. Dr. Anthony 
had supposed it to be Millaises own performance. On 
this point Rossetti says : He seems equally abroad 
as to the authorship and subject of the drawing, and 
cannot have much perception of variety in style, or he 
would not have taken ray work for Millais's.^^ Further 
on Rossetti refers to Dante^s Vita Nnova, and he 
proceeds : A better and full account you would find 

in an article in- TaiV^ Alagazine soudc year| back. 
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The article is called, I think, T)cint(^y (lud Beatrice y and 
is by Tlieodore Martin, better known as ^ Bon Gaultier.’ 
Rather oddly, the subject of my drawing which you 
have is there suggested for painting. For my own part, 
I had long been familiar with the book, and been in the 
habit of designing all its subjects in different ways, 
before I met with that article. . . I had an idea of 

an intention of the possibility of a suggestion [the 
reader will observe the whimsical and clearly intentional 
vagueness of this phrase] that the lady in my drawing 
[/.c., one of the personages looking on while Dante is 
absorbed in designing the angel] should be Gemma 
Donati, whom Dante married afterwards ; and for that 
reason meant to have put <he Donati arms on the 
dresses of the three visitors, but could not find a suit- 
able way of doing so. The visitors are unnamed in the 
text, but I had an idea also of connecting the pitying 
lady with another part of llie Fifa Niiova. And in 
fact the sketch is full of notions of my own in this 
way, which would only be cared about by one to whom 
Dante was a chief study.^'^ 

The intercourse of my brother with Mr. Ruskin 
began in the spring of j 85k •! iind the facts recorded 
thus in a letter of 1 Uh April to Madox Brown : 
“ McCracken of course sent my drawing to Ruskin, 
who the other day wrote me an incredible letter about 
it, remaining mine respectfully (! !), and wanting to call. 
I of course stroked him down in my answer, and yester- 
day he came. . . He seems in a mood to make my 

fortune.’^ Mr. McCracken, inspirited by Ruskin’s 
praise of the watercolour drawing (seemingly the 
Dantesqiie subject), liberally paid for it £50, instead of 
th« st^ulatecUE‘16. Between the critic and the painter 
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the intercourse was for a long while truly afEectionate 
# on both sides. With my brother — as I dare say with 
most other persons — Mr. Ruskin assumed the attitude 
of a man who could enlighten him on matters of theory 
and principle in art, and could guide his steps in the 
right path ; but at the same time he amply recognized 
and honoured his gifts of artistic invention, and de- 
ferred to his actual technical attainment — neither over- 
rating its amount nor undervaluing its calibre. For 
his part, my brother had a very deep regard for the 
tender and generous traits of Mr. Ruskin^s character, 
and took pleasure in the quaintness as well as the rich- 
ness of his mind. For some years they saw a great 
deal of one another, Ruskin being frequently in 
Rossetti^s studio, and Rossetti not seldom in Ruskin’s 
hospitable family-mansion at Denmark Hill, Camber- 
well. Miss Siddal, with whom my brother had been in 
love since 1S51 or thereabouts, and to whom he intro- 
duced Mr. Ruskin, was a bond of union between them ; 
for the Graduate took a very sympathetic interest in 
her, and in her limited but refined artistic faculty, and 
proved the sincerity of his feeling by more than one 
munificent act. Gradrus-lly the intimacy between the 
two friends relaxed. Rossetti, as he advanced in years, 
in reputation, and in art, became less and less disposed 
to conform his work to the likings of any Mentor — even 
of one for whom he had so genuine an esteem as he 
entertained for Mr. Ruskin ; while the latter, serenely 
conscious of being always in the right, laid down the 
law, and pronounced judgment tempered by mercy, with 
undeviating exactness. At last the relations between 
the painter and the critic became strained — one Vas so 
earnest to enlighten the other, and that other so ^fficult 
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to be enlightened out of his own perceptions and pre- 
dilections; and it may have been in 18(35 or 18(36 tha^ 
Ruskin and Rossetti saw the last of one another — 
mutually regretful, and perhaps mutually relieved, that 
it should be the last. A friendship once so warm, based 
on such solid grounds of reciprocal esteem suggesting 
reciprocal concession, should not have terminated thus : 
but so it did terminate, and it remained un renewed. 

The first letter which I find from Mr. Ruskin is 
dated 2nd May 1851. It expresses a wish that 
Rossetti would give him a little drawing in requital fur 
copies of all the critic s books then published. It also 
commissions a drawing (meaning no doubt water- 
colour) for £15, being, as the letter proceeds to point 
out, the same price which had already been paid by 
Mr. Boyce for another drawing. This gentleman, 
George Price Boyce, originally destined for the archi- 
tectural profession, took definitely to watercolour paint- 
ing somewhere towards 1851, and was a cordial admirer 
and not unfrequent purchaser of Rossetti^s works. 1 
am not aware which was the desigii adverted to in Mr, 
Ruskin^s letter ; perhaps an An7uinci(ttion^ in which 
Mary is represented as bathing her feet in a rivulet. 

The picture Found, commissioned by Mr. McCracken, 
was at this time in the forefront. On 11th May Ros- 
setti, then at Hastings, wrote that he would have to 
come up to London, to replenish his colour-box before 
beginning Found on the canvas. Soon afterwards, 5th 
June, Mr. Rtiskin wrote, expressing his supposition that 
Rossetti might be disinclined to paint at present his 
proposed modern subjects, as Holman Hunt had lately 
exhibited something in the same line (this points ap- 
jmrei^tly to Irfie then much-discussed and much admired 
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picture entitled T/ie Awahened Conscience), The details 
Found were painted chiefly at Finchley (where 
Madox Brown resided), and at Chiswick (where an 
old and excellent family -friend Mr. Keightley the 
historian was settled) : at Finchley, the calt* and cart; 
at Chiswick, the brick wall. Along* with Found, the 
subject of T/ie Magdalene at the Door of Simon the 
Pharisee is mentioned in this letter from Mr. Buskin, 
and another work which was to unite various incidents 
in one tableau. This latter may probably have been 
the Paolo and Francesca, a tri})artite composition, for 
another letter of Mr. Ruskin^s, of not much later date, 
speaks of that subject as being in his hands, price £36 ; 
it was transferred eventually to some other purchaser. 
My brother repeated the composition more than once : 
in its best form, the example belonging to Mr. Leathart, 
I rate it very high among his productions. In a further 
letter belonging apparently to 185 1 (but Mr. Buskin 
was not in the habit of dating his missives) he expresses 
himself as much struck by two sketches which my 
brother had made o£ the Passover, and he commissions 
that which he terms the doorway one.^^ This was The 
Passover in the Holy F<vniiy,B,^\x\)j^QQi which Rossetti had 
invented as far back as 18 19. It represented the family 
of Zacharias preparing to share the paschal feast with 
the Holy Family : Mary was gathering bitter herbs, 
the child John unlatching the shoe of the child Jesus, 
and Zacharias sprinkling the door-posts with the blood 
of the lamb. Mr. Buskin conceived — and has always 
retained, I believe — a high opinion of this symbolic-real- 
istic invention : he laid more stress on its realism than 
on its symbolism. Two watercolours were begun ^of it, 
but not finished; nor do I think the subjec<i>everregeiv#d 





completion in any replica. The same composition now 
appears in the church at Birchin^T^ton, in the two-light, 
memorial-window commissioned by our mother close 
to my brother's grave i as his attached friend Mr. 
Frederick J. Shields chose to carry it out, with some 
added details of his own, in the form of stained glass. 
Another composition which was offered to Mr. Ruskin 
about this time was A Monk ill iinnno ting ^ but it was 
declined. This may I presume have been much the 
same as Fm Pucey a watercolour executed or com- 
pleted at a later date. A ‘^Uatilda'' (no doubt the 
subject, from Dante^s Pnrgatorijy of Matilda gather- 
ing flowers) was also commissioned. 

It may be apparent from these details that, at an 
early stage of their accj^uaintance, Ruskin had the refusal 
of pretty nearly everything that Rossetti produced. 
He accepted many specimens, and some he declined. I 
cannot at this distance of time define what was the 
precise nature of the terms. I should say that there was 
a general understanding that, within a certain annual 
maximum, Ruskin would buy, if ]i« liked it, whatever 
Rossetti had to offer him, at a scale of prices such as 
other purchasers would pay;^aud under this arrange- 
ment funds would be forthcoming at times to meet the 
painteFs convenience, without rigid assessment accord- 
ing to value previously delivered. Any such system 
was clearly very comrnodious for Rossetti. The annual 
amount which he thus made was no doubt moderate, 
or even small ; but it was earned under the most 
pleasing conditions — those of warm appreciation by a 
pre-eminent critic and connoisseur, and of easy friend- 
liness* in the interchange of work and money. It 
reiievgd Rosaetti from present anxiety as to the means 
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of subsistence, and exempted him from slaving — which 
^ he chafed to think about — in the routine of exhibition- 
rooms. 

In one of my brother's letters of this year I observe 
the following observation, relative to a picture from 
As You Like It painted by his friend Walter Howell 
Beverell, then recently deceased : I have been doing 
one or two things to poor DeverelFs picture ; the chief 
of which has been to attempt getting rid of what I 
thought unpleasant in Celiacs face/^ 

1866 . 

Miss Heaton, a lady resident in Leeds, appears in or 
about this year as one of the purchasers of my brother's 
works. A Beatrice had been begun for her, but was 
appropriated by Mr. lluskin ; who proposed that Miss 
Heaton should receive instead the Vaolo and Francesca, 
or, if she preferred it, a Racket at the price of £2G : 
this title must indicate Dante'^s vision of Rachel and 
Leah, of which Rossetti made a watercolour. Towards 
June of this year hofe executed for Ruskin, in a week, a 
watercolour of The Nativif j, price £15, and he accounted 
it one of his best performances : but the critic dissented 
— as in such details he not unfrequently did — from the 
painter, who thereupon settled to exchange it. This 
was probably not done, as a later note from Mr. Ruskin 
speaks of The Nativitj/ as then improved. The Fassover 
in the llolj/ Family was still in hand at the beginning 
of July ; the head of Jesus being done after a boy from 
St. Martinis School.- ^^That drawing of Launcelot is 
almost finished appears in a letter of 1855, probably 
towards September; the watercolour, which wal pur- 
chased by Ruskin; of Launcelot and Queaen Gue^ev^re 
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at the effigied tomb of King Arthur : also in September 
that drawing with the buttercups/^ bought by lluskir^ 
for £30 ; this may possibly be the Alaiilda before 
mentioned. 

The first design by Rossetti which got engraved was 
one which forms the frontispiece to Mr. Allingham^s 
volume Day and Night Songs: it was in hand in June, 
and represents a youth listening in rapt mood to the 
chaunt of three mystic or supernatural women, the 
'' INIaids of Elfin-mere.'" This was engraved on wood 
in 1855 by Messrs. Dalziel : my brother was highly dis- 
satisfied, and regarded the woodcut as a decided travestie 
of his work — although I think that spectators of the 
])resent day, who have only the woodcut itself to judge 
by, would be considerably more indulgent to it. 

1866 . 

Letters from Mr. Ruskin continue throughout this 
year. They speak of works by Rossetti, but in terms 
not always conducive to identification. One design is 
termed a duet between Ida and ^ou."" Ida was the 
fancy-name (allusive I think to Tennyson"s Princess) 
which Ruskin bestowed ujwnJVIiss Siddal : he liked this 
design better than any previous work which Rossetti 
had produced for him, except the Man with boots and 
lady with golden hair "" — of which the correct title is 
La Belle Dame sans Alerci . 

In March Rossetti had in hand a large drawing of 
l)ante"s vision of dead Beatrice, as well as Passover, and 
Monk."" He appears to mean the first form, a water- 
colour, in which he treated the subject commonly called 
DanWs Dream — this watercolour was bought by Miss 
Heatgn y Th^ Passover in the Holy Family ; and the Fra 
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Pace. He wished to get the picture-dealer Mr. White 

Maddox Street) to visit his studio while these and 
some other works were visible there — of course with a 
view to establishing a professional connection with this 
dealer. I dare say that the visit came off^ and that Mr. 
White purchased something from my brother now and 
again ; but cannot vouch for particulars. 

The first hint of his triptych-picture for LlandafE 
Cathedral, The Infant Christ adored htj a King and a 
Shepherd^ appears in the same letter of March. Mr. 
Thomas Seddon the painter had then earned Rossetti^s 
warm acknowledgment by bringing round to him a 
Welsh M.P./*^ to put the matter in train^ and he was 
hopeful of a prosperous result. The M.P. was I think 
Mr. Henry Austen Rruce, now Lord Aberdare. 

Woodcut-designs proved again afllietive to Rossetti 
in 1856. On August 2nd he wrote that he was at the 
last gasp of time with the designs which he had under- 
taken to produce, to be engraved on wood in tlie well- 
known illustrated edition of Tennyson published by 
Moxon and Co. : they were then getting a little forward. 
He foresaw that, with a view to working upon the 
blocks which yet remaipedi to be done, he would have to 
fly London and Moxon, as he could not endure the 
publisher's pestering. I judge that he received £30 per 
design : as I find in one of his letters the phrase Moxon 
owes me £30, as I have done the King Arthur block.^^ 
He preferred Linton as a wood-engraver to the Dalziels; 
and was particularly ])leased with his second proof of 
the Mariana subject. Another letter — addressed this 
time to Mr. Moxon — sets forth that the design of The 
Lady of Shalott, though delayed for a week, would be 
soon ready : I have drawn it twice over, tfor the., sake 
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of an alteration, so you see I do not spare trouble/^ He 
speaks also^ the block for Sir Galahad, and of a second 
Sir Galahad^ which he intended to do without delay : 
this intention, it appears, must have miscarried, for 
there is not, in the Tennyson volume, any second illus- 
tration to the poem in question. Another project, 
equally abortive, was that of doing* a design for the Two 
Voices. Nothing would please me better,^'' he adds, 
than that Mr. Madox Brown should do the Vision of 
Sin, as I hear Hunt proposed to you : his name ought 
by all means to be in the work.^^ And so it ought, 
but it is not; morels the pity — for Moxon^s Illustrated 
Tennyson. Mr. Moxon did in fact a})ply to Mr. Brown 
to take up the various subjects which Rossetti had at 
first intended to design, but had, for one reason or 
another, omitted : but at that late date Brown was un- 
willing to entertain any such proposal, and it came to 
nought. 

All this matter of designs and blocks, I well re- 
member, became a sore subject between Moxon and 
Rossetti, Moxon used to write ^ or call frequently, 
and considered himself aggrieved because the blocks, 
when ho ex[)ected or required ^o Juive them ready, were 
still uncompleted. He suffered much worry and dis- 
appointment ; and I have even heard it said — but I 
suppose this is only to be construed as a grim joke, 
not as a sober and grievous reality — that Rossetti 
killed Moxon. It is true that the publisher did not 
long survive the issue of the illustrated Tennyson. On 
the other hand, my brother, besides being very fas- 
tidious, and therefore somewhat dilatory, over his own 
share* in these designs, found constant reason to be 
<lpubl^ fastjflious over the guise which his work 
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assumed at the hands of the wood-engravers : he cor- 
^rected^ altered, protested, and sent back blocks to be 
amended. My brother was, no doubt, a difficult man 
with whom to carry on work in co-operation : having 
his own ideas, from which he was not to be moved ; his 
own habits, from which he was not to be jogged ; his 
own notions of business, from which he was not to be 
diverted. Co-operators, I can easily think, railed at 
him, and" yet they liked him too. He assumed the 
easy attitude of one born to dominate — to know his own 
place, and to set others in theirs. When once this 
relation between the parties was established, things 
went well ; for my brother was a genial despot, good- 
naturedly hearty and unassuming in manner, and only 
tenacious upon the question at issue. To play the first 
fiddle, and have the lion^s share — surely that is, as 
Burns says, a sma^ requesV^ for a man conscious of 
genius. 

A letter dated 8th December 1S56 gives the first 
trace of a purchaser, Mr. Flint, who will be mentioned 
again further on. ^This gentleman wanted to have a 
Blessed Bamozel done (no doubt as a watercolour) for 
£03; Rossetti, howev^r^^was inclined to stick to 8f. 
Cecilia for £42 — the subject of the death of St. Cecilia 
which forms one of the Tennyson wood-designs. As to 
this wood-block he had been earnest in impressing on the 
engraver that none of the work is to be left out.”^^ 

On Christmas Day lie was preparing to exhibit 
certain works in a small collection got \ip in the then 
Hogarth Club, to which he and some of bis closest 
friends belonged. He proposed to send Lady Tre- 
velyan^s drawing (I am not certain which thts is), 
the Llandaff sketches, and, along with Jthese, JDavul 
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lfe.r, a separate version of the third compartment, but 
this last would not be ready for a fortnight or so. 

1867. 

In tins year Rossetti painted a small oil-picture of 
SL Katharine for J\Ir. lluskin ; it re{)resented an ex- 
ceedingly mediaeval artist painting from a lady who 
poses with a wlu'ol as St. Katharine, and it was exhi- 
bited at the Burlington Club, in the eollectiotl of Ros- 
setti^s works got together there in 1 S83. The catalogue 
described it as the (M>ly oil-pieture paintkl between 
1853 and which is, T presume, nearly correct. 

Two or three of Mr. Kuskin^s letters relate to this work. 
In one note he expresses a wish lo see the St . Katharine 
as soon as done, adding that, lie will pay cash for it, 
and that old debts may stand over; the old debts 
being seemingly arrears of work for which my brother 
had already received jiayment. In another note he ob- 
jects to an alteration that had been made in the jiicture, 
which, unless altered back, he would resign. In yet 
another he pronounces the St, Katharine an absurdity 
without defining why. It is no doubt a quaint in- 
vention, not without a twinkjp of humour in the treat- 
ment, and the costume of the fifteenth-century artist is 
probably not such a working-garb as the man would 
really have assumed to paint in. Mr. lluskin admired 
at this time The Magdalene, a term whi(*h must desig- 
nate the subject of The Magdalene at the Door of 
Simon the Pharisee, and he would willingly have re- 
signed for that work the ^^oil-picture [^5^. Katharine^ at 
oO guineas/^ In other letters Mr. Ruskin expresses him- 
self willing to subscribe to a reredos, and a flower-border 
f<jr it evid^tly pointing to the reredos or triptych- 
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picture for LlancIafE Catliedral ; anS he sx^eaks (lis- 
j)aragingly of a drawing with some male heads. I don^t 
know' which drawing this was^ nor whether the censure 
was Jiist ; but it em|>hasizcs the fact that, from an early 
date in liossettP^'^' painting, his predilection and his 
mastery^ w^re in 'female heads, those of men being 
rather wanting in energy and varie'ty of virile type, 
lluskiti also proposed to cxhildt at a lecture in Oxford 
the Beatrice and the Paolo and Francesca, ' 

Jt was in 1857 that my brother undertook to paint 
a series of Arthurian pictures in the Hall of \he Union 
Club in Oxford. He must have known 'soincthint^ of 
Mr. Burne Jones, then an Oxford student, in 185G, or 
possibly 4855 ; that gentleman having sought him 
out, and asked his opinion as to some of his romantic 
pen-and-ink designs, very remarkable in promise and 
originality of suggestion. Through Mr. Jones, llos- 
setti came to know Mr. William Morris, and afterwards 
Mr. Algernon Swinburne, also Oxford students. The 
decoration-project for the Union Hall was, however, under- 
taken apart from tjiese acquaintances, and also apart 
from any direct influence of Mr. lluskin. It was con- 
certed at the outset of the Long Vacation between 
Rossetti and Mr. Benjamin Woodward, the architect 
employed both for the Union Hall and for the Oxford 
Museum; an Irishman of the most genuine artistic 
gifts and sympathies, and of a cl^aracter singularly 
prepossessing in its retiring modesty. Morris at once 
tendered his co-operation. Rossetti gave his work 
gratis^ the funds of the Union not adijuitting^" pre- 
snmably, of any other arrangement ; but nis materials 
were paid for, and he lived at free quarters in Oltford. 
Mr. Burne Jones w(»s soon associated ^vith him ^ 
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painter of some of the subjects ; also Mr. Hbngerford 
Pollen, of Oxford, My. Spencer Stanlwpe, Mr. Arthur* 
Hughes, a choice painter and early friend, and Mr* Val 
Prinsep, a friend of more recenU iSaJte. These, along 
with Alexander Munro for sculptural work, were al’. 
Not any gne of them was conversant with the processes 
of solid and^^ permanent wall-painting. The woi’ke were 
executed, I understood, in a sort of watercolour dis- 
temper, and were from the beginning predestined, by 
Fate and Climate, to ruin. My brother allotted* to 
himself t\^ darge spaces on the walls; painted one 
subject more or less completely. Sir Laimcelot ni the 
Shrine of the Sangrael^ and began or schejned out 
the other. Sir Galahad receiving the Sangrael. In 
October 1857 I was minded to go to Oxford, and 
see what was doing; but my brother, on the 30tli of 
the month, wrote to me that things were then in a 
muddle,^^ and advised me to wait awhile, which I did. 
The scheme was in active operation in 1857, stagnated 
in 1858, and was partially revived, and soon afterwards 
finally dropped, in 1859. 

i868.t . 

A letter from Mr. Ruskin, which may perhaps be- 
long to this year, informs Rossetti that he need not 
worry about money which he owed to the writer 
(rather maybe about work which he owed in return 
for money paid), but recommends him to attend to 
commif^ions ^ven by other persons, and to the one fox 
LlandafE Caffi%dral. He offers to remit £73 of the 
]^ovided Rossetti will do another side of the 
painting-work for the Union Hall, but stipulates that 
the* objects thfrein must be properly represented — a 
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clause wbiicli suggests that Ruskin regarded some of 
the object-painting already done in the Hall as de- 
parting not a little from the rigid accuracy of the 
Prseraphaelite dogma. On the last day of this year 
Rossetti was expecting to receive in a fortnight some 
money frotn the authorities in Llandaff. He was en- 
grossed with a picture — which I should presume to be 
one section of this same Llandaff commission — and was 
eager to get it finished. This however was not to be 
accomplished for some time yet to come^ so far as the 
entire triptych is concerned. The price paid for the 
triptych may probably have been £400. A letter of 
Rossetti^s is extant saying that he had named £400 as 
the figure for the three compartments^ and £200 for the 
central one singly. At the time he regarded these sums 
as impructicable ; but he was not likely to take 
less, and may possibly even have received somewhat 
more. As we have seen, Mr. Thomas Seddon, the 
j)aintcr, had been instrumental in procuring this com- 
mission for Rossetti ; his brother, Mr. John P. Seddon, 
being one of the Jirm of architects charged with the 
restoration and the general oversight of Llandaff Ca- 
thedral, was also much cs>ncerned in all details connected 
with the triptych, and did everything which friendly 
and intelligent zeal could do to smooth the painter^s 
path in the affair. 

This may be a convenient place for saying some- 
thing more definite about the Llandaff triptych, one of 
the largest pictures which my brother produced, and 
(apart from easel-pictures, some minor church -decora- 
tions, and the now totally faded distemper-work in 
Oxford) the only one which occupies a perman^t posi- 
tion in a public building. The centr^ compartn^nt 
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has sometimes (as for instance in the Royal Academy 
catalogue of 1883) been termed T/ie Adoration of 
the Magi; but this is a decided misnomer, and reduces 
to practical commonplace and insignificance the pur- 
port of the entire work. The central compartment re- 
presents in fact the Infant Christ adored by a King 
and a Shepherd ; and, taken in connexion with the 
side-pictures, it indicates the spiritual equality and 
communion of all conditions of men in the eye of God. 
The side-pictures show respectively David as a Shepherd 
about to confront Goliath, and David as a King harp- 
ing to the Lord. This is substantially another form, or 
another exemplification, of the same idea — the shepherd 
and the king being here not only equal in service to 
the Most High, but actually one and the same man, I 
venture to say that the triptych, thus underttood — and 
its message is plainly enough conveyed — is something 
very different from being a three-hundredth version of 
that hack-subject of mediaeval and renaissance painters 
The Adoration of the Magi. 

1869 . 

It was in or about this yeaj' that my brother made 
the personal acquaintance of an actress whom he greatly 
admired for beauty of face and person, and whose pro- 
fessional talents he also appreciated, though less warmly ; 
her stage-name was Miss Herbert. A letter from Mr. 
Ruskin expresses a hope that he would soon paint Miss 
Herbert's head in his picture ; the Llandaff triptych is 
probably meant. Another letter from the friendly but 
unsparing critic warns Rossetti that, in one of his works, 
his carifless use of pigment has caused a lady in blue to 
ch^^ge colour.^ 

D a 
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In February Mr. Flint bought two pen-and-ink 
drawings — a Hamlet \IIamlet and Ophelia^ I suppose] 
for £42, and a Guenevere [perhaps Launcelot escaping 
from. Gitenevere^s Chamher'] for £31 ; ^^a certain yellow 
lady was expected to be returned in exchange for the 
latter. My brother also joined together into one whole 
a separate head and a separate landscape, upon which 
Flint looked with favour. In J une Rossetti painted in 
a week an entire picture upon one of the doors in the 
house of Mr. William Morris — the Red House, Upton, 
Bexley Heath. This was, I think, one of the two allied 
subjects, Dante 7neeting Beatrice in a Florentine street, 
and in the Garden of Eden. 

In November my brother was setting to work on the 
centre-piece of the Llandaff triptych. Mr. Leathart, 
of Newcastle-on-Tync (now of Gateshead, close to New- 
castle), had by this time become one of my brother's 
purchasers ; he continued for some years a steady buyer, 
and was always a valued friend, and one on whose 
natural judgment in works of art, more especially as 
regards a true colcur-sense, Rossetti laid considerable 
stress. Mr. Leathart was by this time the owner of the 
high-pitched water-colour named A Christmas Carols 
and of the recently executed water-colour of Sir Galahad ^ 
being the same design which is engraved in the illus- 
trated Tennyson; and he had commissioned the oil- 
picture Found for £367. The commission given origin- 
ally by Mr. McCracken for this last-named work had 
collapsed, perhaps as far back as 1855. My brother had 
also lately painted a head for Mr. Boyce. This was, I 
have no doubt, the one entitled Eocca Baciata, in which 
the marigold-flower figures conspicuously. He "hardly 
painted anything in a more delicate andocven s^yle of 
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art than that. When one comes to the date of Bocca 
Baciala, one may fairly say that Eossetti was in hi# 
prime, and had well emerged from the tentative or ex- 
perimental stage, being then in his thirty-second year. 

1860 

may, I think, be the date of a letter from Mr. Coventry 
Patmore referring to my brother's watercolour of Lucre- 
zia Borgia, in which the princess is represented washing 
her hands after concocting a poison-draught ; her father 
the Pope, and with him the destined victim of the plot, 
are seen by reflection in a mirror. The victim is 
Lucrezia's own husband, the Duke of Bisccfflia : he is 
propped on crutches^ and the scene is his sick-chamber. 

In the spring of this year my brother, after a long 
engagement, protracted partly by the always delicate 
and often perilous condition of her health, married Miss 
Siddal, and settled down with her in the chambers, 
considerably enlarged for the occasion, which he had 
occupied for several years at No. 14 Chatham Place, 
Blackfriars Bridge. One small idling which he did 
about this time was to collect together, into a handsome 
and solid scrapbook presented •tef him by a lady friend, 
a number of the pencil-drawings and sketches which 
had accumulated on his hands within the last few 
years. He continued adding to this collection from 
time to time, and every now and then he sold some of 
the items. A large number of them, extracted from 
the scrapbook and mounted singly, remained up to the 
day of his death, and were disposed of, among other 
works^of his, at the auction-sale at Christie^s in May 
1883. I find a letter from Mr. Buskin dated in Sep- 
tembei 18 60, •saying that he had been looking over my 
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brother's book of sketches^ and particularly liked those 
*of his wife^ which were numerous^ and marked by a 
peculiar cachet of delicacy and grace. 

Somewhere about the same time one of his principal 
purchasers of recent years — Mr. Flint — died very sud- 
denly. This gentleman was a stockbroker of Leeds, a 
very worthy man, and a leader in a local dissenting body, 
and was not a little interested in the new movement in 
art in which my brother took a principal share. He 
also bought works from Madox Brown, Holman Hunt, 
and others. The death of Mr. Flint was severely felt, 
by Rossetti. In him he lost a man whom personally 
he esteemed and liked ; and the event threw his affairs 
into some considerable confusion at this early stage of 
married life, as Flint had advanced sums of money for 
three works not completed, or perhaps hardly begun j 
and the pressure from executors and their agents was 
equally inopportune and harassing. The total amount 
was £714. 

A letter from my brother dated 29th September 
refers to this matter. He speaks also of an offer made 
by Mr. Gambart the ^ncture-dealer — £52 for the 
head,^^ which he liked less than another head (possibly 
the Bocca. Baciata) painted for Mr. Boyce ; mentions a 
pen-and-ink Hamlet, due to Colonel Gillum for £50 ; 
and suggests whether the pen-and-ink Cassandra, nearly 
completed, might not be substituted for that, and might 
not be priced at £60. Were Gillum to take the Cas- 
Sandra, the beginning of ^^the Dante series in water- 
nolour for him might be deferred till the ensuing 
quarter. Colonel Gillum (now well known in th^ world 
of philanthropy) was then a somewhat recent acquaint- 
ance of my brother, and a tolerably steady purchaser. 
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1861 . 

A note of January 12 records: Yesterday I sold 
for £25 a coloured sketch which had taken me about 
half an hour. T/iat paid.*’^ It may have been towards 
the same time that Rossetti painted his wife as T/^e 
Queen of Hearts^ ox Regina Cordinm^^di small oil-picture. 
This seems to have been commissioned by some one — 
perhaps Mr. Miller — for in February 18(>2, very soon 
after Mrs. Rossetti^s death;, it was about to be offered 
for sale in an auction^ and was withdrawn by friendly 
intervention in deference to my brother's feelings. 

Being bound to complete Found for Mr. Leathart, 
and the Llandaff triptych due towards the end of 
August, and other work besides, Rossetti found it 
impracticable to devote himself exclusively to finishing 
the three pictures for the Flint estate. He completed 
in July the watercolour (for this estate) of Dr, Johnson 
at the Mitre Tavern^ with two Methodist Ladies^ and 
he proposed to deliver, instead of the oil-pictures, 
and before the time already stipulrfted, different works 
already in hand ; and finally some arrangement, either 
on this or some other basis, wiffe agreed upon aiid carried 
out. A young artist named Wigand sat for the head 
of Boswell in the Dr. Johnson group. Towards the end 
of September, Rossetti sent off a picture painted for 
Captain Goss — I cannot define the subject. He had 
previously completed a large head named Fair Rosa- 
mund. 

The first published poetry by our sister Christina, 
Goblin Market and other Foems, came out in 1862. 
My brother designed its two illustrations, and also its 
binding. The principal drawing was cut on the wood 
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i>y Mr. Morris with uncommon spirit — I believe his 
first attempt in tha^ line, «nd pretty nearly his only 

I86J^. 

My brother's brief term of married life came to a 
close in February of this year, when he suddenly found 
himself a widower. It is no part of my plan to deal 
with the events of his life, apart from such as concern 
his works in art and in literature. I therefore pass on 
at once to the next indication, which I find in September 
186;i, regarding his paintings. 

Mr. Leathart had now undertaken to buy the triple 
watercolour of Paolo and Francesca, and he expressed 
a wish that the earlier watercolour of the same subject, 
once belonging to lluskin, should not be so altered as 
closely to resemble the version purchased by himself, 
Mariana (the Tennyson design as a watercolour) was 
also offered to him for £50. He likewise mentioned a 
design Crucifimon by Rossetti (where John is 

trying to draw the Madonna away from the foot of the 
cross) as praised by^Mr. W. Bell Scott. Mr. Leathart 
asked Rossetti to paint a portrait of Mrs, Leathart, 
which by the end of the year was done — a small oil- 
picture. Mr, James Anderson Rose, the solicitor, who 
had known my brother well for about a couple of years, 
commissioned Joan of Arc kissing the sword of deliver- 
ance — an oil-picture, of which one or two duplicates 
were afterwards painted. The original remained, to my 
thinking, unrivalled.. 

1863 

was a year replete with artistic activity on my brother's 
part. In one letter^he asks for some phqj^ographs that 



PAINTINGS AND DESIGNS. 41 • 

may serve to guiie him in painting* Troy at the bae|t 
of my The Uelen^ was, I believe, sold to Mf; * ' 

Blackmore (of the firm of solicitors, Duncan, S<^i:iarey, 
&ud Blackmore), at Hdbton, Cheshire; it nrfy now 
perhaps be in the Blackmore Museum in Salisbury. 
This was a small oil-painting of the Grecian princess — • 
head and shoulders. I thought it then — and , should 
probably still think it, were I to get sight of it again — 
a very choice specimen of my brother's skill. 

Mr. George Rae, of Birkenhead, the manager or 
managing-director of the North and South Wales Bank, 
and a great authority in his vocation, as proved by his 
book published towards LSSh, now appears as a pur- 
chaser of Rossettis works. Eventually he formed a very 
important collection of them, comparable with those be- 
longing to two purchasers of later date — Mr. Leyland 
and Mr. Graham. Mr. Rae^s first transaction with 
Rossetti occurred in 1802 ; he then bought the Mariana 
(or Heart of the Night), which had been previously offered 
to Mr. Leathart, and a circular painting in oil of a 
female head. In June 1863 th% painter wrote to 
enquire whether he might regard a double watercolour 
named The Sahitation of Beafi'ic^, already seen by Mr. 
Rae, as commissioned by him for c€210. This and all 
other letters from Rossetti to Rae have been liberally 
and spontaneously placed by the latter at my disposal, 
for the purpose of my present record. The answer 
returned was presumably in the affirmative. In Decem- 
ber Rossetti wrote again, mentioning two pictures, either 
of which might probably please Mr. Rae. One of these 
he had seen begun — the oil-picture named The Beloved, 
The other was Tristram and Ysealt drinking the love- 
potion,^ of whi^h Rossetti had shown Mr. Rae a design. 
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The former was to cost £315, in case the artist should 
introduce into its treatment all that he then proposed ; 
if the background were made to contain less matter, as 
suggested by Kae, the cost would diminish to £262 : 
the painter, however, stipulated that the nature of any 
change should be left entirely to his own discretion. 
Miss Heaton, he added, had already a certain claim 
upon The Beloved,^ but this would not be likely to prove 
an obstacle. The Tristram and Ysenlt, to contain full- 
length figures, was rated at £367. This was seemingly 
to be an oil-picture ; but I think my brother never did 
treat this subject in oil, but only in watercolour. It 
would appear that Mr. llae did not at the first blush 
wholly acquiesce in these proposed prices ; for there is 
another letter from Rossetti, also dated in December, 
saying that he had asked and received from his corre- 
spondent very slight prices for ^^a few small things^"* 
some time previously, but the sums now indicated were 
none the less quite within the artist’s present range. 
Mr. Rae had been willing to give £105 for ^^the little 
Lad^ Greendeevesf^ a watercolour executed in 1(859, 
and the prices now proposed were not out of scale with 
this. The result wa^'tfiat Mr. Rae commissioned The 
Beloved y the price being finally settled at £300, and the 
delivery of the picture being promised for not later than 
the end of 1864 — an undertaking which, as we shall see, 
was not accurately fulfilled. 

1864 . 

The picture of The Beloved^ called also The Bride, 
which has been accounted by some admirers Rossetti^s 
.finest work, represents the Bride of the Canticles, 
duly attended by her women, who rPnveils tas she 



43 


PAIWfmOS AND DESIGNS. 

approaches the advancing (but in the picture unseen) 
bridegroom. The head of the bride is one of the few 
which my brother painted from a professional model ; a 
sweet-looking beautiful young woman^ bearing a Scotch 
name (Miss Mackenzie, I think) : she was in high 
repute among artists about that time, and sat for the 
face only, not the figure. Another* head, that of the 
dark energetic-looking woman in profile to the specta- 
tor’s right, was painted from a gipsy named Keomi. The 
head of the negro boy may have been begun in Decem- 
ber, as Rossetti was then looking out for a proper model. 
Mr. Rae always rated the picture highly ; and indeed 
the cordial appreciation with which he and his family 
viewed my brother's art in general was such as to make 
it a pleasure to work for him. 

Scarcely was this matter of T/ie Beloved arranged 
with Mr. Rae when my brother found occasion to write to 
him, 24th February, on another subject. Mr. William 
Morris, he said, would like to dispose of the five water- 
colours by Rossetti which Mr. Rae had recently seen. 
These were The Death of B reuse sBns PitWj from the 
Mori Arthur^ The Chapel before the IjIhIs, The Tune 
of Seven Towers, The Blue CUI^et, and Francesca da 
Bimini. The first two were then very far advanced ; 
the next two quite finished ; the last, a subject in three 
compartments, needed a little re-touching. Mr. Morris 
had also at his own house a watercolour of a single 
figure. The Damsel of the Sangrael, from the Mori 
Arthur. For all these six works, in their then 
actual state, Mr. Morris, as Rossetti understood, would 
probably accept £262, but not any less. For their com- 
pletion Rossetti would himself charge £35 at the present 
time, Imt mot% at any other date, They are all,^^ he 
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added, ^^good specimens of my work — several, I believe, 
remarkably so; and two of them are of considerable 
size.’^ Mr. Rae having closed with these terms, 
Rossetti proceeded to complete the watercolours, which 
was done by the end of March, He pronounced the 
finishing of the B reuse sans Pitie a tough job/'^ and 
opined that it ought to have been managed with 
less labour, as the brilliancy of such effects requires 
the least work possible.^^ The Chapel hefore the Lists - 
satisfied him better, and was spoken of later on as one 
of my favourite drawings. Soon afterwards there was 
a double Dante, a watercolour which Mr. Rae wished 
to obtain ; but Lady Ashburton had forestalled him. 
Towards 1(S72 Mr. Rae had a catalogue of his pictures 
drawn up, and inserted in it certain quotations from the 
poems of Mr. Morris, as illustrating (I infer) the 
watercolours named The Tmie of Seven Towers and The 
Blue Closet, Rossetti’s remark on this point is worth 
recording here : The quotations from Morris should 
have been left out, as the poems were tte result of the 
pictures, but don^t at all tally to any purpose with them, 
though beautiful in themselves.^^ 

In May Mr. Trist^ a wine-merchant at Brighton, 
asked Rossetti to execute as an oil-picture a composi- 
tion, King RenPs Honeymoon^ which had been painted 
some while before on a wood panel for a cabinet belong- 
ing to Mr. John P. Seddon; the small oil-picture, 
which ^ot finished on 1st September, was to match 
anothier, of the like theme, painted by Madox Brown 
for Mn /Trist. In this same month of May another 
purchaser came forward. This was Mr. Mitchell, of 
Manchester, who commissioned for ^316 a picture, 
the suWect to be Rossetti^s option. <> Immediately 
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afterwards the subject of Venus was fixed upon, and 
the result was the oil- picture, Fenus Ferlicordia, This 
was amongp the largest canvases which my brother had 
as yet worked upon, and the picture had a greater 
degree of boldness and freedom of execution — not by 
any means, however, to the neglect of careful finish — 
than he had heretofore displayed. I always regarded it 
as one of his masterpieces ; and was disappointed when, 
seeing the Venus again in a sale-room in 1885, I found 
that he must at some time or other — probably towards 
1873 — have got it back from the purchaser, and re- 
worked upon it very extensively, seriously damaging (if 
I may trust my own judgment) the harmony or keeping 
between the figure and the floral and other accessories, 
and impairing the freshness and spontaneity of the 
entire conception and treatment. This was only one 
instance out of many of an uneasy over-fastidiousness on 
my brother's part, prompting him to the refurbishing of 
finished wo^ of an earlier phase in his practice, and 
leading to reMts seldom (I do not say never) wholly 
approvable, and often detrimental, of even not far from 
disastrous. About the same time, June 1864, Mr. 
Mitchell bought from Mr. Garfib^rt a Rossetti water- 
colour named Brimfall, which, along with another 
watercolour, The Marriage of St. George, he had seen 
in the dealer^s possession. 

The last stage in the triptych for Llandaff Cathedral 
was reached in this same June. Rossetti announced 
that his David would soon be sent away, being prob- 
ably the right-hand figure of the royal and virile* David, 
playing on hir harp to the glory of God. 

Rossetti was now in full swing of employment and 
commi^ions — tn artist of high r^utation in his own 
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circle, although, through his systematic avoidance of 
exhibition-rooms, the general public of amateurs and 
connoisseurs was necessarily unaware of his powers and 
performances, and only vaguely perhaps privy to his 
existence. His prices, as we have just had occasion 
to see, were still moderate, and very different from 
what he commanded in later years ; but they were quite 
sufficient to give him a steady and adequate income, which 
a man of more prudence in money-matters would ha\e 
turned into the foundation of a handsome fortune. 
This was not in my brother's line : money dripped from 
his fingers in all sorts of ways, unforecast at the time, 
and not always easily accounted for afterwards. In 
June yet another purchaser came forward, but he dis- 
appeared after a short while in a mysterious form of 
collapse highly unsatisfactory to Rossetti, and to him- 
self perhaps not altogether pleasurable. I refer to Mr. 
William Dunlop, a commercial magnate of Bingley, 
near Bradford in Yorkshire. He purchased for £136 a 
drawing (no doubt a watercolour) of l^Ae A?mimciatioh, 
which had previously been assigned to Mr. John Miller 
to clear off a debt. I have no recollection of the com- 
position of this subjeqt; it was probably different both 
from the early oil-picture known as Ecce Ancilla Domini^ 
and from the watercolour belonging to Mr. Boyce, in 
which the Virgin is represented as surprised by the 
apparition of the angel while she is standing in a 
streamlet. Mr. Dunlop also spoke of another picture 
which Rossetti vyas to paint for him — the subject to be 
settled soon ; and ultimately he commissioned that 
which Rossetti was wont to call The Boat of Love — 
Dante, Beatrice, and their intimates, embarking in a 
pleasure-boat, according to a fancy shac^wed forth in 
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one of the Florentine poet’s sonnets, Guido vorrei ’’ 
&c. Mr. Dunlop appears to have assented to a very 
large and wholly exceptional figure named for this 
picture (or possibly for this and something else beside), 
£^050, or even £:n00. He was closely succeeded by 
Mr. John Ileugh, whose proposed commissions, and 
their subsequent non-fulfilment, followed in the line of 
Mr. Dunlop, with equal and puzzling inconsistency. 
Mr. Heugh agreed to buy two watercolours, Soc rales 
taught to dance hg Aspasia^ which he saw begun, and 
some sacred subject. As a more important commission, 
the subject of The Alagdalene at the Door of Si)iioa the 
Pharisee — a composition which Rossetti had begun on 
a large canvas somewhere towards 1860 — was proposed. 
But over this Mr. Heugh hesitated, as he had an obvious 
right to do so. He wished Rossetti first to paint the 
head of Christ, on the understanding that, if he were 
to like that, he would then definitely commission the 
picture. He admired the heads in the Ophelia,’’ 
which must presumably be the watercolour named* The 
First Aladness of Ophelia, where ^Horatio leads the 
forlorn maiden away. Such a suggestion as that made 
by Mr. Heugh regarding the Ji^ad of Christ was not 
likely to fall in with the views of Rossetti, who appears 
to have proposed instead — and to this Mr. Heugh 
assented — that he would simply go on with the Magda- 
lene picture, and that Heugh might eventually relin- 
quish it if not well pleased with the head of the Saviour. 
These matters of Dunlop and Heugh hung over till the 
autumn of 1865, when Rossetti, having his hands com- 
paratively clear of other work, wrote to each of the 
proposing purchasers, saying that he was ready to take 
up their respective commissions, and consulting them 
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as to what remained to be attended to. Both of them 
replied with frigid or aggressive superciliousness. Some 
epistolary sparring ensued, at which my brother was a 
very dexterous hand whenever occasion compelled ; and 
the commissions never came to anything. It may have 
been, I suppose, somewhere about this time, or possibly 
some few years later, that Bossetti sketched out in 
monochrome on a rather large canvas the composition of 
IVie Boat of Love, one of the most considerable and 
trying groupings which he ever brought to the oil- 
colour stage. It remained in his studio up to his death, 
and was bought in 1883 for the Birmingham Public 
Gallery. My brother, I believe, could never understand 
— certainly at the time he could not — why these profess- 
ing patrons had come voluntarily forward in 1864, with 
all apparent eagerness to obtain some of his work, and 
afterwards, when the time had ripened for obtaining it, 
called off in so disputable a manner. 

Two of my brother's minor works are mentioned in 
a letter of July 1864. They are named Sa)eeUtooth 
and Monua Rosa, &d had for some while past belonged 
to Mr. Peter Miller, of Liverpool, a son of Mr. John 
Miller. I notice also a letter from Mr. Buskin, dating 
perhaps in the same year, and saying (in reply to some 
question on the subject) that he had never parted with 
any drawing by Bossetti, except the Paolo and Fran- 
cesca and the Launcelot, which I understand to be the 
group of Launcelot and Queen Guenevere meeting over 
the effigied tomb of King Arthur, This latter he had 
given to Mr. Butter worth, as Bossetti ^^had scratched 
out the eyes./^ The Golden IFater (Princess Parisade 
in the fairy tale) and T/te Passover in the Holy Family, 
also belonging to Buskin, were then (feposited in a 
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ladies^ schoal. He retained the portrait of Miss Siddal 
done by Rossetti, but would be willing to let him have 
it back some day. The letter closes with a reference to 
some money owing by the painter to the critic, and 
suggests that the latter might take, instead of the 
amount, The Boat of Lone — no doubt some version of 
the composition rateable at a price very different from 
that which had been named to Mr. Dunlop. 

In August 1864 Rossetti was hard at work on the 
floral foreground — roses and honeysuckles — of his 
Venus Verticordia. He lost a whole week, and 
pounds on pounds,^'' in hunting up honeysuckles. He 
also executed a smaller watercolour version of the same 
subject. Mr. Rae, who bought the replica for £105, 
referred to Blackmore^s picture as the gem of our 
little exhibition at Liverpool. I am uncertain what 
picture is here alluded to — possibly the Helen of Troy ; 
and I recall the slight detail chiefly as indicating 
that every now and then, notwithstanding his general 
and even rigid abstinence from exhibition-rooms, some- 
thing or other painted by my brotlfer came before the 
public eye. Rossetti considered that in the watercolour 
VenuSy as compared with the o'i'Ppainting, some advan- 
tageous alterations had been introduced. These altera- 
tions affected the character of figure, action, and 
expression, which please me much better as to charm 
and delicacy. I really (he added) do not think the 
large picture chargeable with anything like Ettyism, 
which I loathe ; but am quite sure the little one has not 
a shadow of it. Drapery of any kind I could not 
introduce without quite killing my own idea.^^ He 
thought of modifying the larger picture, on the same 
lines as«the snmller one; and I dare say this was actually 
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done before the oil-picture reached Mr. Mitchell. The 
watercolour was sent to Mr. Rae in [December, having 
(as the painter said) stuck by me more than anything 
I ever did, I think. Something had been done with it 
while Rossetti was on a short visit to Paris in November. 
Here he had inspected some recent works of the French 
school, and had been much delighted with the paintings 
(not then so generally famous as they are now) of 
Millet; a name, as he observed in writing to Mr. Rae, 
curiously identical with that of our best English 
painter.^^ 

1866 . 

At some time in this year Rossetti made the two 
designs which were engraved as wood-cuts illustrating 
our sister^s poem, T/ie Fnvce\s Progress. Mr. Frederick 
J. Shields — whom I have already named in this re- 
cord — now appears among his correspondents: an 
artist on whose work Rossetti set a high value, and 
whom he respected and loved as a man — an affectionate 
and self-oblivious friend, one of the small group present 
at my brother's &eath-bed. The introduction to Mr. 
Shields, then hardly known to be an artist, was, I be- 
lieve, one of the benefits which my brother owed to 
Rusk in. 

In January Mr. Shields wrote expressing admiration 
of the watercolour of Hesterna Rosa belonging to Mr. 
Craven of Manchester. This is a composition of old 
date, best known in. the form of a pen-and-ink drawing 
dated 1853. It represents a tent occupied by a group 
of men and women, — the men throwing dice, one of the 
women sadly reminiscent of the vanished days of her 
innocence; and it bears the motto of Sir Henry Taylor^s 
verses, 
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‘‘ Quotli tong-ue of iioither muid nor wife 
To heart of u(‘ither wife nor maid,” »fcc. 

Ill the summer correspondence of the same year 
three other watercolours executed by llossetti for Mr. 
Craven^ or still in progress for him^ are mentioned. 
One is drawing mainly gold and white/^ with which 
the purchaser was highly pleased (the oil-picture of 
Alonna Vaniia or Bricolon* lias the same combinati<in 
of tints, but I cannot say whether the watercolour 
may or may not have been a replies of that). The 
second subject is the Aurora drawing/^ and the third 
is IFas/riag Hands — a large watercolour in which, con- 
trary to my brother's usual practice^ the costume adopted 
was that of the eighteenth century. The price of this 
last was, I gather, probably £157. 

The transactions with Mr. llae in this year related 
to various jiictures. First came, at my brother's own 
suggestion, some little additional work to the water- 
colour of Fen us Fertlcordia, and to the armour of the 
Brease sans Pitie, In the foreground of The Beloved 
he had oviginaUy painted a mulatto girl ; hut in March 
he resolved to take out this iig^ure, substituting for it a 
black boy. I mean the colour of my picture,^"’ he said, 
^^to be like jewels, and the Jet would be invaluable;^^ and 
he spoke of The Beloved as my present pet among my 
pictures. In June he explained that the delay wliich 
had occurred in completing this picture was really due 
to his having enlarged the subject beyond the terms of 
the original agreement. Early in December the only 
things which remained as yet undone were the roses in 
the black boy^s cup, and one or two other details. In 
June he offered to Mr. Eae for £420 a picture just 
begun, be liamed The (^ueen of Beauty. Mr. Kae 

^ a 
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assented^ and paid a first instalment of i)100 ; but by 
December Rossetti had determined to lay aside T/ie 
Queen of Beaut t / — and I think it was never proceeded 
with — in favour of a different subject from a different 
sitter. This was first entitled Balviiferay and after- 
wards Sibtjlla Palmiferay and was likewise offered to 
Mr.iRae. So also was a watercolour named A Fight 
for a IFoman, It had been begun for Mr. Gambart^ 
who however considered it likely to prove unpopular.^ ^ 
Mr. Rae was not disconcerted on hearing this, and he 
bought the painting for <£52. It was finished by 21st 
December^ and went off to Mr. Rac^ along with the re- 
vised Venus and B reuse sans Bitie, 

Two letters from Mr. Ruskin^ belonging probably to 
this if not to the preceding year^ are the last which I 
find from his hand ; 1 hardly think that he and my 
brother either corresponded or met again. In one letter 
he says that he still likes the painter^s old work^ and 
has just been framing a subject which he terms the 
golden girl with the black guitar but he disliked a 
recent (so-called) Ij'lora, evidently in fact the large oil- 
picture of Venus Verticordiaj with its foreground of 
Dses and honeysucklest In the second letter he ex- 
plains his view as to this painting : he thought the 
flowers wonderful but coarse. I cannot say whether 
my brother ever answered this letter; perhaps he re- 
garded the divergence of view as now radical and irre- 
parable, and therefore fruitful of irritation without 
compensating advantage, and preserved a moody and a 
final silence. He was certainly one of those artists who 
think that their own innate personal turn in invention 
and in style cannot profitably be pruned and trimmed to 
suit the dicta of criticism, however eidightensd. The 
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critic may possibly be right; but the artist has to pursue 
his own path none the less, and guide himself by his 
own light. Probably the great majority of. creative 
or inventive painters are of his mind. They could not 
work out on any other terms such faculty as is within 
them; and it is well for the art that so it should bo, 
for the levelling and moderating line of criticism is, 
after all, only a deduction or an equilibrium between 
the varying and often irreconcilable aims and extra- 
normal developments of artists of exceptional calibre. 
The originating minds and hands in art cannot — to use 
the arithmetical phrase — be reduced to a common de- 
nominator/^ 

In a letter of October the oil-picture of Fair Itosa- 
mond is mentioned, and in one of December that of 
The Blue Bower, which had been begun in April, and 
finished in two months; also the designs for stained 
glass illustrating in seven subjects The Parable of the 
Vineyard, Of these more anon. 

Of The Blue Bower the story was told to my brother 
by some one that Mr. Gambart, Having bought this 
picture of him for £210, had re-sold it to a collector — Mr. 
Mendel — for £1680. The picTOke-dealer wrote to deny 
this statement, adding that, were the story to get about, 
the collector would no doubt return the picture on his 
hands, and £500 would not again be forthcoming for 
it ; also that he presumed the false rumour to have been 
Rossetti^s incentive for recently asking the dealer £525 
for a single head, out of scale with his usual prices. 
This little controversy belongs to the last month of the 
year. Some years afterwards it was alleged that in fact 
Gambart had sold the picture to the Agnews for £500, 
and that the Agnews had re-sold it for a much larger 
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sum. T/ie Blue Bower, a half-figure of a woman playing 
a musical instrument, is one of my brother's most vigor- 
ous and brilliant pieces of painting, with much sump- 
tuous accessory. It is however less ideal and more sen- 
suous in feature and treatment than almost any other of 
his female figures : hence, while it attracts some eyes, it 
is in comparative disfavour with others. 

A letter from my brother to a relative, dated towards 
the end of the year, states that his diary for the five 
months ending 81st October shows that only twelve 
days had ])assed when he was not working at his easel : 
a very fair record of professional diligence. I cannot 
accurately define what this diary may have been. 
To the l)est of my knowledge and belief, my brother 
never kept a diary, in the ordinary sense of the term, 
later than in 1810 or thereabouts, when I can remember 
that he did so for some few months. His so-called 
diary in the year 1865 can only, I think, have been a 
brief jotting-down of work in hand &c. Even that has 
disappeared, leaving no trace behind. The earlier diary 
of 1810 — which I l^new at the time, and thought enter- 
taining — must, I apprehend, have been purposely de- 
stroyed within two or th^^ee years ensuing. How gladly 
•would I re-examine its pages now ! 

1866 . 

The picture of The Beloved was in the hands of its 
purchaser, Mr. Rae, by the E3rd February 1806 — a 
long delay beyond the originally promised date, the end 
of 1861, yet not unreasonable, in proportion to the 
further development which had been given to its pic- 
torial material. Early in 1878 it was again, at his 
own invitation, confided to its painter, then living at 
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Kelmscott ; and he re-worked upon it with zeal and 
satisfaction. He considered several things in the pic- 
ture to he out of keeping. When he finished with it 
towards the end of March, ho deemed it to be worth 
double the money/'’ and could say, It is now as 
mellow and rich as ever I did, without being a bit 
darker.^^ He had modified the tone of colour, and 
the heads of the bride and the gipsy-woman, and had 
repainted the bride^s left hand. 

As mentioned under the preceding year, my brother 
had offered to Mr. Rae his forthcoming picture SibjiUa 
Dalmifera. The price, at first assessed at £577, was 
reduced to £4^0, on condition that the instalment of 
£100 already paid for the relinquished work. The Queen 
of Beauty^ should not count as applicable to Sibylla 
Palmifent, but should be made good to Mr. Rae by 
delivery of some additional production as well. The 
title Balmifera {Sibylla was an afterthought) was 
adopted, wrote Rossetti, to mark the leading place 
which I intend her to hold among my beauties. 
His experience with T/ie Beloved^not having been 
favourable to the prefixing of a definite date for delivery 
of a picture, he held back fron^/jiaking any stipulation 
of that kind regarding Valmifera^ remarking in a 
characteristic phrase, There is no knowing in such a 
lottery as painting, where all things have a chance 
against one — weather, stomach, temper, model, paint, 
patience, self-esteem, self-abhorrence, and the devil into 
the bargain.^^ 

In May he sent the canvas of this picture to be en- 
larged, and he wrote : I have somewhat extended my 
idea of the picture, and have written a sonnet (which I 
subjoin and shall have put on the frame) to embody the 
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conception — that of Beauty ihe Palm-giver, i.e,, the 
Principle of Beauty, which draws all high-toned men 
to itself, whether with the aim of embodying it in art, 
or only of attaining its enjoyment in life/^ This 
is the sonnet which was first published as Sibylla 
Palmifera in my brothey^s volume of Poems, 1870 ; 
and was afterwards, with th© altered title of SonVs 
Beauty^ inserted into the Sonnet- sequence named The 
House of Life, 

There is a letter from Rossetti to Mr. llae dated in 
April 1870, saying that he had then undertaken to paint 
for a friend a replica of Sibylla Palmifera, of the same 
size as the original work, at rather more than double its 
price. I should say however that this project was 
relinquished, and that no such full-sized replica was 
ever produced. 

In August 1866 Lord Mount-Temple^ then the 
Honourable William Cowper Temple, settled to buy the 
Beata Beatrix, which has often, but not accurately, been 
termed The Dying Beatrice, It represents Beatrice in 
a semi- super n a tur^jl trance, ominous and symbolic of 
death, but not in any i^nse dead; and was painted some 
while after the death^f my brother's wife, probably 
beginning in 1863, with portraiture so faithfully remi- 
niscent that one might almost say she sat, in^irit and 
to the mind^s eye, for the face. In 1866 brother 
was occupied also upon an oil-portrait of our mother — 
life-sized and three-quarters length. 

1867 . 

In February Mr. Craven asked Rossetti to proceed 
with the watercolour of The Bet urn of Tihullns to Delia, 
one of the more important compositions whjch he 
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executed in this medium, some 19 inches by 23 in 
dimensions. Its price was about £235. It seems 
to have been finished in July, along* with the Aiirm'a 
watercolour for the same purchaser. Mr. Craven speaks 
likewise of the watercolour of Morning Mnsic, which 
he had seen at a dealer^s, and of another toilet-sub- 
ject/*^ which he Undertook to buy on the understand- 
ing that the painter worfld at some future time produce 
a pendent to it at the same price; and he expressed a 
that hope Rossetti would soon set-to in earnest at the 
large composition — also, I think, a watercolour — -of 
Michael Scoti^s IFooing, This was an invention of my 
brothers own, weird in feeling and pictorial in distri- 
bution, for which he tried various designs in prepara- 
tory stages. It was a subject of predilection with 
him, and yet, to the best of my knowledge, he never 
actually produced it in colour. A letter of Rossetti^s, 
of uncertain date, refers to the bad copy of Tibul- 
lus, evidently implying that there was some other 
and better copy; the figures in the bad copy were 
of about the same size as in the •double watercolour 
of Dante which I sold to £^dy Ashburton, A 
companion to the Tibullus^ia also mentioned; also 
a Beatrice watercolour,'^'’ which was priced at £315. 

The Jointing of Found is again referred to in the 
spring orthis year. Rossetti was then proposing to re- 
pay to Mr. Leathart the money which had already been 
advanced for the work, and to relinquish the commis- 
sion. Mr. Leathart would have preferred to receive his 
purchase; yet assented to the proposal, in case the 
painter could not see his way to completing the picture 
in some moderate space of time. The life-sized crayon- 
drawing of mjr sister Christina, poising her head on her 
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raised hands, is also referred to in correspondence of this 
year. 

Another abortive commission now appears on the 
scene. Mr. Michael Halliday, a Parliamentary Clerk 
who took to painting, and who earned a rather marked 
reputation as a semi-professional painter, was on friendly 
terms with my brother — being indeed one of the most 
companionable and serviceable of men — and he had 
])rompted Mr. Matthews, of the wealthy brewing firm 
of Ind, Coope, & Co., to commission a life-sized picture 
from a design which my brother had made, named 
Aspectii Medusa. The price was to be £\blh, as 
settled in July. This design represents Andromeda, 
who, having an extreme curiosity to see the severed 
head of Medusa, is allowed by Perseus to contemplate 
its reflection in a tank o£ water — the head itself (it need 
hardly be remarked) having the fatal property of turn- 
ing the gazer into stone. Rossetti wrote and published 
a few verses embodying this conception. He laid much 
stress on the design, began life-sized studies for it, and 
was for years very anxious to carry it out as a picture, but 
never did so. After giving the commission, however, 
Mr. Matthews felt a gjjfe^t repugnance to the notion of 
the severed head, as being a horrid and unsightly detail ; 
and on the last day of the year, following not a little 
debate and uncertainty, he wrote, asking that some 
different subject might be substituted. The sequel of 
this affair belongs to the ensuing year. 

The photographs taken from a series of designs, 
seven in mimber,'made by Rossetti from the Bar able of 
the Vineyard^ as cartoons for stained glass, are again 
mentioned in a letter of July 1867 ; the designs had been 
done, or at any rate begun, as far back as December 1861. 

u 
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The glass is to be seen, I believe, in a ehureli at 
Scarborough, St. Martin on the Hill, built by Mr. 
Bodley. This leads me to speak of my brother's 
connexion with the now celebrated firm of decora- 
tive art, Morris & Co., originally Morris, Marshall, 
Falkner, & Co., which was the name borne by the firm 
throughout the period of Bossetti^s association with 
it. The firm was certainly in existence in hSGl, for a 
letter from Ilossetti of July in that year speaks of ids 
having been at work ^^on the centre light for the shop 
glass.'^^ Mr. William Morris, the poet o£ 77/^^ Earlhly 
Paradise, had, as we have seen, joined with llossefdi, 
Eurne Jones, and others, in the painting of the Hall of 
the Oxford Union; he had, from the first, a particular 
turn for decorative art in its various branches, whether 
as regards invention, or in relation to the practical pro- 
cesses of work. Another leading member of the group 
who had always been attentive to decorative art, in such 
matters as the furnishing of houses &e., was Mr. Ford 
Madox Brown, my brother's most intimate friend since 
lSt8. The first suggestion for forming some such firm 
came from Mr. Peter Paul Marshall, an engineer, son- 
in-law of Mr. John Miller of Joyerpool, who has been 
already mentioned more than once. Rossetti was the 
first to close with the idea. Through him Madox 
^ Brown was enlisted, followed by Burnc Jones; also the 
^‘Falkner^^ whose name appeared in the firm, and Mr. 
Philip Webb the architect. All these seven were in 
fact the partners constituting the firm. Mr. Morris 
put some money into the concern to set it going, and 
each of the others co-operated in a minor degree ; Mr. 
Charles Falkner, an Oxford mathematician, joined, as 
being an intimate friend of Mr. Morris. The latter 
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took the principal part as director and manager of all 
the firings practical operations. He himself furnished 
many designs in the various classes of decorative art ; 
Brown^ JoneS; and llossetti^ and in a lesser d^ree 
Webb, co-operated with designs, confined chiefly to 
stained glass, receiving payment in proportion to their 
actual produce. The total number of designs thus 
executed by my brother cannot have been large; 
the series from the Parable of the Vinei^anl was 
about the most considerable. The firm continued for 
several years on much the same footing, the partners 
meeting from time to time in a sufficiently informal 
manner, and constantly speaking of the enterprise as 
^^the sliop.”’^ It gradually advanced in importance and 
influence. Towards the close of 1874 the partnership 
was dissolved, with the full concurrence of some of the 
members, but not of all, and Mr. Morris remained for a 
while in sole ])ossession. Of the great part which the 
firm of Morris, Marshall, Falkner, & Co.,^^ or now 
Morris & Company,^^ has borne in developing, or in- 
deed revolutionizirfg, decorative design and practice in 
this country, I need not speak here. It is a portion of 
the artistic and indusj?fRil history of our times, written 
upon our walls in the guise of wall-papers, spread out 
beneath our feet in the form of carpets, and patent to 
the eye in a hundred ways. 

It was in 1867 that Mr. Henry Treffry Dunn was en- 
gaged by my brother as his artistic assistant, a position 
which he continued to occupy up to very nearly the end of 
Rossetti^c life — tracing drawings on to canvas, preparing 
duplicates, and otherwise rendering much valuable and 
zealous assistance. He worked to some extent also on 
his own account, with superior perception and skill. 
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Mr. Dunn was not my brother's first assistant, having 
been preceded for two or three years by Mr. W. J. 
Knewstub, who showed good artistic aptitude. He had 
from the first a marked gift for comic design (but this 
was not staple work for llossetti^s studio), and eventually 
for colour and other graceful qualities in watercolour. 

A letter from Mr, Shields, dated in December, refers 
to a picture of Liliih ; it was then in the possessidH of 
Mr. Tong, having been bought from Mr. Gambart. 
This is a less elaborate version in watercolour of the 
Lilith to be mentioned in the year ensuing. 

1868 

begins with further correspondence between Rossetti 
and Mr. Matthews. In consequence of the objection 
raised to a necessary detail of treatment in the Jspecia 
Medusa^ Rossetti ofiEered to substitute another subject, 
Daniels Dream — the same subject of which he had made 
various years before a watercolour, the property of Miss 
Heaton of Leeds. For the oil-picture there would be 
five figures of less than life-size, th^ price (higher than 
that of the Medusa) to be £2100. Mr. Matthews liked 
the subject, but not the price ; *aad pronounced that some 
small works would suit him best, Rossetti hereupon 
undertook to execute the Dante for £1575. But to 
this also Mr. Matthews demurred : he would not be tied 
down to any defined price. The correspondence does 
not show any subsequent stage in this affair. I can 
recollect that my brother felt hurt and nettled, and made 
this apparent to Mr. Matthews, who expressed much 
concern, and, by means of Mr. Halliday (who firmly 
upheld RossettFs general view of the transaction), 
effector a ^conciliation. Mr. Matthews did not 
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however^ to the best of my remembrance^ buy anything : 
certainly not the Banters Bream — which, as is well 
known, was not very long afterwards taken in hand 
and executed in oils on a large scale, far larger than any 
other picture whatsoever from Rossetti^s easel. A dif- 
ferent oil-painting from Dante — apparently the mono- 
chrome Boat of Lore, spoken of under the year 1864 — 
i$" mentioned in a letter from Mr. Craven dated in 
January 1867 ; he had seen and liked it, and wished to 
have a watercolour of it for the money paid on ac- 
count of the larger commission (perhaps this refers to 
Michael Scolfs Wooing), I am satisfied that no such 
watercolour was ever painted. 

I find in this year two abortive attempts to induce 
my brother to recede from his system of abstaining 
from exhibition altogether. Sir Joseph Noel Paton the 
painter (now Queen^s Limner in Scotland) asked him 
to exhibit something in the Royal Scottish Academy, 
saying that, if Rossetti could procure from the owners the 
pictures of The Braved and Venus Verticordia, both of 
which Sir Joseph had seen in a state approaching com- 
pletion, they would not^fail to obtain places of honour. 
In the following month, Pebruary, Mr, Craven said that 
he had promised to lend to the Great Exhibition at 
Leeds’ the Tibullus and Bella diViAIhQ Washing Hands, 
He withdrew this offer on learning that it was contrary 
to the artistes liking, and the Scottish Academy had also 
to forego the paintings designated by Sir Noel Paton, 
About the same time Rossetti was engaged in insuring 
from fire his own paintings and drawings in his house 
in Cheyne Walk ; he assessed their value at £2000. 

Mr. Shields, writing in Pebruary, said that he 
had seen at Mr. McConnePs RossettPs ^atercdlour of 
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Tristram and Yseidt drinking the love-potion, and he 
agreed with the painter in rating it highest among all 
his watercolours. This painting passed out of Mr. 
McConnells possession in 187^; as we have seen under 
the year 18G3, Rossetti then contemplated painting the 
subject in oil, for which the medium of watercolour was 
substituted in 1867. Mr. Shields added that a Mr. 
Johnson, after some demur, was desirous of purchasing, 
for the £100 which had been asked, the designs (already 
mentioned) from the Parable of the Vineyard. 

At the end of February comes the first trace of Mr. 
Frederick R. Leyland as one of the purchasers of my 
brother's paintings. He then wrote that ^^the three 
pictures had arrived, without giving any indication of 
what they were. Mr. Leyland soon became personally 
intimate with Rossetti, to their mutual satisfaction. He 
was very attentive to him in his last illness at Birching- 
ton ; and at the time of my brother's death possessed 
a collection of his works second to none — or indeed 
superior to all others. In August he sent some money, 
on account either of Mrs. Leylan^’s picture (portrait 
presumably) or of the Aspecta Afedusa ; but the latter, 
as I have already said, was never executed on canvas. 
He had commissioned the picture of Lililh, and also a 
Lucrezia Borgia — one of the variations of the subject 
(already mentioned) of Lucrezia preparing a poison- 
draught for her husband. Lilith represents a beautiful 
blonde woman (the same sitter as in Bocca Baciata and 
The Blue Bower) -combing out her hair ; the accessories 
are those of an ordinary modern tiring-chamber. There 
is thus in the picture not anything to connect it with 
Lilith the first serpent-bride of Adam, nor to indicate 
a dee{^ occult meaning of any kind In Rossetti^s 
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inteation, however^ the picture means Body^s Beauty,^^ 
as contrasted with SouFs Beauty in the Sibylla Paha- 
if era ; and he wrote two sonnets, now bearing these 
titles, which develop the intention. This Lilith was 
begun, I believe, in 1861. 

This same year, 1868, bears record o£ two other new 
purchasers — Mr. Leonard R. Valpy, a solicitor, and Mr. 
William Graham, then M.P. for Glasgow. Both these 
gentlemen were earnest admirers of Rossetti^s works — 
Mr. Valpy mainly in relation to their spiritual signi- 
ficance or suggestiveness, Mr. Graham for their general 
attraction as works of art in beauty and colour. Mr. 
Valpy was an estimable gentleman, a little punctilious 
and fidgeting ; he had a particular objection to nudity 
(to which indeed my brother's pictures show no pro- 
pensity worth speaking of), and was disquieted even by 
a pair of bare arms. Mr. Graham showed himself a 
constant, cordial, and affectionate friend, conspicuously 
so in 1872, in a dangerous crisis of my brother's health. 
In May 1868 Mr. Valpy wrote of his possessing a 
^^full bust^^ (half-fength figure in crayons I assume) by 
Rossetti, and said that he would like to obtain other 
works of the same cafiibre. He had heard that the 
Aspecta Medusa was to be executed, and remarked that 
Mr. Burton the painter (now Sir Frederick, Director of 
the National Gallery) greatly admired the crayon design 
of it. Mr. Graham sent £500 on account of anything 
which Rossetti might be minded to allot to him from 
among works then in hand. Rather than the subject of 
Three Roses (called also Rosa Triplex), he would wish to 
have a version of the Banters Bream, or of the Magdalene 
at the Boor of Simon the Pharisee ; but he was not pre- 
pared to commission definitely either of these extensive 
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and costly subjects. He also wanted Rossetti to do a 
crayon-drawings of the Beafa Beatrix, 

Another letter, belonging I think to this year, is from 
Miss Spartali (now Mrs. Stillman), herself a painter 
of uncommon gifts, who more than once favoured 
my brother with sittings for some ideal head — as for 
instance the lady at the spectator's right in 
Bream, and the Fiammelta, Her letter refers to ibe 
oil-portrait of Airs, JFilliam Jlforris — seated, in a dark- 
blue dress — as being now finished. There seems to have 
been some idea of getting this work engraved, but it 
was never effected. 


1869 . 

This year affords evidence of the zeal with which 
Mr. Graham was animated for my brother's art. Ho 
had seen the design of Pandora, but hesitated to com- 
mission it at the price required — £()8£, or £785. This 
difficulty was solved by an offer from Mr. Graham’s 
uncle, Mr. John Graham of Skelmorlie, to buy the large- 
sized picture (to be finished that saiSe yea\, 1809) for 
£735, or £787, which seems to have been the price even- 
tually paid; the nephew himself taking a smaller dupli- 
cate for £3G7. The latter had by this time (February 
1869) made up his mind to the purchase of the Banters 
Bream, and in April he assented to the proposed price, 
£1575, suggesting as dimensions 0 ft. by 3J ; I need 
not remind such readers as know the picture that in 
point of fact this size was enormously exceeded, some- 
what to Mr. Graham’s dismay. He wished likewise to 
have the refusal of any drawings which Rossetti might 
make as studies for the painting. Banters Bream (being 
the sam^subjeefc of which Rossetti had made an early 
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watercolour, as noted under the year 1856, but a 
different composition) represents the vision which 
Dante, in the Flta Nova, records himself - to have 
had of the then imminent death of Beatrice. Beatrice 
has, according to the vision, just expired ; two ladies 
arc in the act of lowering a pall over her; Love, kiss- 
ing her lips, leads Dante forward to gaze and mourn. 
Mr. Graham also commissioned a replica of the Sil^f/lla 
Paimifera, in watercolour, or of small size in oil, 
for £367 ; bought the Three Rosea; wished for a 
duplicate of a drawing of Miss Spartali ; and undertook 
to buy a variation in watercolour of the oil-portrait of 
Mrs. Morris for £367, and the Found for £810, leaving 
over for further consideration some question as to the 
copyright of this picture, and a replica of it. He 
appears to have been, in the early part of the year, the 
owner of a minor version of the Venus Verlicordia ; 
and of the oil-picture of Alariana In the Moated Grange, 
into which Rossetti had undertaken to put a second 
figure, that of the page playing on a lute. The head of 
this page was painted from Mr. Grahani^s son William; 
and a crayon drawing of the youth was executed gratis 
towards the same time.*’ 

In the spring of 1869 my brother made a cartoon 
for a stained-glass window. The Sermon on the Flain, 
It was done in memory of our aunt. Miss (Margaret) 
Polidori, deceased in 1867 ; and was executed by the 
Morris firm,, and set up in Christ Church, Albany Street, 
Regent^s Park, the place of worship assiduously attended 
by our aunt for at least a quarter of a century preceding 
her death.’ A crayon-portrait of Mrs. Tebbs (a cordial 
friend, herself a member of the Seddon family) belongs 
also to this year. 
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111 a letter addressed to myself by my brother in 
September I find a reference to one of his pen-and-ink 
designs, the Cassandra prophesying the death of Hector, 
for which he wrote a brace of sonnets. This design had 
(as previously indicated) been done several years before ; 
it was one of those which my brother anxiously wished 
to carry out some day as a picture, but ho never did so. 
Ill the autumn of 1869 circumstances luid arisen which 
alarmed him as to the possibility of finding himself fore- 
stalled by some other painter in the use of some of the 
subjects of his own invention which he saw no early 
opportunity of executing : and it was on this ground 
that he mentioned to me the Cassandra, along with two 
other inventions that he viewed with partiality — The 
Passover in the Holy Family, and The Magdalene at the 
Door of Simon the Pharisee. 

About the same time he was occupied with the idea 
of re-working upon the Triptych, in Llandaff Cathedral, 
of the worship of the Infant Christ by a King and a 
Shepherd. A letter from the llev. W. Bruce, of 
Llandaff, expresses his willingness to support Rossetti 
wish to receive back the picture for this purpose, adding 
that the notion of colouring the frame could not be 
entertained. I infer, however, that the picture was in 
fact never sent to London for re-working. In the 
September of one year or other, perhaps 1869, my 
brother went to Llandaff, and there re-touched the 
picture, and much improved (as he considered) the 
centre-piece by lightening the Virgin and Child.^^ 

Another work of restoration or completion was 
mooted in the autumn. Mr. Thursfield wrote enquir- 
ing whether Rossetti would like to finish his distemper- 
painting in the Hall of the Oxford Union, or whether 
F 2 
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he could suggest some mode of filling the central blank. 
This must refer to the second of the two subjects which 
Eossetti had of old undertaken — Sir Galahad receiving 
the SangraeL Subsequently he notified the willingness 
of the Committee to spend a sum not exceeding £100 
for completing the aforenamed paintings on the under^ 
standing that Eossetti (from whom no doubt this 
suggestion came) would send down an artist for the 
purpose ; and in a later letter it was arranged that Mr. 
Dunn should act. It may be safely said that this 
scheme never took effect, but I know not why. 

A letter to Mr. Eae, dated in August IcSOO, adverts 
to two pictures executed in j)receding years. Eos- 
setti expressed himself as pleased to hear that Manna 
Vanna^ painted in 1860, bears not only inspection but 
possession.*’^ Alonna Vanna (which has in practice re- 
tained that title, although, as we shall see further on, 
it ought properly to be called Belcolore) is a half-figure 
of a lady holding a feather fan : the tints of the richly 
patterned dress are white and gold. When this picture 
appeared in 1883 in Burlington House, in the collection 
of works by Eossetti which was associated with the dis- 
play of Old Masters ^or that year, it proved to be a 
special favourite with the public : indeed, I consider 
that according to the taste of most visitors — of whom 
only a minority gave their predilection to the product of 
Eossetti^s later period dating from about 1872 onwards 
— Manna Fauna AiwideA The Beloved the highest 
praise of all ; nor was it undeserving of this preference, 
so far as sweetness, evenness, and fine simplicity of exe- 
cution, are concerned, apart from depth of insight or of 
significance. In the same exhibition was a smalte: oil- 
picture named Aureliaj of very high fiiiish of ^handling, 
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and bearing some analogy, on a minor scale, to the 
painting entitled Lilith. This painted in 1863, 

and originally named Fazio^s Alistress, is also referred 
to in the letter of August 1869. Fazio^s MidressF 
wrote Rossetti, ought to be renamed. It was always 
an absurd misnomer in a hurry ; and the thing is much 
too full of queer details to embody the poem quoted, 
which is a tliirteenth-ccntury production. Do have the 
writing on the frame effaced, and call it anything else. 
Aurelia would do very well for the golden hair. I doiVt 
think it bad ; but it was done at a time when I had a 
mania for buying bricabrac, and used to stick it into my 
pictures.'^^ 

In 1873 Rossetti got back both these pictures, to 
give them a re-touching : they, as well as The Beloved^ 
came prosperously out of the dangerous ordeal. He 
then wrote that he had re-named Monna Fa7ina as 
BelcolorCj which had served as a female name in Venice. 
This, he wrote, was the title I originally meant the 
picture to have ; only, when done, I doubted whether 
it quite deserved the name of ^ Fair llolour ^ \ I think 
now there will be no misnomer.^^ Some question had 
been raised about certain rings fiainted in this picture. 
One of them was removed by the artist in 1873. As to 
another ring, he observed that its strong green was re- 
quired to balance the colours of the work, and he con- 
sidered the tint not excessive for a beryl or emerald- 
matrix* The name of Alouna Vagina had (like that 
of Fazio’s Mistress) a thirteenth-century sound about 
it, being got by Rossetti out of Dante ; and he felt it to 
be ^appropriate for so comparatively modern-looking a 
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was one of tlie marked years of my brother's life. The 
Dante\^ Dream was growinc^ into form and colour under 
bis hand^ Jfnd his volume entitled Poems came out in the 
Spring, with his own design for the binding, just before 
he completed the forty-second year of his age. 

The year opens with a letter from Mr. Shields, 
expressing satisfaction that Rossetti had again taken up 
his old picture Found, and had engaged a male model to 
sit for it ] also that he had resolved to set about paint- 
ing various subject-pictures already projected or de- 
signed. I have often — too often — had occasion to say 
before now that some important design by my brother, 
intended as the foundation for a picture, was never 
carried out in that form — as for instance the Cassandra, 
the Boat of Lore, the Aspecta Medusa, &c. It may be 
as well here to offer a few remarks as to the reasons for 
these frequent miscarriages of his inventive projects. 
The first and most constantly operating reason was that 
my brother, as a^non-exhibiting artist, had necessarily 
to rely upon a small and close circle of purchasers ; and 
that these purchasets nvere in general more anxious 
to secure such specimens of his art as consisted of ideal 
female half-figures or heads than to commission work 
of any other class. Steadily occupied as he thus was, 
Rossetti had little time, though he had earnest incli- 
nation, to set-to upon work requiring a large amount 
of previous reflection and preparation. He often chafed 
to see the months and the years slipping away without 
adequate embodiment of his more elaborate and signifi- 
cant inventions ; but so fate and opportunity willed it.' 
Something should also be allowed fo^ the ^jict that 
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he had very little natural turn^ and had never applied 
himself to the requisite technical discipline, for carryinGj 
out large scenic schemes, whether of open-air landscape 
or of interior combinations, such as would have been 
needed for his more crowded compositionsj the ALffj- 
dalenCy or the CaBmndra^ or some others ; and intensity 
of spiritual expression, even in a single face, had to his 
mind some counterbalancing claims, even against 
moving and fascinating qualities of an epic or dramatic 
story, however vividly grouped, or wliatever its depth of 
meaning. After making every allowance of this kind, the 
rarity of achievement of his larger projects in art must 
remain matter of regret, and to some extent of censure. 

Mr. William Graham is again in 1S7() an active corre- 
spondent. On the loth of March ho s])oke of 
Dream as being nearly on the stocks ; and reminded 
Rossetti of a promise of his to paint Amy soon as a com- 
panion to Bellehuona, which is the same small oil-picture 
that was exhibited, under the title of II Jlamoscello, at 
Burlington House in lSS»k Later on, 29tli June, 
Rossetti had offered Mr. Graham ♦ten of the studies 
made in preparation for the ])ainting of Danhds Dream ; 
but for these Mr. Graham couid not find the requisite 
space, so he proposed to take only four of them, for 
which £100 had been paid, or preferably four different 
female studies. In the middle of September the 
^ Pandora then in preparation for Mr. John Graham (the 
Uncle) is discussed. Rossetti was minded to enlarge it 
from three-quarters size to full-length : this suggestion 
was staved off by a proposal that William Graham 
would himself take a separate full-length version. The 
picture for Mr. John Graham was completed in February 
1871. * As to4:he studies of heads made for the Daniels 
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Bream there is iti one of Rossetti^s letters the observa- 
tion : I have made careful studies of the heads, of a 
certain size; which should be adhered to in order to 
trace them, which is the only way of sure work in paint- 
ing, I find/^ The different nude studies for the 
same picture are likewise spoken of, and the drapery- 
studies/^ The following remarks on the oil-picture are 
also worth extracting : — I am quite bent on making 
the picture thoroughly forcible and well relieved as a 
primary necessity, without which I could not endure its 
existence. This has been the case, I feel sure, with all 
work I have finished lately, and is rapidly becoming the 
case with this now. Only my habit is to leave these 
considerations absolutely alone in putting-in the 
materials of a picture, and to transform it completely 
afterwards in such respects. The outside parts are 
getting light again as I go on, and will bo quite bril- 
liant evcntually.-^^ 

A letter from Mr. Gambart the picture-dealer may 
perhaps belong to this year. It shows that he had at 
some time bought » head by Rossetti named Fiammetta 
(I remember nothing of it, but regard it as not in any 
way closely related to the* large oil-picture, A Vision of 
Fiammetta, painted some years later), and the painter 
had now made an offer of another head as a pendent to 
the first. Mr. Gambart would have been disposed to 
take the head of Christ, executed towards 1859 in water- 
colour and oil, from sittings given by Mr. Burne Jones, 
as a study for the head to be introduced into the never- 
completed oil-picture of The Magdalene at the Boor of 
Simon the Pharisee. This Rossetti was unwilling to 
part with : he offered instead a female head for no 
further payment, or finished with hands fgr £40,^ 
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In the spring* o£ this year Rossetti spent, to recruit 
his health, a few weeks at Soalands, near Rohertsbridge 
in Sussex, a liouse belonging to his hearty friend of 
many years, Mrs. Bodichon. Here he made a crayon 
drawing of Mrs. Morris, whicli I am sure (so he 
wrote) is the best thing I ever did.’’ I am not certain 
which drawing is here spoken of : perhaps the one whi^'li 
served, several years afterwards, as the foundation of his 
oil-picture IVie Da j/ dream. There was also a study of a 
country-girrs head, sold to Mr. Graham for some £52. 
At a later date, September, a drawing is spoken of, 
perhaps a crayon-drawing, named Margaret, Whether 
this had anything to do with the Margaret or Gretchen 
of Gothe^s Faudy and with the picture which Rossetti 
began some years later (but never finished) of Gretchen 
looking at the jewels, afterwards entitled RUen at 
Dawn, I cannot say. 

By 1 7th December the Sibglla Palmifera was finished, 
all but a little final glazing; and Rossetti could write to 
its owner, Mr. Rae : I am well pleased with the work 
when done; it will quite eclipse my others you have 
as to force of colour.*’^ 

1871 

continues the correspondence with Mr. Graham. Early 
in January the Mariana was completed. On the 
following day he asked Rossetti for a duplicate of the 
Beata Beatrix. This work, as I have already said, had 
been painted as a reminiscence of the artistes wife, and 
Rossetti showed no little reluctance to undertake a 
duplicate. He did not actually refuse, however. A 
beginning was made; and the work hung over, with 
weak a«d halfhearted endeavours, until, late in 1872, 
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it was taken up with earnestness, and brought to com- 
pletion. As a work of art, it could not be regarded as 
coming fully into competition with its original, the 
property of Lord Mount-Temple. The price fixed for 
the duplicate was £900, or up to £945. On 14th 
January Mr. Graham suggested to Rossetti his own 
poem of The Ble^^fied Bamozel as a theme for a 
picture : as it turned out, the painter had himself pro- 
jected doing this, and in due course the work was 
executed. Mr. Graham also enquired whether Rossetti 
would make a painting, to be offered to Mr. Hamilton, 
from the crayon-drawing named Silence — one of his 
principal productions in that medium : this proposal did 
not take effect. In May Mr. Graham expressed a wish 
that his Beata Beatrix might be distinguished from its 
original by the addition of a predella, representing some 
incident such as the meeting of Beatrice and Dante in 
•the Garden of Eden, a sketch of which subject was in 
the possession of Mr. Boyce : if such a predella were 
added to the Beata' Beatrix, the other picture, The 
Blessed Jld'^i^ozel, might be docked of a predella hereto- 
fore intended. But in point of fact both predellas were 
idtimately painted, the* one for Beata 'Beatrix being 
priced at £157. Meanwhile the Banters Bream was 
advancing steadily, or even rapidly. On 17th July my 
brother was able to announce that, on his returning to 
London from Kelmscott in, Oxfordshire (where for some 
years he tenanted the Manor-house, jointly with the 
Morris family), little would be needed for the completion 
of the picture; jj-nd by 7th November it is spoken of as 
actually finished. The purchaser (it appears) had not 
been invited or allowed to see it at any stage of its pro- 
duction : my brother being one of thq^e artiffts who 
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shrink from displaylnij^ work in an incomplete condition, 
when the rulino' intention is only half expressed, and 
sug'gestions or objections arc apt to be forthcoming, 
forestalled, or perhaps advisedl}^ disregarded, by the 
painter himself. 

Another replica of Beata — in this instance 

for Mr. Craven — is spoken of in some letters of this 
year; painted in watercolour after tlie original in oil — 
price some j£*35(). In August my brother expected it to 
be ready for delivery within three months. ‘ Towards 
November Mr. Craven bought from Agnews the 
picture-dealers a water-colour of S(. George and the 
Princess Saijra : he tliought it wanting in luminosity, 
and proposed to consign it to the artist for some re- 
working. This proved to be impracticable, as the 
colour had been painted over Indian ink. An arrange- 
ment was also made that Rossetti should comi)lete the 
Rosa Triple.r, as companion to the watercolour of 
Jfesterna Rosa already belonging to Mr. Craven. But 
it was soon afterwards settled that the Rosa Triple.T^ 
price should form a pendent*to the Tihnllns and 

Leliay while something else should be painted as a 
pendent to IJesierna Rosa. The Alorning Music was 
taken back by Rossetti from Mr. Craven, as the painter 
fancied that the purchaser was not quite satisfied 
with it. 

In August my brother was getting on with a small 
. picture having a river-background : no doubt this must 
be the half-figure of Mrs. Morris now entitled fP aier- 
willow y which he regarded with predilection. It must 
be to this picture that a characteristic remark of his 
applies : — I have painted the better part of a little 
pictur% but know who is to buy it, I cauT be 
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bothered to stick idle names on things now — a head is a 
head ; and fools won^t buy heads on that footing/*^ 
He was also making drawings from the two daughters 
of Mrs. Morris, then children. A letter from Messrs. 
Pilgeram and Lefevre the picture-dealers, dated in 
November, shows that another watercolour of Lttcrezia 
Borgia was in progress at that time for them. 

The year closes with two letters from Mr. Leyland. 
They speak of some picture of Aliehael Scott which he 
appears to have owned ; of The Loving Cap, which 
Rossetti had in 1870 proposed to take back from him, 
but this arrangement was not carried out for some while 
yet; of The B oioer -meadow ^ begun as far back as 1850 ; 
and of a picture to serve as a pendent to the Lilithy Mr. 
Leyland^s property. At a later date three watercolour 
replicas of The Loving Cap are referred to. 

1872 

opens with a letter from Mr. AVilliam A. Turner, a 
Manchester manufacturer who in course of time bought 
two or three of RosSetti^s leading pictures. This gentle- 
man, between whom and the painter very amicable 
relations were established, died in 1880. He wrote on 
the present occasion to say that he was the owner of a 
small oil-picture of a ffirl, with a heart-shaped gem- 
trinket, JoJi Cimr, which he had bought from Mr. 
Ellis the publisher. The colour was tarnishing parts, 
and he wished to know what remedy could be applied. 
This work, it appears, had at one time belonged to Mr. 
William Graham, and was mentioned by him in 1 873 
as the only Rossetti he had ever parted with. 

At the beginning of the year Rossetti was minded 
to take up in earnest, as an oil-picture, Jiis design of 
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Cassandra prophesying doom to Hector. He offered 
it to Mr. Leyland for some largo price, wliicli (as 
the correspondence shows) must have exceeded jEilOO : 
to this proposal Mr. Leyland did not assent, and he 
also resigned the idea of purchasing The Bower-meadow. 
He commissioned, for dESfO, the Veronica Veronese (the 
picture of a lady touching a violin in a note suggested 
by the lilt of a canary). An earlier commission foi a 
similar price was Jja Biu — the subject from Dante^s 
Bitrgatorioy begun perhaps as far back as 1808, and 
only finished towards 1880. La Pia was (as many of 
my readers will be aware) a Sienese lady, who was kept 
by her husband, through jealousy or some other motive 
of malignity, in the pestilential district of the Maremma, 
and there detained until the climate killed her. In the 
picture she is represented seated languidly on the 
battlements of the castle, and fingering her fatal 
wedding-ring. 

A letter from Mr. McConnel, dated in May, shows 
that he was then the owner of the small oil-picture 
named Two Mothers^ which is air offshoot from that 
very extensive composition after Browning, llid^ said 
Kate the Queen, which I hitve mentioned under the 
remote years 1849-50. The Two Mothers represents 
a mother and child before an image of the Madonna 
and the infant Jesus. It is painted on a small strip 
of the large canvas which had been destined for the 
Browning subject : and the head of the human mother 
is the very same head which, in the full composition, 
had been intended for a middle-aged lady of the court, 
reading to Queen Kate as she sits having her hair 
combed out. 

lui the #ame month of May Mr. Eae wrote 
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observing that he then possessed a larger number of 
Rossetti^s works than any other purchaser. He enumer- 
ated them as follows (my readers must be asked to 
pardon the repetition involved) : — Hibylla Pahnifera^ 
Ilouna VcDina^ The Beloved^ Leniis Ferticordia, The 
Damsel of the Sangrael, Fazh/s AlistresSy The Tune 
of Seven Towers^ The Blue Closely AlarianUy The Chapel 
before the BlslSy Sir dire use sans Bllf/y Paolo and 
Francesea; and The \Fedding of St. Ccorge. This 
makes thirteen subjects altogether — })resumably all 
that Mr. llae then possessed. 

In June of this year my brother had a very serious 
illness^ which will be more particularly mentioned when 
I come to speak of his writings. It compelled him to 
retreat from London, and for a while to drop all 
professional occupation whatsoever. lie resumed work 
towards the close of August. 

At some time in this year, 2 )erhaps September, Mr. 
Valpy wrote to him asking him to do a crayon portrait 
of Mrs. Valpy, and observing that he had seen some of 
his works of the like kind at the house of Mr. Steven- 
son in Tynemouth. At Trowan, in the Highlands of 
Scotland, Rossetti had alrtady, towards the beginning of 
September, taken up (under urgent pressure from Mr. 
Madox Brown, who, with his usual warmth of friendship, 
had accompanied him out of Ijondon) the replica of his 
Beata Beatrix for Mr. William Graham, abandoned in 
the previous year as hopeless. It was finished before he 
left Scotland. He spoke of this Beata Beatrix as having 
been comjdeted taut bien qiie maly or plus malque bienP 
A later notice of this picture occurs in January 1878, 
when Rossetti varnished it, with most beneficial results 
ill depth and transparency, and was able ho pronounce 
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It looks almost tolerable/^ There was still one draw- 
back ; tbe painting bad been glazed with a mixture of 
Roberson’s and Parris’s mediums, and the varnishing 
produced here and there a sort of whitish soapy bloom. 
When finally the frame came in February, and the picture 
could be viewed complete with its ])redella, it was even 
dubbed ^^^^quite satisfactory,” and ^^up to his usual levc‘l ” 

Rossetti regretted to learn that, during his absence 
from London, his crayon drawing named Silence had 
been sold to Messrs. Heaton and Brayshay, of Bradford ; 
he intended to paint it one day (which however he 
never did), and resolved to get it back, and this he 
succeeded in doing soon afterwards. Tlie ])urchascrs 
rated it at c€£5(). This drawing was resold, towards 
the end of 187(), to Mr. Councillor Rowley, of Man- 
chester. 

On leaving Scotland, Rossetti returned to Kclrnscott, 
and there he remained settled up to the summer or early 
autumn of 187 t. He contemplated undertaking two 
pictures as soon as he should reach Kelmscott: (1) 
the subject named The Daydream (or, in the first in- 
stance, Moiiua Primavera)^ which nevertheless was not 
seriously begun on the canvas till some years afterwards ; 
and (2) a full-length Pandora j of small life-size ; he con- 
sidered that this subject would benefit much by being 
treated in full length, and by some changes of detail. 
He had also an idea of painting the noble subject of the 
suicide of Paetus and Arria, but of this no trace remains 
except a slight but expressive pencil-sketch. I ques- 
tion, moreover, whether he ever produced the full-length 
Pandora, He had by him, in the house in Cheyne 
Walk, heads both for tbe Pandora and for the Day- 
dream^ and studies for the background of the latter were 
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then being made at Trowan by Mr. Dunn. For each of 
these pictures he meant to charge a price of £1050, and 
he thought of offering either of them to Mr. Leatliart. 
Before the end of September he had received at Kelm- 
scott from Chelsea various drawings, including the two 
heads above-named, and a head of Mrs. Zambaco, a 
Greek lady of his acquaintance, now known as a sculp- 
tress or medallist. Soon afterwards Rossetti got back 
from Mr. Leyland the picture of Lilith^ with a view to 
making some alteration in it : he thought of rafinishing 
the head from a then very childish sitter. Miss May 
Morris, who (as he wrote) has the right complexion.^^ 
He re-consigned this picture to Mr. Leyland in De- 
cember, and wrote to a friend : I have made it, I 
think, a complete success, quite worthy to hang with 
the Fiddle-picture*’^ (/*.<?., the Veronica Veronese), 

Notwithstanding these various projects and per- 
formances, it would seem that a different theme was the 
first which Rossetti worked upon after settling down at 
Kelmscott — the Proserpine, which he always looked upon 
with more than wonted approval. His first experiment 
upon this subject (I call it the first provisionally, and 
for couveirience sake, but there may have beeil some at- 
tempts even earlier) did not satisfy him ; but he thought 
that it might sell as a separate thing, by cutting out the 
e 3 ^isting head, and substituting another. The subject 
was originally fhtended for Eve holding the apple : it 
was converted by afterthought into Proserpine holding 
the pomegranate. Then be began a second Proserinne, 
for which he received an offer of £577 from two ac- 
quaintances of old standing, Mr. Charles Augustus 
Howell and Mr. William Parsons, who acted as partners 
in soiae picture-buying speculations. By the beginning 
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of November the seoond Proserpine promised to be soon 
completed. A careful chalk-drawing of Miss May- 
Morris had also been done. Mr. Murray Marks, the 
dealer in works of art, who had been well known to 
Rossetti for some years past, procured this drawing, and 
sold it to Mr. Prange for Jbl7(), receiving in part- 
payment the smallish oil-picture of T/^e Christnhi ' 
Carol ; and he succeeded in re-selling this picture, for a 
like sum of £170, to Mr. Alderson Smith. In 187G 
it passed into the hands of Mr. Rae : there is a letter to 
that gentleman from Rossetti, saying — I must make 
The Christmas Carol all right for you now you have got 
it."*^ The oil-picture of The Christmas Carol is a single 
half-figure of a girl playing, quite different from an 
earlier watercolour bearing the same title. 

My brother had first known Mr. Howell, an Anglo- 
Portuguese, then an extremely young man, towards 
1857, and again, on his return from the Continent, in 
1864. For some years following 1864 they were on 
terms of great intimacy. This had been interrupted for 
a year or two preceding our present date, the autumn of 
1872. The familiarity was then psumed, and, up to the 
close of 1874 or thereabouts, Mr, Howell was not only 
a frequent visitor to Kelmscott, and a constant cor- 
respondent, but he became also a selling agent fojr 
Ros^ettPs pictures, and in that character did some very 
vigorous and successful strokes of work, being rich in 
versatile resource and in attractive personal qualities. 
The period of RossettPs business-connection with Mr. 
Howell must be regarded as that when he was most pro- 
sperous as a professional man, with the least amount of 
trouble to himself. Providently concerting his plans with 
Mr. Ho\\^ll, he* was able to trust to that gentleman 
G 
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to caiTy them out with abundant savoir faire. In 
a letter from Mr. Howell, dated in August 1873, I 
observe the statement that he had readily sold sixty- 
eight pictures and drawings by Rossetti, which had 
passed through his hands in a period of six years. 
Ultimately both the business-connection and the personal 
intimacy ceased. Mr. Parsons, whom I have mentioned 
above, was by profession a portrait and landscape painter, 
who had afterwards taken to photography and also to 
picture-dealing. His partnership with Mr. Howell 
was (as I understand it) only partial, for in most of 
my brother's dealings with Howell Parsons had no 
share at all, and many such dealings ensued after 
Parsons had closed his business-transactions with my 
brother. 

The first experimental version of Proserpine ^ and the 
drawing of Miss May Morris, were in November bought 
by Messrs. Howell and Parsons for £300. In the same 
month Mr. Aldam Heaton asked Rossetti to do for a 
friend a watercolour head of Christ. 

It seems that about this time a so-called Magdalene 
(which I infer to be^an oil-sketch of the frequently 
mentioned design, Mary Magdalene at the Boor of 8lmon 
the Pharisee) was in the hands of Mr. Clabburn, a 
Norwich manufacturer and art-collector, whom my 
brother had known for several years, and it was likely., to 
be sold off by auction. In this and in most other cases 
my brother regarded the chances of an auction-room as 
likely to servi his inter^ts amiss ; he was therefore 
well pleased when Mr. Howell purchjised the work from 
Mr. Clabburn, and sent it to Bradford to find another 
buyer. Messrs. Heaton and Brayshay became the 
a price of £220, on the ufiderstaftding that 
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the painter would re-toiicli the work. Mr. llae was 
inclined to buy it in the autumn of 1874 : but Rossetti 
wrote of it in discouraging terms^ both as to its then 
actual value^ hnd as to the sum which would be needed 
for fully working it up, and the project was dropped. 
Two auction-sales of works belonging to Miss Bell, a 
schoolmistress with whom Mr. Ruskin was on friendly 
terms, took place about the same time. At the first of 
these sales Mr. Howell bought up for a friend all the 
Rossetti specimens of minor account, excepting two 
which had been done at Hastings, representing Miss 
Siddal : these two (and probably also a Girl playiny 
the JIarpy which fetched £10) were purchased, for about 
£15 each, by Mr. F. S. Ellis, the publisher of Rossetti^s 
poems, and his esteemed personal friend. One subject, 
termed The Carol, was bought by Mr. Leyland, acting 
through Howell. On the other hand, Howell had pur- 
chased from Leyland a design which his letter names 
^^the Dante,^^ and the other well-known composition. 
How they met Themselves (two lovers startled by encoun- 
tering their own wraiths in a forest) ; and Leyland was 
desirous that Rossetti should take back from him, at 
£200 or £250, the Liierezia Borgia. The subjects thus 
obtained by Howell are specified as follows: Luke 
Freachmg ; Daute ami Beatrice, a drawing for a water- 
colour belonging to Mr. Leyland; Dante Seated, in 
pencil and ink, £11 ; a man who is being knighted, the 
head done from Benjamin Woodward, the architect of 
the Museum and the Union building in Oxford; St, 
George and the Dragon (a slight specimen); a female . 
sketch. No doubt all these works, sold by Miss Bell, 
had originally belonged fo Ruskin. The latter, accord- 
V ing to Ho\^lFa account, had some years be^e^^nt 
0 % 
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the Tteginh Cordinm (portrait of Mrs. Dante Bossetti) to 
America^ and* now only retained The Fassover in the 
Holy Family y and the Golden Water. 

1873. 

This year opens with a letter (3rcl January) from 
Mr. William Graham, who expresses regret at having 
missed buying from Rossetti the picture (mentioned 
aforetime) named The Bomer-meadow. Mr, Gambart, who 
had been concerned in purchasing it from Rossetti, had 
now offered it to Graham for jBIOOO, or at lowest j 6900. 
This tender was declined, and Mr. Dunlop had then 
become the purchaser. The Boat of Love is here again 
mentioned — in terms which indicate that Rossetti pro- 
posed to execute the subject on a large scale for Mr. 
Ley land, and on a smaller scale for Mr. Graham. 
Neither project (as already indicated) took effect. Later 
on, three of the pictures belonging to Graham were in 
the hands of Rossetti, who apparently wished to do 
some additional work on all three. II Bamoscello was 
one; also The Annunciation (now in the National Gal- 
lery), on which Graham^ asked Rossetti to do as little as 
possible; also the Venus Verticordia (a smaller replica 
from the oil-picture), which Graham wished to receive 
back unaltered. The Ramoscello returned to him in 
JuQ^. He had bought The An?iunciation for £425, from 
Messrs. Agnew. 

On the 17 th January Rossetti wrote: I have 

pleased myself at last with the Proserpine^ having 
begun an entirely new one, which I feel sure is the 
best picture I have painted. All tfie figure-part 
was by this time done, and only the drapery remained 
over. Proserpine is depicted as in Hades, hoWing the 
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fateful pomegranate which debarred her from returning 
to the living world, with a faint reflection belxind her 
from the light of day. This I regard as Pros&rpine No. 3 
(and may at times find it convenient thus to designate 
it) ; the painter had an idea of getting it introduced to 
the notice of Sir William (now Lord) Armstrong, 
who was understood to be forming a large collection of 
pictures; but this idea came to nothing. The two plu- 
vious essays at Proserjjiufi were now rated as only fit 
to be made into little head-pictures/^ and the painter 
counted upon realizing 1:1050 out of the three. No. 3 
was nearly finished by 1 5th May. One of the others was 
in the hands of Mr. Parsons by June. Mr. Leyland was 
willing to buy No. 3 for £S10, and offered a similar 
price for another picture which now first comes in for 
mention, The liomcm Widow, This latter was not per- 
haps begun until some little while further on ; and the 
final completion of the Proaerpine was delayed till 
August, or indeed later. 

J^arly in March Rossetti wrote of having had down 
at Kelmscott a female model, found for him by Mr. 
Dunn ; and of having made from her a drawings, nearly 
down to the knees, of a naked Siren playing on an 
extraordinary lute — certainly one of my best things. 
This was completed by the end of the moiith, named 
Ligeia Sireriy and valued by the artist at j 6£10, as, 
though in strictness only a crayon-drawing, it ranked as 
quite an elaborate picture.^^ 

A letter from Mr. Valpy, dated in April, refers to 
the works by Rossetti which he then possessed. These 
were the heads of Miss Wilding (the lady who sat for the 
head of Sibylla P almifera, and of Jjg Ghirlandaia , and 
for various other pictures)' ; a portrait of Mrs, Valpy; 
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La Pia (more correctly called Aurea Catena) ; Beata 
Beatrice ; Sibylla Palmifera ; Miss Kingdon (a draw- 
ing which the owner wished to get draped) ; Andromeda ; 
and Miss Spartali (who was by*this time Mrs. Still- 
man). Most of these, or probably all of them, must 
have been crayon-drawings. Another drawing, belong- 
ing to Mr. Leyland, is mentioned in a letter from 
Rossetti dated 15th May. This was The Blessed 
Bamozel — the subject being, of course, from the artist'^s 
own poem so named. The crayon-drawing thus spoken 
of was nearly, yet not absolutely, the first instance in 
which the theme had been transferred by him from 
language into form. He referred to the drawing as ^^a 
very complete thing, and added that he was minded to 
paint a picture right off from it, ^^as I really believe 
such pictures have more unity if one does not do them 
from nature but from cartoons — an important indica- 
tion of the growing bent of his mind, at this period, in 
matters of artistic invention and execution. It would 
seem that The Blessed Bamozel was soon afterwards 
begun on canvas — or even on two canvases successively. 

The large picture named La Ghirlayidaia was com- 
menced in the early sifmmer of 1873. On 1st July 
Rossetti wrote of it : — My new picture of Miss Wild- 
ing goes on swimmingly, in spite of two November 
days created on purpose for the start of it/^ The two 
heads of angels were painted from Miss May Morris. 
Mr. Graham was willing to give £840 for this picture, 
or £1000 for the Ghirlandata and the lAgeia Siren 
together. By the close of August the former was far 
advanced towards completion, and was about finished 
in September. The name La Ghirlandata may be 
translated The Garlanded Lady,^^ or The Xiady of 
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the Wreath.’’ The personage is represented singing, as 
she plays on a musical instrument ; two youthful angels 
listen. The flowers which are prominent in the picture 
were intended by my brother for the poisonous monks- 
hood : I believe he made a mistake, and depicted lark- 
spur instead. I never heard him explain the underlying 
significance of this picture : I suppose he purposed to 
indicate, more or less, youth, beauty, and the faculty 
for art worthy of a celestial audience, all shadowed by 
mortal doom. 

Some of Mr. Howell’s letbn’s of this year speak of 
the snowdrop head ” — the white-flower picture ’’ 
(priced at £210) — Blanzijiore. These I take to be dif- 
ferent designations of one and the same performance ; it 
lay for a while in Mr. Howell’s own house. 

With the end of the summer the large picture 
of Banters Dream, becomes again a prominent subject 
of consideration. This work, the })roperty of Mr. 
William Graham, had always been too large to find con- 
venient housing on his walls, and it remained hung upon 
a staircase. Consequently Mr. Graham was disposed to 
relinquish the large picture, and to obtain from the 
painter a smaller (though still ♦well-sized) replica of it, 
at the same price, to which was to be added a sum of 
£300 for a double predella, Mr. Graham’s own sugges- 
tion ; and Mr. Valpy showed a strong inclination to 
become fhe purchaser of the large picture, at the same 
amount which Mr. Graham had given for it. The 
original was replaced in Rossetti’s house in Cheyne 
Walk, in order that Mr. Dunn might make the prepara- 
tion for the replica — outlining the subject, and laying- 
in the background ; Rossetti himself undertaking to do 
the figuj:es throughout, and the entire colouring. The 
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replica was to be g# ready, if possible, within eighteen 
months ; but in fact this limit of time was considerably 
exceeded. Mr. Howell secured Mr. Valpy as purchaser 
of the larger picture, and he claimed a commission of 
^200 upon the sale-price of d£1575. To this Rossetti 
assented, but preferred to deliver works of art rather 
than £200 in cash; and Blaiizijiorey along with the 
Siren (I presume the original drawing of Ligeia Sire^i) 
were agreed upon as an equivalent for £200. 

In October Mr. Leyland undertook to fiend off Monna 
Rom as soon as Rossetti might wish to re-work upon it. 

Towards the end of October the Proserpine subject 
is again in the ascendant. My brother had now begun 
a new Proserpine (No. 4) from the same design. He 
laid it all in in green, and expected, when he wrote, to 
get it finished in about ten days ; and he regarded this 
as very greatly the best version of the subject. He had 
been induced to undertake it because, upon recurring to 
No. 3, destined for Mr. Leyland, in order to give it a 
last finishing, he was again mortified by observing in the 
face some rucks, caused by the lining ])rocess. This 
design,^^ he wrote, is a favourite one with me, and so 
I determined to have another tussle to make it my best, 
which I hope it is now sure to be. The head is much 
better, both in expression and as a likeness [of Mrs. 
William Morris], than the others ; and the whole thing, 
done in this way, has a unity which is the right thing 
for a work of the kind/^ As this new Proserpine^ No. 
4, was destined to supei'sede No. 3 as Mr. Leyland^s 
property. No. 3 was now reduced in price to £500 ; and 
Rossetti thought of offering it to Mr. Rae in lieu of the 
earlier and much less satisfactory version which Aad 
previously been in the hands of Mr. Parsons, b^t which 
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had by this time, after some rattler irritating corre- 
spondence, returned unsold to Rossetti. But this project 
Was also for a while set aside, for, continuing to work at 
No. 3 simultaneously with No. t, Rossetti made No. 3 
so completely (as he expressed it) of my best 
work that he once more decided to consign it to Mr. 
Leylaud as the fulfilment of his j 6840 commission. 

By the end of the year — 12th December — Rossetti 
had agreed to paint as an oil-picture for Mr. Graham 
TAe Blessed Bamozely at the price of .£1157, including 
a predella. He also wrote of a little stained-glass 
sketch of Christ in Glory y which was shortly to go to 
Mr. Graham ; and offered to re-work upon The Loving 
Capy one of the watercolour replicas which had been 
made after the original oil-picture belonging to Mr. 
Leyland. Mr. Graham also suggested that the oil- 
picture of Mariana in the Aloated Grange should be 
brightened ; but Rossetti did not regard this as a 
judicious proposal, and the Mariana remained, 1 believe, 
fortunately untouched. Having assigned the original 
Blessed Bamozely Rossetti thought of undertaking a 
second version of that subject, and he offered it to Mr. 
Rae for £630, but without effect. A letter from Mr. 
Graham, dated in the same month of December, details 
the various works by Rossetti which he then possessed. 
Some of them have been sufficiently mentioned here 
already. Others are a Francesca da Itiminiy the water- 
colour of Mornmg Music, Dante and Beatrice in Eden, 
How they met ThemselveSy and The Jlomaunt of the Rose 
(both as a watercolour and also on panel — this is the 
design of two lovers kissing, which had been originally 
drawn to serve as a frontispiece to the volume of trans- 
lations,# ^rly Italian Foels). Rossetti had also 



lately sent Graham a chalk head, in payment of the 
unfinished Miss Macbeth,^^ a phrase which I fail to 
understand. 

Towards Christmas the Proserjnne reached Mr. 
Leyland^s hands ; not after all No. 3, but the version 
which I have termed No. 4. In transit the glass and 
other accessories got much damaged : the picture itself, 
save for a slight scratch on neck and cheek, escaped 
scatheless. It was returned to Rossetti, who easily 
set it to rights. He gives, in one of his letters, a curi- 
ous catalogue of the numerous repetitions and recur- 
rent disasters of the Proserpine design. It was begun 
on seven different canvases, to say nothing of mere 
drawings. Three, after being brought well forward, 
were rejected ; next came the one which had ill-success 
with Mr. Parsons. That which I have called No. 3 
had its glass twice smashed and renewed, and twice it 
was lined to prevent accidents. No. 4 had its frame 
smashed twice, and its glass once, besides the last 
disaster which nearly destroyed it, and it had been 
nearly spoiled while under transfer to a fresh strainer, 
^ly brother had a strong spice of superstition in his 
character ; and I should not be at all surprised if he 
suspected that there was a fate against the Prpser- 
pine pictures, germane to their grievous theme. 

A letter to Mr. Rae, dated in November, shows in 
a rather amusing light the dislike with which Rossetti 
regarded any clumsiness of subsidiary detail in connec- 
tion with his pictures. It had been proposed to add an 
inscription upon the frame of Sibylla Palmifera. An 
inscription,^^ he replied, ^^is much more difficult to do 
properly than a picture. If it is a bit too large or too 
black, the picture goes to the devil ; and,^f you ^ave not 
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some one to do it who has'^an elective affinity for commas 
and pauses^ I will ask you to spare my poor sonnet. I 
will get it done myself one day.^^ 

1874 . 

At the beginning of thisyear^ 15th January, Rossetti 
was again occupied with the picture which he had 
commenced in the preceding spring, entitled TAe Bower- 
maiden — a girl in a room with a pot of marigolds and 
a black cat. It was painted from little Annie (a 
cottage-girl and house-assistant at Kelmscott), and it 
goes on (to quote the words of one of his letters) 
^^like a house on fire. This is the only kind of picture 
one ought to do — just copying the materials, and no 
more : all others are too much trouble.^^ It is not 
difficult to understand that the painter of a Proserpine 
and a Ghirlandata would occasionally feel the luxury of 
a mood intellectually lazy, and would be minded to give 
voice to it — as in this instance — in terms wilfully 
extreme ; keeping his mental eye none the less steadily 
directed to a Roman Widow or a Hlessed DamozeL in the 
near future. As a matter of fact, my brother painted 
very few things, at any stage ^of his career, as mere 
representations of reality, imimbued by some inventive 
or ideal meaning ; in the rare instances when he did su, 
he naturally felt an indolent comfort, and made no 
sci'uple of putting the feeling into words — highly suit- 
able for being taken cam (jrauo sails. Nothing was 
more alien from his nature or habit than tall talk of 
any kind about his aims, aspirations, or performances. 
It was into his work — not into his utterances about his 
work — that he infused the higher and deeper elemfents 
of his spirit, ^he Bower-maiden was finished early in 
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February, and sold to Mr. Graham for £682, after it 
had been offered to Mr. Leyland at a rather higher 
figure, and declined. It has also passed under the 
names of Fleurs de Marie, Marigolds, and The Gardeners 
Daughter, After the Bower^maiden had been disposed 
of, other work was taken up — more especially The 
Roman Widow, bearing the alternative title of Dis 
Manibus, which was in an advanced stage by the month 
of May, and was completed in June or July. It was 
finished with little or no glazing. The Roman widow 
is a lady still youthful, in a grey fawn -tinted drapery, 
with a musical instrument in each hand ; she is in the 
sepulchral chamber of her husband, whose stone urn 
appears in the background. I possess the antique urn 
which my brother procured, and which he used for the 
painting. For graceful simplicity, and for depth of 
earnest but not strained sentiment, he never, I think, ex- 
ceeded The Roman Widow, The two instruments seem 
to repeat the two mottoes on the urn, Ave Domine — 
Vale Domine.^^ The head was painted from Miss 
Wilding, already mentioned ; but it seems to me partly 
associated with the type of Mrs. Stillman^s face as well. 
There are many roses in this picture — both wild and 
garden roses; they kept the artist waiting a little after 
the work was otherwise finished. I really think it 
looks well,^^ he wrote on one occasion ; its fair lumin-. 
ous colour seems to melt into the gold frame (which has 
only just come) like a part of it.*^^ He feared that the 
picture might* be too severe and tragic for some 
tastes ; but could add (not perhaps with undue con- 
fidence) ^^I don^t think Gericault or R6gnault would 
have quite scorned it.’^ 

In the summer of 1874 a head q| ^y wife (Lucy 
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Madox Brown) was executed in coloured chalks, as a 
wedding-gift (one out of many) to ourselves ; also T/ie 
Triple Rose, a triplicate version of the head of Miss 
May Morris, purchased by Mr. Craven for £196. 

Towards the end of the autumn another oil-pu;ture 
was finished. The Damsel of the Sangrael, bought for 
£500 by Mr. Rae, who already possessed a watercolour 
bearing the same title. Mr. Rae also purchased for 
£126 the watercolour of Lucrezia Borgia which 'had 
previously belonged to Mr. Leyland. The latter gentle- 
man had towards 1870 sold off by auction all the small 
pictures in his possession, except the Litcreziuy and he 
now preferred to part with this also. The sale of the 
Lucrezia (at the same price which it had cost to Mr. 
Leyland), and of the Damsel of the Sa^igrael, were, I 
think, the last money transactions of any importance 
which passed between Mr. Rae and my brother. 

1876 ; 

A letter written by a friend in March of this year 
refers to two designs by my brother, then no doubt of 
recent date — The Sphinx and Venus Astarte^ called also 
Astarte Syriaca ; the former in pencil, the latter in pen- 
and-ink* The Sphinx was one of, my brother's most 
important inventions; he wished to carry it out as a 
picture, "%ut found no feasible opportunity of doing so. 
On his death-bed he composed two sonnets, as yet un- 
published, to illustrate the same idea. In this design 
the Sphinx represents the mystery of existence, or the 
destiny of man, unfathomable by himself. Three per- 
sonages — a youth, a man of mature age, and an old man 
— ^are shown as coming to the secret haunt of the 
Sphinx, 4o confi^^ ^ arcana of fate. The 
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man is putting his question ; the greybeard toils upward 
towards the spot 3 the youth, exhausted with his journey, 
sinks and dies, unable so much as to give words to the 
object of his quest. With upward and inscrutable eyes 
the Sphinx remains impenetrably silent. It may be 
worthy of mention that, in representing the dying strip- 
ling, Rossetti was thinking of the premature fate of 
Oliver Madox Brown, the youth of singular promise, 
both as painter and as writer, who had ended his brief 
life of less than twenty years in the November of 1874 — 
a bitter grief to his father, Rossetti’s lifelong friend. Ford 
Madox Brown. This design Rossetti characteristically 
wrote of as being meant to be a sort of painted Clot^d 
Conjities (the name will be recognized as that of one of 
his poems) . I douT know,^^ he added, whether it 
would do to paint, being moonlight/^ The other 
design referred to, Vems Adariey was soon afterwards 
taken up as the subject of one of my lirother^s leading 
pictures. 

Mr. Howell negotiated for the sale of the forth- 
coming Vemis Adartey and he induced Mr. Clarence 
Fry, the eminent photographer, to commission the pic- 
ture for a sum of £21b0, exclusive of the copyright, 
which the artist retained ; although, as the latter ex- 
plained to Mr. Fry, this reservation was intended, 
not really for the purpose of preventing the purchaser 
from getting the work engraved, were he so minded, 
but in order to provide against any mischance o£ a bad 
engraving apart from the painterV own oontrol. My 
brother's constant practice, in all his later years, was 
to sell his pictures with reservation of the copyright 
to himself, and he took certain precautions which he 
supposed at the time to be sufficient for this^iobject ; 
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but, as it turned out eventually, the method which 
he adopted did not fulfil the requirements of the compli- 
cated copyright-law, and the result (as I have been 
given to understand) is that at the present date no copy- 
right, available either to his representatives or to the 
owners of the pictures, attaches to them, and they 
remain destitute of legal protection. I gather that the 
Feuus As t arte was begun on the canvas towards the 
commencement of November 1875 — a full-scale oulhne 
of it having been prepared by the middle of October. 

The first reference which I find to the oil-picture 
entitled Za Bella Mano-^-ov rather to the preparatory 
work for it — is in a letter from Mr. Howell, dated in 
June. He speaks of three drawings by Rossetti which 
he has bought, price £150 ; one of them being a figure 
of a Cupid, clearly applicable to La Bella Mano» The 
picture itself must have been begun many months 
before this date, for in August it seems to have been in 
a completed state. Mr. Ellis the publisher became 
eventually its purchaser ; but from its artistes hands the 
work had passed into those of the dealer Mr. Murray 
Marks. La Bella Mam—Vi lady washing her hands, 
waited on by two Cupids — is one of my brother's most 
mature and finished works of execution, although many 
exceed it in strength or depth of meaning. 

By the aniddle of August another oil-picture was 
advancing — the head and shoulders, with the arms and 
hands, Jbeing then nearly linished. This was The Sea- 
Spell — whidi was as yet intended to bear a different 
title, consisting of the quotation from Coleridge : 


“ A damsel with a dulcimer 
In a vision once I saw.” 
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This was painted from Miss Wilding, who had sat for 
the Veronica Veronese, and it was intended to serve as 
a pendent or companion to that. In the Veronica there 
was a player on a musical instrument listening to a 
bird (a canary) ; so in the Dulcimer there was a bird (a 
dove as at first intended, but finally a sea-gull) flitting 
fascinated towards the player. Rossetti offered this 
picture to the owner of the Veronica, Mr. Leyland, who 
closed with the proposal — the price being, as in some 
previous instances, ig840. 

In the autumn of this year, my brother, with a 
view to health and quietude, went down to Bognor, 
where he remained some few months. The Venus 
Astarte was with him to be worked upon, and also The 
Blessed Damozel. 


1876. 

This matter of The Blessed Damozel is elucidated in 
a letter from Rossetti to Mr. William Graham, dated 
5th April 1876. He says that he began a picture of 
this subject years ago ; afterwards worked upon a second 
such picture ; and is now near to completing a third, 
which is intended for G^raham. Among several other 
details, aiming to show how large a portion of the 
painter^s time had been given for ye^^rs past to work 
commissioned by Graham, it is mentioned that the 
replica of Daniels Dream is now more than half done, 
and that some attention, by way of re-work, had been 
given to The Annunciation picture {Ecce And I la 
Domini) since it came into Graham^s possession. For 
this re-work no charge had been made. This is a some- 
what interesting point, considering that the picture 
in question is now in the National Gralley^. I etxn not 
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well aware what the recent re-touching may have been, 
but* should say that it was (in accordance with the re- 
quest made by the owner, as noted under the date of 
1873) not by any means extensive, nor of such a kind 
as to interfere with the genuineness of the picture as 
representing Rossetti in his early or expressly Prje- 
raphaelite^^ period, I think the lily in the angePs hand 
was one of the alterations — or rather an addition. 

Nearly at the same date, 11 th April, comes a h - ter 
from Sir Joseph Noel Paton, always a most generous 
estimator of Rossetti’s art. He says that the picture 
(I presume the oil sketch) of T/ie Magdalene at the Door 
of Simon the Pharisee was then owned by Mr. Laurie, 
a picture-dealer in Glasgow ; and that the painting of 
Pandora was among the works displayed in the Glasgow 
Exhibition. 

During this same month of April Mr. Pry consulted 
Rossetti about a drawing which he had purchased of Mr. 
Howell, and of which he now sent the painter a sketch. 
Rossetti replied that the drawing represented Madonna 
Pietra, a lady to whom Dante in his exile addressed 
a celebrated little poem in the peculiar form named 
Sestina. The crystal globe in the hand of the tigure 
was intended to present the reflection of a rocky land- 
scape, symbolizing l:he lady^s pitiless heart. ‘ In the 
study, the figure was nude ; but in the projected picture 
she would have been chiefly draped, and her upper hand 
was to have been holding some of the drapery. Rossetti 
added that he still proposed to paint the subject, but in 
a different action : this project remained unfulfilled. In 
June Rossetti mentioned to Mr. Fry that he had lately 
finished an oil-picture named i/a Ricordanza, or The 
^Jjamp Memory (also at times termed Mnemosyne) y 

H 
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and he offered it to this gentleman for £500. This 
work did not, however, pass into Mr. Fry^s hands. It 
lingered a long Hvhile in Rossetti^s studio, and was 
at last, towards 1881, sold to Mr. Leyland. 

From Bognor my brother returned to his house in 
Cheyne Walk , and in the summer he paid a visit to 
two of his kindest and most considerate friends, Lord 
and Lady Mount-Temple, at their seat of Broadlands in 
Hampshire. He executed there a portrait in chalks of 
Lady Mount-Temple. He went on also with the pic- 
ture of TAe Blessed BamozeL For the head of an infant 
angel which appears in the front of this picture he made 
drawings from two children— one being the baby of the 
Rev. H. C. Hawtrey, and the other a workhouse infant. 
The former sketch was presented to the parents of the 
child, and the latter to Lady Mount-Temple ; and the 
head with its wings was painted on to the canvas at 
Broadlands. Here he made the acquaintance also of 
Mrs. Sumner, a lady of commanding presence, who, 
after his return to London, favoured him with sit- 
tings for various heads. One of them was named 
Bomizia Scaligera» 

1877. 

It was towards the beginning of this year, say in the 
final days of January, that the large picture of Venus 
Astarie was brought to a conclusion. I think that my 
brother was always wont to regard this as his most 
exalted performance ; ranking it, in a certain propor- 
tionate scale, along with the Banters Bream and the 
Proserpine. The Banters Bream— \n point of dimensions, 
and as a composition of several figures telling a moving 
story, and moreover from its relatioP(»to th# supreme 
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poet of his special and lifelong homage — naturally took 
the first place ; but he probably accounted it to be less 
developed in style and execution. The Proso'phie, an 
invention of his own, satisfied him best as a thing 
achieved — an adequate realization of his conception : it 
was, however, smaller in size and simpler in subject 
than either of the others. Into the Venus Astarte he 
had put his utmost intensity of thinking, feeling, and 
method — he had aimed to make it equally strop in 
abstract sentiment and in physical grandeur — an ideal 
of the mystery of beauty, offering a sort of combined 
quintessence of what he had endeavoured in earlier 
years to embody in the two several types of Sibylla 
Falmifera and Lilith ^ or (as he ultimately named them 
in the res])ective sonnets) Soules Beauty and Body^s 
Beauty, It may be well to remark that, by the time 
when he completed the Venus Astarte^ or Astarte 
Syriaca, he had got into a more austere feeling than of 
old with regard to colour and chiaroscuro; and the 
charm of the picture has, I am aware, been less, to many 
critics and spectators of the work, than he would have 
deemed to be its due, as compared with some of his other 
performances of more obvious arfd ostensible attraction. 
Mr. Fry, who purchased the Venus Astarte^ became also 
the owner of the original and very finished pen-and-ink 
design of the same composition. He was minded to 
exhibit the picture in the Grosvenor Gallery, then a new 
enterprise : but Rossetti raised a decided objection 
to this proposal, and referred Mr. Fry to a letter which 
the painter had recently published in The Times regard- 
ing his non-appearance in exhibitions generally, and in 
the Grosvenor Gallery in particular. This letter is cer- 
tainly n#t the ^writing of a self-conceited man ; for 
H 2 
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it substantially amounts to saying that llossetti with- 
held his pictures from the eyes of the public in exhibi- 
tion-rooms because they never rightly satisfied his own 
eye in his studio. 

In February one of RossettFs large chalk heads^ 
the Donna della Flnesfra (or Lad^ of the IVindoWy 
from Dante^s Vila Nova), was being autotyped for sale ; 
and it was soon afterwards followed by the Silence, and 
by the Head of Dante, a study for the figure in the 
picture of Danie'^s Dr earn. In April mention is made 
of a large watercolour ])ainted as far back as 1868^ and 
resembling to a great extent the small oil-jheture named 
Bocca Baeiaia, The watercolour, entitled La Bionda 
del Balcone,, belonged to Sir William Bowman, who 
wrote that he would like llossetti to re-inspect it^ as 
some change had occurred in the pigments. In the 
same month begins an interchange of letters with Mr. 
Val{)y concerning certain works by llossetti which this 
gentleman had received from Mr. Howell. It may 
suirice here to say that an oil head of Beatrice is named 
as among the works ; also a figure termed Beatrice\H 
Maid, which had .at one time been erroneously regarded 
as a study for The Sea-Spell ; two or three of the studies 
for the picture of Dante s Dream ; and a chalk-drawing 
of two boy-Cupids for the Bella Mano, which drawing, 
as being a nudity, was distasteful to Mr. Valpy. 

The oil-picture of iXm ID ea^ed Da mo z el, 
by Mr. Graham, was finished about the end of April. 

A letter from Mr. Ley land, dated 31st July, bears 
record of one of the subjects which my brother intended 
to paint, but which jin fact he never executed — I even 
think he neyer began it. This subject is termed Hero ; 
and the picture was, I believe, to have ^prese»ted Hero 
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standing with her torcli to give light to her wavo-huffet- 
ing lover Leander, perhaps on that very niglit of storm 
and doom when the Hellespont engulfed him. It was to 
have been of like size and price with other pictures for 
each of which Mr. Leyland had paid £S K). A similar 
sum was indeed actually paid for the Hero, and must 
have been afterwards transferred to the account for some 
other picture. 1 cannot but regret that this work, 
which seemed highly suited to my brother's ])ower‘' was 
not carried out. The idea of executing it seems to nave 
been tinally abandoned — or at least indefinitely post- 
poned — in the autumn of ISSO. 

In the late summer of 1S77, in consecpience of 
an infirmity for which surgical treatment had been 
required, my brotlu'r fell into a. state of great languor and 
prostration j and, under the more than fraternal es(?ort of 
Madox Brown, he remov(‘d to llunter^s Torestal, near 
Herne Bay, and for some few weeks appeared incapable 
of resuming the im))lements of his art. Our mother 
and our sister Christina were soon with him ; and at 
last, with an uncertain hand and great misgivings as to 
th(» result, he made an attempt at a life-sized chalk- 
portrait group of the two — head and shoulders. Fortu- 
nately the experiment turned out a comjdete success; 
and he perceived at once that nothing but an effort 
of will was needed to enable him to continue working at 
his art with undiminished faculty of head and hand. 
Two separate chalk heads of Christina were done about 
the same time, and with a result equally reassuring. 
H is mind now reverted to a head which he had pre- 
viously done from Mrs. Stillman, as a preliminary to 
a picture of A Vision of Fiam^netta ; and, not long after 
returnir\g to London in the autumn, he was favoured 
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with some further sittings from Mrs. Stillman, and 
made the Fiammetta picture one of his principal concerns. 
It seems to have been brought to some degree of com- 
pletion before the end of the year, but was not finally 
sent off to its owner — Mr. Turner — until October 1878. 
Fiammetta^ her head encireled (as Boccaccio describes it) 
by a mystical flame, is shown standing, parting with her 
liand the bloom-laden boughs of an apple-tree. As had 
long previously been the case with the roses and honey- 
suckles in the Vemts Verticordia, Rossetti found a great 
deal of trouble in satisfying his feeling as an artist in 
procuring good apple-blossom to paint from in the 
Fiammetta. At last he called in the friendly aid of 
Mr. Shields as a caterer, writing more than one letter 
oil the subject, and averring that he would of course 
be glad to pay anything for good blossom. 

In the autumn another of Rossetti^s chalk-drawings 
was autotyped, entitled Perlascura (Dark Pearl) . I 
hardl^^hink it was placed on sale along with the other 
subjects previously mentioned. 

Mr. Turner bought two more pictures in 1877. One 
was the small oil-painting entitled Water-willow . The 
female figure in this painting is (as Rossetti defined it in 
a letter to Mr. Turner), as it were, speaking to you, and 
embodying in her expression the penetrating sweetness 
of the scene and season. The second picture was a 
Proserpine — the same which I have in a previous in- 
stance spoken of as No. 3. I have more than once found 
that opinions differ as to the comparative merits of this 
No. 3 and the No. 4 disposed of at an earlier date to Mr. 
Leyland — some persons preferring the one version, and 
some the other. My own suffrage is for Mr. Leyland^s 
picture ; but at any rate the question of ^superiority has 
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ti> be weighed in a nice balance. My brother finally 
preferred No. 3. He had, before effecting the sale to 
Mr. Turner, offered to Mr. Rae both this picture and 
the Water-willow, In doing so he wrote that the 
Proserpine — which, although begun earlier than Mr. 
Leyland^s version of the subject, had been still worked 
on to some extent towards the opening of 1877 — was 
unquestionably the finer of the two, and is the very 
flower of my work.^^ The prices named to Mr liae 
were £315 for Water-willow ^ and £1050 for Proserpine, 
Probably enough Mr. Turner disbursed the same sums. 
After a while a question arose of sending to a public 
exhibition in Manchester, got up in aid of the Art- 
Schools building-iund, some of the pictures by Rossetti 
belonging to Mr. Turner. As usual, the painter ex- 
pressed a great reluctance to this proposal; finally he 
waived his objection so far as the Proserpine was con- 
cerned, but adhered to it in relation to the other ex- 
amples. 

The pictures by Rossetti which had belonged to Mr. 
Turner were brought to the hammer at Christie’s in 
1888. It may not be out of place to note here the prices 
which they fetched. The largest price — indeed, a dis- 
proportionately large one — came to the Fiammetta — 
£1207. The Proserpine went for £745 ; Water-willow 
(far below its value, I think), £126 ; Joli Cceury £236 ; 
Washing Hands (watercolour), £152 ; the Pose (water- 
colour), £89. There was also a Mnemosyne, £42, which 
may, I presume, be a crayon head. 

The year closes (31st December) with a request from 
Mr. Graham -that Rossetti would take in hand the pre- 
della — an afterthought — for the Blessed BamozeL It 
may be^ welHo explain that the subject of the picture 
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is the Blessed Damozel leaning over ^Hhe gold bar of 
heaven/^ and looking earthward vvith a yearning gaze, 
while behind her the background is hlled with groups 
of blue-clad lovers embracing, reunited in their eternal 
mansion. The predella — which got executed in five or 
six weeks — was to represent the DamozeBs lover discon- 
solate on earth, and looking, through dark autumnal 
foliage, towards the perturbed sky. I hardly know 
whether the idea of this predella — certainly very appro- 
priate for completing pictorially the subject-matter em- 
bodied in tlie poem — came from llossetti himself, or 
from Mr. Graham ; perhaps rather from the latter. 
He offered to add for the predella, if done without 
delay, a sum of £150 to the £1000 which had been 
already paid for the picture. 

1 878 . 

One of Rossetti’s latest watercolours was a female 
head named Bntna Briundleschi. It now belonged to 
Mr. Yalpy, who, being in Rome in February of the 
present year, asked the painter to send it in the first in- 
stance to Canon Bell. After a while however Rossetti 
resumed ownership of tlie Brana Brunelleschi, deliver- 
ing something else in exchange for it. A watercolour 
Proserpine, costing £202, was sold in the summer to 
Mr. Ellis. 

Another upset now ensued in relation to the larger 
and earlier version of the Bante*^ Bream, which we 
have already seen transferred from the possession of 
Mr. Graham to that of Mr. Yalpy. The last-named 
gentleman, .towards the middle of the year, was con- 
templating to retire from the active pursuit of his 
profession as a solicitor, to quit London finalljj^ and to 
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settle down in Bath. Rossetti, as he wrote to Mr. 
Valpy, could not reconcile himself to the removal of tliis 
picture to so remote a residence. It had from the first 
been apparent that Mr. Valpy, after committing him- 
self, at the instance of Mr. Howell, to the purchase of 
this larg*e work, had regarded it as somewhat out of 
scale with his moderate establishment, and with the 
other specimens of art pertaining to that, and that he 
would not unwillingly have entered into some d’‘'‘‘erent 
arrangement, had he but felt himself free to do so. 
Rossetti therefore (it must certainly have been he who 
took the initiative) proposed that Mr. Valpy should 
resign to him the Dreamy and receive in substi- 

tution for it other works, all of minor dimensions, to a 
total value not only equivalent to that of the relin- 
quished picture, but even definitely larg(,*r ; thus giving 
Mr. Valpy an advantage in the terms of excdiange, to 
smooth over any possible asperity incident to such a 
transaction. Indeed, a value of no less than c€1905 is 
spoken of by Rossetti, as against the £1575 at which 
the Daniels Breach had been priced ; but the £1095 was 
to be reduced to about £1()5() by the return to Rossetti 
of some secondary works — chaWc heads &c. — belonging 
to Valpy. An even larger value — £!:i230 — is specified at 
a later date in the letter- writing. From August onward, 
a good deal of correspondence — at times rather tentative 
and complicated in detail-^proceeded between Rossetti 
and Mr. Valpy. At one stage two replicas from works 
belonging to Mr. Ley land were proposed. Afterwards 
it was felt by the painter that this would not be con- 
sistent with Mr. Leyland^s liking. He then offered only 
one such replica — either the Sea^Spcll (of reduced size) 
or the P^ronica^ Veronese, at Valpy^s option ; along with 
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an oil-picture already begun — Gretchen (from Faust), 
trying-on the jewels, a subject for which a different 
title — Risen at Dawn — was soon adopted; a duplicate 
Blessed Damozel, or something else ; and a Proserpine, 
a reduction in oils, or else a watercolour. Deferring to 
Mr. Valpy^s rooted dislike of any nudity, the painter 
expressed himself willing to drape the bosom and part 
of the shoulders of the Gretchen. Afterwards a Joan of 
Arc kissing the sword of deliverance was offered. Of 
this subject a watercolour, the property of Lady Ash- 
burton, was at the time lying in the painter^s studio ; 
and he proposed to paint another larger version of it in 
oil. He stipulated that the works to be exchanged for 
the DantFs Dream would not be deliverable until after 
he should have succeeded in re-selling that picture ; 
and with a view to re-sale, he at once offered it at a 
diminished price to Mr. Turner, who however proved ir- 
responsive. In the course of this Valpy correspondence 
Tlossetti observes that he had scarcely ever made a full- 
sized replica of any life-sized picture — had only done so 
in the case of the Beaia Beatrix, and of one other 
subject, which I should presume to be the Proserpine. 
Of the watercolour Jomn of Arc he says, Neither in 
expression, colour, nor design, did I ever do a better 
thing.^^ 

In October, having despatched the Vision of Fiam- 
metta to its purchaser Mr. Turner, Hossetti turned his 
mind to some new subject. He fixed upon Desdemona^s 
Death-Song — where Desdemona sits crooning the willow- 
song, as Emilia combs out her hair. For this subject 
he made several studies and designs, the composition 
being altered more than once. He did not, I think, 
actually begin painting it on the canvas, but Jie must 
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have come very near to so doing. He was particularly 
occupied with this theme in the summer of 1881. 

In the last month of the year Mr. Valpy arranged 
with my brother that Miss Williams, the daughter of a 
lady residing at Shirley Hall, Tunbridge Wells, was to 
sit to him for a chalk portrait. It was finished in May 
of the following year. 

1879 . 

A letter to Mr. Graham, dated in May, sliows that 
the replica of Daniels Dreaniy long ago commissioned by 
that gentleman, was now so far advanced as to be quite 
ready for glazing. The double predella for this picture 
was expected to be completed very soon afterwards. 
The entire work was in fact finished by the end of 
November ; but then the painter avowed himself not 
satisfied with the figure of Beatrice, and held it over for 
alteration. The predella represents (1) Dante sick in 
body and perturbed in mind, dreaming his troublous 
dream, watched by ladies of his family ; and (2) Dante 
narrating his dream to the same ladies. Both these 
incidents appertain to the poem which the picture illus- 
trates. A full-sized monochrome of the old subject, 
Found — also due to Mr. Graham — was in hand in May 
as an aid towards bringing the picture itself to a con- 
clusion. 

About the same date another picture was painted, 
and was purchased by Mr. Ellis, who received it towards 
the end of the year. This is La Donna della Fines trq, 
the same subject (sometimes bearing the alternative title 
of The Lady of Pity) of which more than one chalk 
drawing had previously been done ; but I think the 
successive treatments of the theme always varied in 



108 


DANTE OABRIEL IWSSETTL 


arrang^ement. This ranks, I think, among my brother’s 
most mature paintings j the expression being at once 
deep and reserved. It may be worth mentioning that 
the Donna della Finestra is (in the narrative in Dante^s 
Vita Nova) • a lady who . looked from a window upon 
Dante when sunk in sorrow for the death of Beatrice, 
and whose aspect manifested so much jhty for him 
that he was after a while almost lured into falling in 
love with her. According to tlie allegorical interpre- 
tation of the Vita Nova (an interpretation for which 
Dante’s own statements in the Convito are largely 
responsible), this same lady really i*e})resents Philosophy ; 
but Rossetti had no sympathy with any downright 
allegory of that sort, and, in representing the Donna 
della Finestra, he had no notion of representing Philo- 
sophy, or any abstract personification of like kind. lie 
contemplated the Donna as a real woman ; but neither 
was her human reality intended to be regarded as the 
essence of the pictorial presentment — rather her per- 
sonal reality subserving the purpose of poetic suggestion 
— an emotion embodied in feminine form — a passion of 
which beautiful flesh-and-blood constitutes the vesture. 
Humanly she is the Lady at the Window ; mentally 
she is the Lady of Pity. This interpenetration of soul 
and body — this sense of an equal and indefeasible reality 
of the thing symbolized, and of the form which conveys 
the symbol — this externalism and internalism — are con- 
stantly to be understood as the key-note of Rossetti’s 
aim and performance in art. I have emphasized the 
point here, as the particular subject from the Vita Nova, 
with its dubious balance (so far as Dante’s intention is 
concerned) between the actual and the allegorical, seemed 
to invite some such observations ; but reijiarks tfO the like 
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effect might have been made in relation to many of the 
works of my brother previously specified, and they a])ply 
to the general range and scope of his art from tirst to 
last. 

It may have been in 1S79 that Rossetti made a 
chalk })orlrait of JNIr. Leyland, as a wedding-gift to that 
gentleman^s daughter, Mrs. Hamilton. 

The j)icture which occupied him mo^t towards the end 
of the year, and for sonu‘ months (msuing, was the full- 
length figure entitled at starting Mfni/nf 1^ ritiiin'err\ at 
afterwards The iJuj/dredm — a youthful lady seated in 
the fork of a sycamore-tree, with a book and a sprig of 
honeysuckle (the llower had at first been the snow- 
drop). This is perhap-^ the only instaiufc in which one 
of his life-sized hh^al female figures was jnctured at 
whole length. Mr. Constantine lonides, a friendly- 
accpiaintance of old standing, saw the painting in 
progress, or perhaps rath(*r he saw the chalk-drawing 
which served as foundation for the ])aii)ting; and he 
showed a disj)osition, which took effect, to become its 
purchaser. Hereupon Rossetti addressed to him on the 
5th October a letter which gives some practical details. 
He says that the price of The J)fif/(lreanb would be £735 ; 
being lower (as it certainly was) than the scale of prices 
which had prevailed in Mr. Craharn^s commissions. 
For instance, La G turlaiulata had cost £810, the Beat a 
Beatrix £1102, the Jlle^ssed Daaiozel £1207.^ The 
Fiamwetta, sold to Mr. Turner, had brought £810 ; and 
its price would have been higher but for the fact that Mr. 
Turner purchased several works at once. Rossetti added 

♦ Tliis price (.apparently through siihstitutiiig guinens for liOiindK; 
excot^ds the price named under the year 1877 : 1 fancy the guineas 
are prohaMy correct. 
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that tlie drawing serving for TAe Da f/ dr earn, was liis 
favourite ainou^ all tho^e which he had done from the 
same sitter, Mrs. William Morris. 

1880. 

Karly in this year Rossetti was occupied in coin- 
pletini** the picture* of La Piny commissioned several 
years hi‘fon* by Mr. Ia*yland ; and his friend Mr. 
Charles Fairfax Murray, setthul in Florence as a painter 
and a^(‘nt for works of art, ol)lii 4 *(‘<l htni by sending over 
a sket<*li of tlu* s(*enery of tin* fever-slri('k<*n Mareinma, 
needed for tin* l)ack« 4 *round of this picture. lit* after- 
wards forwarded souk* pliotoi^raphs of pi(‘t uresepu* ancient 
street-views from ISiena, to <^ui(b* Rossetti in <*omposin*^ 
the backo;round of a Florentine stre(‘t, applieabh? to his 
lati*r painting of 77//' Sahifafioa af whicli 

illustrates mort* particularly tin* sonnet of tlu* Floren- 
tiiKi poet, Tanto o'entih* e tanto onesta paie.'^ This 
paintinu^ was probably bci^un in ISM), and was eon- 
tiiiiu'd in ISSI : it was pun hastd by Mr. Leyland for 
and had reaehed a sta^e not very remote from 
completion at (he date when my brothcFs shaken and 
failing lK*aUh passed into the final stajj^es of disease, and 
he could work no mon* upon the canvas. Tlie same 
jjentleman also bou^^ht towards November the secoiul 
version of The Blessed Dtum^el — an oil-j>aintin^ 
dHTerin*^ considerably (especially in lackinj^ the back- 
ground groups) from the lirst version, in the jKJSsessiou 
of Mr. Graham. Rossetti accepted for the second 
version a sum — C500 — much below the usual range of 
Ills prices in those latter years. The work had remained 
long on hand, and more than one disap|K)intment had 
occurred with regard to its sale, aiul the picture- 



PAINTINGS AND DESIGNS. 


Ill 


market generally was then in a rather depressed <‘on- 
dition. 

A design in pen-and-ink of 77/<* So/nN'f was prodiu*ed, 
to be sent as a present to onr mother for her eightieth 
birthday, 27tli A])ril. It emb«)dies the sanu‘ ideas of 
the typical cpiality of tht» sonnet-form (d’ verse which 
are expressed in a sonnet which my brotlaa* wnde to 
accompany it. An (‘ngraving of this de>ign b^rms th<‘ 
front ispii'ce to the book on Hosstdti which Mr. William 
Sharp ])ublish(Ml in 1SS:>, soon afl(‘r his tlealh. 

A letter of this year n‘ft‘rs to a painting which 
llosstdti had e\e<‘uttMl as far back as iStll. It is an 
Annnneiation, done upon the ]>ulpit in tin* ehureh built 
by ilr. Hodhy at S(-arborough. In I ss(t a Maneh(*ster 
j)icture-buy(‘r, who admired this composition, indilied a 
w'isb to (ddain a duplicate <d* it: nothing however (*amc 
of this ])r<*posal. 

^Jdn; picture of 77ft‘ was still ])roe(‘eding 

meanwhile. Kossedti \v<»rkc‘d upon it with I'arin'sl 
assiduity, sparing no pains to bring it up t(» his highest 
stiindard, and altering fnrly when In* found that some 
imj>rov(‘ment c-ould la* <dT<‘<*t4*d. In didy he 4*n’a<aMl 
the head tirst painted-in, ami *pro4:4*c‘4led to substitute 
another ; tin* original ln‘ad lia<l mwer impn*KM*d him as 
being (piitc ecpial to the oin* in the cartoon. 

In August tin? IDuita lirafrl.r intt'inh**! for Mr. 
Valjiy was nearly finisluHl, ami Koss(»tti expeetcM to 
deliver it shortly. 

The ohl pl(!ture nam<id Found was again inindi in 
my brother’s thoughts towards the 4*rnl <d‘ this y<*ar. It 
had long been due to its last eommisttioiiing jmrclniwr, 
Mr. Graliam ; and would probably about this time 
have baeii actually finished, ha<l it not l>ccn that an 
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unfortunate difFcMcnce of view arose between the pur- 
eluiser and the ))ainter with rejjard to transactions dating 
several years back. Mr. Graham had at that period 
cornrnissioiu^l the Dantes(jue subject T/ie Boat of Lore, 
as well as the Found, each of tliem at £S4() ; and had 
made, on account of both of tliese works, certain 
])ayments which he now claimed a right of concentrating 
on the Found alom*, thus dropping altogether the 
pro[>osed purchase of The Boat of Lore, Naturally this 
variation of plan was not agreeable to Rossetti, who 
maintained that tin* payments ought to continue dis- 
tribut(‘d as at first ])urposed, and that additional sums 
nunained due for each ))icture, and that his unrelin* 
quished intention of at some time taking up The Boat of 
Love, and carrying it to completion as a work Wspoken 
by Mr. Graham, should not be thus thwarted. Ilis 
interests were obviously at stake; and of these, though 
not inclined to urg(' them harshly or graspingly, he 
wjis always somewhat ttmaeious. The residt of tlie 
whole controversy was untoward. Found remained 
uncompleted, and The Boat of Lore, except in its tdden 
form of a large monochrome in oil, was never even 
begun. Idiere is a letter dated in November from Mr. 
Arthur Hughes the painter, showing that })reparations 
were then being made for finishing Found, As Mr. 
Hughes resided in the <*ountry, he undertook to oblige 
Rossetti by looking out fora smock-frock, to be used 
for painting the costume of the male figure in Found, 
My brother, living a ikiverely secluded life in his latter 
years, was out of the way of attending to. such matters 
for himself : it Wiis his good .fi^une to have various 
friends wkD never grudged to render him the requisite 
tod^ , 
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1881. 

Of this year, the last which my brother lived to see 
completed, the principal transa(dion was the sale, to the 
Walker Gallery in Liverpool, the innnieii)al ’or j)uhlie. 
collection of that city, of the orij^inal and hir^?r versi<ni 
of the oil-paintine;* DiUife^H Dream. As we have alrt^ady 
seen, this painting, finished in ls7l, was at liist sold (o 
Mr. Graham. He, finding it too lar^(» for advanta‘^(‘- 
ous han^yin^ in his house — spacious thou<^h that r — 
resit^ned it after a while in exchange for a reduced 
duplicate. The larger picture was then purchased by 
Mr. Valj)y; who had not, lono^ been its poss(*ssor wlnm 
his removal from London to Bath nsoponed the (|U(*stion 
of the location of the pictun*, and Rossetti tlu*n indiu*cd 
him to return it, in exchanj^e for various of hen* and 
smaller works. The Danfe^H Dream revi*rte<l to Ross(‘tti^s 
house, perhaps at the he^inninij^ of J S71); ami then? it 
remained unsold, and inonopolizinjjc a lar^e spac<* in 
his studio, until the arran^<*incnt for its purchas(* for 
Liverpool reached a <*on<-lusion. That armiif^crnent 
was by no means plain sailin*^: it had its ups and 
downs, and at one moment sehrned to the artist t<> 
have failed altogether. However, lie had two staunch 
allies throughout. One of these, and indeed the first 
sug^ester of the idea that the authorities of the Liver- 
pcKjl Gallery mie;ht be induced to bid for the pictnn*, 
was Mr. T. Hall Caine ; who, havinj^ iXM'eritly ^iven uji 
his connection with an architcetiural firm in LiverjKK:>l, 
had been received as a resident in my brother's house, 10 
Cheyne Wtlk, doin^ bi|r endeavour (not too successfully 
at times, I may a<lniit) to brighten his solitudi and re- 
lieve his wuow permanent sense of despondency, and at 
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any rate undertaking on his behalf many good offices of 
a miscellaneous kind. I say his solitude/^ because the 
attached artistic assistant who had for several years been 
domiciled with my brother, Mr. Henry Treffry Dunn, 
had of late ceased to be in the house, although his pro- 
fessional aid was still at times called into requisition. 
Mr. Caine took a very active part in managing the 
disposal of the Bariira Bream to Ijiverpool, revisiting 
that city more than once on his own affairs, and partly 
on liossetti^s, and he showed equal perseverance and 
address in bringing the matter to a head. The second 
ally was Mr. lid ward Samuelson, a leading member of 
the Liverpool Corporation, who from the first showed a 
strong inclination to get the picture purchased, and 
stuck to his text, spite of opposition here or lukewarm- 
ness there, until his object was aeeomplislu'd. In 
visiting London and my brotlua-^s studio on two or three 
occasions, ho secured the painter’s ])ersonal regard and 
liking, and he kept up with him an active corresj)ondcnee 
as to details. 

The first letter which I find on this subject is one 
from Mr. Samuelson, dated Sth March. It refers to 
his having called at Kossetti’s studio, with a view to 
treating for the purchase. By 2nd May matters had 
]>roceeded so far that Mr. Samuelson expressed in 
writing his opinion that Rossetti might now begin 
making certain alterations which the painter himself 
considered desirable in the picture. The.^e i)ropo8ed 
alterations, which he proceeded at once to effect, related 
to two points in especial : the drapery of the lady who 
stands at the head of the deail Beatrice^ and in this 
respect a manifest improvement was effected ; and the 
head of Beatrice herself, which Rossetti thought lit to 
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<5hange from a brunette to a blonde ty\)c. I for my own 
part never regardtnl this as an advanta<jo : the head was 
painted from a brunette, ainl the chanj^^e in the colour 
of the hair, even had it been in itself beneficial, was 
less in unison with the mould of feature and the ])ersonul 
type. This se*ems to me one more instance of the rule 
that, when my brother reeurre<l to and modified an old 
picture, he seldom bettered it. Before undertaking^ 
these alterations, liossetti stipulated that he could only 
do so ujxm the understanding^’ that tlie j)iotnre mo-^t be 
deemcnl practically sold to the Walk<*r (lallery. On this 
condition, he would he able to deliv(*r the work by the 
(‘nd of AujT’ust, if .£5(10, out of the full price of .£1575, 
were previously paid, the balance remaining to be <lis- 
char^^ed by the close of the year. He could not consent 
to send the j)ictuie to Liver{)ool at all, unless in the 
character of a purchas(Hl work : this restriction rcderred 
to the fact that it hud been ])roposed that the painting 
should in the first instance figure as a (Contribution to 
the ordinary annual exhibition in Liver|x>ol, from winch 
it was to pass into the Walker (iallery — nominally as 
bought for the Liverpool public out of the annual ex- 
hibition, but really under a strict prc‘coiitruct of sale and 
purchase. Satisfrictory assurances Ixiing given on these 
jMjints, the re-painting was actually begun ecirly in June*, 
and was finished before the end of the month, and re- 
garded by the artist as a decided amelioration. Other 
difficulties however ensued ; or jK^rhaps my brother, who 
in his later years was of anything Imt a sanguine or 
buoyant temperament, imagined that spokes were inserted 
in his wheel when in fact that mechanism was running 
smoothly enough ; at any rate, he wrote to me on 8rd 
August atinounqing that the proposed purchase of the 
1 2 
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picture had collapsed. Soon however Mr. Caine was 
enabled to satisfy Rossetti that there was no ground for 
discouragement or dubiety : and on 9th August the 
painter wrote again to Mr. Samuelson quoting Mr. 
Caine’s assurances, and proposing to send the picture to 
Liverpool — perhaps after an interval of a few days, as he 
might yet be putting a final touch to it. He required 
that his own j)rint(‘d description of the work should 
appear rorbaiini in the exhibition-catalogue, and pointed 
out that the picture ought to be hung so as to sloj^e 
slightly forward. These arrangements were ratified by 
Mr. Samuelson on the Jlth : he stated that the terms 
of purchase had tluui been confirmed by the iVrts 
(’ommittee, and would now be completed, and the 
l)icture therefore should be forwarde<l. By the 17th it 
had arrived in Livi^rpool. The price was fix(‘d at a sum 
of i 1050, minus the usual commission to the exhibiting 
gallery. By the 7th of September it was definitively 
bought f(»r the Malker Collection. My brother was 
not wanting in a feeling of gratitude to any one who, 
like Mr. Samuelson, undertook to do him a service in 
a matter of art, and who held steadily to his purpose. 
He requested Mr. Samuelson to aeeej)t as an acknow- 
ledgment a crayon study for the head of Dante in the 
oil-picture ; an otYer which was gracefully assented to. 
It need hardly be said that this disposal of his largest 
and most important painting, a work which may be 
termed monumental in subject and size, was entirely 
pleasing to the artist. That it should obtain a [>er- 
manent home, and should hold a conspicuous place in 
a public gallery of only less than metropolitan import- 
ance, was the fate he would himself have selected 
for it. I should add that this was ^the last salient 
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artistic transjiction of his life, and was almost coinoi(h‘nt 
with his last appearance in the ludd of authorship — his 
new volume entitled HitHtuls ami SonNe/s,i\\on^ with the 
reissue, in a modified form, of his volume Poem}< <»f 
1870, takiiiij place almost directly afterwards. He 
then, in (juest of health and repose, h*ft Ijondon for a 
brief sojourn at Fisher Place, in the Vale of St. John, 
near Keswick in Cumherlaml : hut lu‘alth was no more 
to be his, nor any repose s;ive that of the deathljcd and 
the ^'rave. 

Other doings of the year ISSI remain to be men- 
tioiUHl. It may have been early in tliis year, <>r perhaps 
in ISSO, that an etxfhin^ from his old |M‘n-an(Uink de- 
sign of llam/et and OftlndlUf whertj th(‘ lady returns to 
the prince his love-i'ifts of less a<;itated days, was made 
by Mr. J, S. B. lIaydon--a gentleman whom Ross<‘tti 
in youth had known sliL^htly as a sculptor, and who 
afterwards cn^a^Ml in husiiu^ss as a print-s(dh*r, and of 
whom my brother saw a pKxl d(*:d in these cltjsino* 
years. The etching (of which I now possess the copper) 
was a vi^^orous ctTc^etive performance^, and very like the* 
original in most essentials, hut eliverji^in^jf from it in 
method by heunj^ somewhat In^Uvy and rouo:h, instenid 
of delicately keen. My hndher, thou;^h anxious to 
aceommodate Mr. Ilaydon in this and otluT matters, 
felt that on the whole he would not wish the etehinj^ 
to be published as a print. Mr. Ilaydon could hut 
acquiesce, and reconsijfned the coj)} er to the designer's 
keeping. 

The oil picture of La Via — so many years in hand 
— -must have l)een finally a^mpUdcnl late in the summer 
of 1881. There is a letter from Mr. Ijeyland, dated 
12th July, asking that the glazing of the [Hcturo might 
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soon be finished. In August Rossetti was painting 
some magnolias into a new version of the Donna della 
Finestra — a work which he did not live to complete, 
nor even to carry up to any considerable point of advance. 
Early in August the replica of the Beaia Beatrix (it 
may perhaps have been on a reduced scale) was delivered 
to Mr. Valpy, as one of the various items which were 
to serve as an equivalent for the relinquished and now 
re-sold Dream. Mr. Valpy found the flesh of 

the Beatrix somewhat too dark for his liking; and 
Rossetti consented to receive the picture back for a 
while, and lighten the tints. Another of the Valpy 
paintings, the reduced replica of Proserpiae^ was in 
hand at the end of September, during my brother’s 
brief stay at Fisher Place, after the Liverpool transac- 
tion had reached its conclusion. 

1882 . 

The above is the latest detiiil regarding my brother’s 
works of art which I find recorded in the correspondence. 
It will not be out of place, however, to say that this 
smaller Pronerpine, and more especially the Joan of Are 
kissing the sword of deliverance (another of the Valpy 
commissions), must have been the very last canvases 
to which he set his hand, stiffening within the clasp of 
Death. Early in he finally left London for Birch- 

ington-on-Sea, near Margate, where one of the bungalow- 
villas (now named Rossetti Bungalow) was liberally placed 
at his disposal by his old friend, the architect Mr. John 
P. Seddon, with the assent of its owner, Mr. Cobb. 
The two pictures in question were taken down by him 
to the bungalow. They were already nearly finished ; 
and some further touches bestowed upon at 
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1843 . 

As it liappons, the year ISI;}, which is tlie first that 
i-We found heariii}' some record of the work of Dante 
Rossetti in desij;n, is also the first to which wc can advert 
as respects his writinog. On 1 Ith August of this \ car, 
his age being then fifteen, he wrote to our mother mat 
he had done a tliird chapter of Sorri'iifino. This Sor- 
mntino was a prose tale of the romantic and thrilling 
kind, in which the Devil bore a conspicuous jiart. It 
was narrated in the tir.st person, with considerable detail 
of incident and emotion. The siame must have been 
laid in Italy (I think Veniee), us deduciblo from the 
surname “ iSorrentino." 1 cannot however recollect 
that my brother took any particular pains to give an 
Italian colouring to his story, nor that he coneerntHl 
himself much as to the date at which it might be su])> 
|)08cd to occur ; perhajis the first half of tjie s<!vent<'enth 
century should in a vague way Ijfc assumed. The Devil 
was, for literary and inventive jturposes, a great favourite 
with my brother, before, during, and after, the period 
when he wrote Sorreufino. 1 apprehend that (Jdlhe’s 
Faust must have I>ecn alM>ut the first torm in which 
diabolism bc*came a |K>tent influence on his mind — 
the outlines of Iletzsch from the great drama havitig 
been highly familiar to him at a very early age (say 
six), and, along, with the outlines, some relevant 
extracts from the drama itself. A multitude of 
fantastic, stories — such as JJer FreiscAiiiz, Peter 
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Sclihiiuhlj The Bottle Imp^ The Diamond JFatch, Fitz- 
balFs Devil Stork, and in especial Maturings romance 
of Alelmoih the Wanderer, alon^ with Alanfred and The 
Deformed Transformed in poetry — passed through the 
crucible of his mind. The Prince of Darkness was, in 
his conception, constantly ^^a ^entlernan^^ — not a horrid 
wild beast of horns, tail, and talons, but a personage 
mixing in human society, tcm})ting, prompting, and 
blasting, the actions of the beings upon whom lie 
operated. In Sorrentino the Devil was mainly of the 
Mephisto])helian order — eausti(‘, cynical, and malignant, 
with a certain Byronic tinge as well. 1 cannot remem- 
ber exactly wliat part he played in the narrative, which 
be*gau as a love-story, more or less. I rather think he 
assumed from time to tinn^ the person of the hero, and, 
by his misdeeds in this (diaraetcr, brouglit the victim 
into bad odour with liis la<ly-love. There still exists a 
du})licato design which my brother made (sutlieiently 
boyish) illustrating a scene in the tale: the laily seated, 
and the lover — or the Devil personating the lover — 
standing behind her chair. I recollect also an incident — 
perhaps the laJit in the unfinished narrative — of a duel ; 
the hero was, 1 fancy, opposed to his rival in love, and, 
greatly to his disgust, was turned from an honest 
duelist into a virtual assassin by the unwished-for aid 
which the Devil (like Mepliistopheles in the affray with 
Valentine) afforded him. What was written of Sorren* 
iino may have been some four or five chapters, of the 
length of chapters in an oitlinary novel. I thought 
it extremely good at the time; and even now I 
believe that, were it recoverable, it would be found 
vastly superior (this is not saying much) to the early 
ballad-T>oem, Sir Hugh the Heron, written by my brother 
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about the same periml. No trace, however, remains of 
Sorrf'itfiNo. Its author must have advisedly destroyed 
it; I dare say^ as early as IStS or 1S|7. 

Another work of iVtahlerh* in which my hrotlnu’ de- 
lighted intensely — but it must have been some twj> or 
three years later than the date of Sonenilno — was ///.* 
thi by Frederic Soulie; also tli(» 

Faufa.sfi(jneH of IlolTmann, in a Fremdi translation, but 
«»f these stories there are j>erha]>s few, or hardly any, 
that deal with the Devil himself. 

1846. 

Amon^ my brother’s early (‘fforts in translation 
(whi<;h were ehicdly from the (i(*rman — Biir^^n'r’s 
Ae//e/>», th(‘ ojKMiiu^* eluiunts of the N Ifjcltnu/rutietl , 
Hartmann V(m Aue > Anth* llt^nn‘t<*ky &(*.) (*ame one 
from the French, or presumably from the Italian in a 
Fren(‘h version — a ballad from IVosper MeriimV’s 
famous Corsican tale, On re-insp(H;lir)^ 

(Fdomhiiy T tlnd it to contain thriM* ballads, ^iv«‘n in 
tlie form of French prose; they be^in r(*spe<;tively — 
Dans la valliX‘ bi(m loin <l(*rriere I(*h m(»nt i^nes,^^ 
Charles Bajdiste, hi (Jhrist fecoive ton iime/^ and 
^^L’epervier se rev(*iilera, il depioiera ses ailes.^^ The 
translation has laj)Ked from my memory, but I have no 
doubt that its original was the la.st of these three 
ballads. 


1847 . 

I observe, in a letter date<l as late as 1H73, a refer- 
ence to the iK)em of TAe Blenned Damozel^ which may 
as well find mention here. This poem, as Hossetti in- 
formed Mr. Hall Caine, was written in liw nineteenth 
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year, which terminated with 11th May 1847. In the 
letter in question he observes that The Blessed Bamozel 
was written to be inserted in a sort of manuscript 
family-magazine named Uodf/epodf/ey which was con- 
cocted, never passing beyond the range of the family 
circle, during some months or weeks of 1847, or pos- 
sibly 18 K). The poem named The Portrait (which had 
been considerably altered and improved before it ap- 
peared in the Poems published in 1870) had a similar 
origin. 

1848 . 

Rossetti wrote two sonnets for his first picture, The 
Girlhood of Mar jj Virgin; one of them was composed 
on 21st November ISIS. It was probably the sonnet 
which begins — 

“Thirt ia that lilossod Mary, pio-t*lo( t 
CIixl’s Virgin," 

and which was printed in the catalogue of the Free 
Exhibition, when the picture appeared there in 1849, 
and reprinted in the volume Poems, The second sonnet, 
commencing “ These are the symbols, was inscribed on 
the frame of the i)ainting, but was not otherwise pub- 
lished by the author. As this second composition 
explains with minuteness the details of the picture, and 
as these cannot have l>een far advanced in November 
1848, I infer that the sonnet composed in that month 
must have been the one first mentioned. 

1849 . 

tip to this year Rossetti had never been further 
abroad than to Boulogne and its neighbourhood. The 
autumn of 1849 was rendered memorabl<|to him by his 
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visiting, in company with Mr. Holman Hunt, Paris, 
and some of the principal cities of Belgium — Brussi^ls, 
Antwerp, Ghent, and Bruges. Short and unextensive 
and unadventurous as this trip was, it remained never- 
theless the least ineousiderahle <me which my brother 
ever undertook. lie re-visited Belgium, in my company, 
once afterwards, and Paris two or three times ; hut he 
did not again coviT, in any single totir, so large a space 
of ground as in 1 S tl). 

On 18th Septemher, just before starting fo^ the 
Continent, he wrote to me that he had ohs(*rviHl in the 
(ie,Hfa lioum turnon a story, of which he sc*nt me a modi- 
fied prose version of his own, naming it Thn Scrip and 
Staff: this was the foundation of his })oem Waring 
nearly the same tith*, and written, 1 think, not irn- 
mediatelj'’ afterwards, but within two or three years 
ensuing. His letter of Se])temb(*r exj)ress<»d the inUm- 
lion of versifying this tale, and also another story of his 
own invention, which may, I HU|)posii, have been the Latst 
Confestitoit , lie had written but little lately : twelve 
additional stanzas of Uridc-chamher Talk (the long but 
uncompleted narrative poem whi(‘h is now entitled The 
Hride'a PrelHde)^ and three stfinzas added “as stop- 
gaps to My Sleep. Tliis last-natned short 

poem had been written some considerable while before, 
I should think not later than 1847. My brother's ob- 
ject in inserting “ stop-giips must no doubt have been 
to make the composition available for the then forth- 
coming Prff?mphaelite magjizine, The Germ^ in whose 
opening number it appeared. If my memory does not 
deceive me, it may have been printed once before. As 
my brother was growing up towards manhocxl he became 
acquaint^ with Major Calder Campbell, an officer 
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retired from the Indian army, and a rather prolific pro- 
ducer of verses and tales in annuals and maii^azines, and 
at times in volumes ; an eminently amiable and kindly 
old bachelor (or rather then elderly bachelor, as his ae^e 
niay have be(*n about fifty-live), ^''osnipy, and a little 
s(*andal-lovin<jf, who conceived a very*^ lii^-li idea of my 
brother's powers. He must, 1 think, have been the 
first lit(‘rary man familiar with the ups and downs of 
London publishing- whom lioss(‘tti knew. For a year 
or two my brotlnn* and I had an ap[)ointcd weekly even- 
ing);' wlum we called upon Major (>^imj>bell in his (piiet 
lodj^injrs in University Street, '^rotbrnham Court Uoad ; 
and the time passed lii^htly and ph‘asantly over a cup 
of t<‘a, with all s(»rts of talk, slight or serious, sensible 
or amusing; our ^‘ood-natured host assumint^ no air of 
stiffness or su]H‘riori(y o!\ tlu‘ s(*or<‘ of and varied 
experience, but chaltini^ away with somethin^L^ which, 
as the montlis and years len^llumt'd, j>artook even of 
defenmee for the foreseen intellectual initiative and 
eminence of Dante llo^setti. It was here that on one 
occasion we met by ap[)ointment, to our f^reat delec- 
tation, I'^benezor Join's, the author of Sen- 

safion and Event. I w'ell remember that, at the instance 
of Calder Cam])htdl, J/y Si^teEs Sleep was ]>roduced to 
the editress of IjU Belle Af^xeinhlee^ a majj^azine of that 
date, IS 17 or IStS, which must have seen l)etter days 
aforetime, but was then still tolerably well accepterl in 
the regions of liiifht literature. The editress certainly 
admired the poem, and perhaps she inserted it ; if so, 
this was the very first apjiea ranee of Dante Rossetti in 
published print. 

^ly brother started on his foreign trip with Holman 
Hunt at the end of September ; and in a lettw of the 
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27th to the 29th of that month ho sent mo some poems 
written en roufe — l.ontlon (o Folkcfdtuir ; liou/o^iu* 
(which be^an ^^The sea is in its listless ehime/^ ami 
is the first form of the lyrie now named VV/e 
iit/fiijt), and Boulogne to Aitiieuft and /\//7.v. d’he first 
and third arc snat<*hes of blank verse, and arc* partly 
printed in my brother's Collected Works (ISS(»), ;d. 
though not by himself at any period of his lifc^tinu*. 
On 4th October he wrote that , a day or two before*, 
while he was ascending the stairs of Notre Dame* in 
Paris, a soniuit had come* whole into his he;ul, b* ' had 
afterwards drifted away aj^ain. Pour days later he* se*nt 
me this sonnet, be^innin^ ‘SVs one who jj^ropin^ in 
a narrow stair aUo the sonnet On (he Place de la 
HaslUlCy and tliat l or a I I'neflau Pastoral hif (llorg 'ioue 
(the j)icture in the Ijoeivre*), whieli had b(M»n writtem e)n 
the spot. 4lK*re were two ()the*rs in a ^rote’sepu* strain, 
which remain nnpnl)lisbe‘d, On the Lon ere (I alter and 
On a Cancan at the Satie / atentlno^ a dance* whiedi elis- 
Jousted Ross(*tti md a little*. In a le*tter of isth October 
other verse followe*d : sonnets on a. Last I i sit to the 
Lonrre ; i\\\'oo. Last Sonnets in l^ans the* c!onple (pub- 
lished) For Rnggiero and An (jet ten h/j Ingres ; senne blank 
verse (partially printed in the* ('otteeted IForks) Frfnn 
IL/rls to Brussels, On the Road, Envoi ; and a^’ain 
sonnets. On the Road to II atcrloo, The Field of Waterloo, 
Return to Brussels ; anel a lyrie. Near Brussels, a Half- 
tray Pause {Cotlcefed IForks), He* made the? remark in 
this letter that, of all he had written simx* leaving Ijondon, 
only the two Ingres sonnets and the one On the Road 
to IFuterloo had received any consideration : a remark 
which, when we take into account the calibre of //o«- 
loyne Clijfs and the Giorgione sonnet (not to sj>cak of 
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some other items), shows that he was well capable of 
throwing off good work at a heat. 

A letter dated from 21*th to 26th October was sent 
also to our Praeraphaelite Brother James Collinson. 
As Collinson did not make the mark which, in the early 
days of Piicraphaelitism, his colleagues had hoped for, 
and as he is now ])erhaps nearly forgotten, I will here 
give a few words of information about him. He was a 
man of small stature, with a short neck, son of a book- 
seller at Mansfield in Nottinghamshire ; of composed 
demeanour, retiring and modest. lie was brought up 
in the Church of Ihigland, but got converted to the 
(duuvh of Rome hy the influence of Dr. (Cardinal) 
Wiseman : a relapse to Anglicanism, and a reversion to 
(vatholicasm, ensued. As a re-converted Catholic, Col- 
linson became for a while exceedingly strict : he thought 
that the Pneraphaelite Brotherhood was a society more or 
less secular and latitudinarian, and this formed his prin- 
cipal, perhaps almost his sole, motive for seceding from 
it. He had begun art as a domestic jiainter, with sub- 
jects of the anecdotic or semi-humorous kind in low 
life ; and save for one ambitious and in some respects 
very laudable Pneraphaelite attempt, Sf. Eliza- 
tjeth of Hungary y he adhered in the main to this 
line of subject. He died towards 1880. His rcatKer 
long blank-verse poem in The Genn^ named The Child 
Jesus, shows that Collinson was certainly not without 
poetical feeling, and even possessed some true poetical 
aptitude: I am not aware, however, that at any subse- 
quent period he produced anything in verse. To 
Collinson, as I have said, my brother wrote towards 
the close of October, enclosing a sonnet Between Ghent 
and Bruges; also a lyric, The Carillon, which w'as 
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published with an extra stanza in TAe (ierm, and is now 
re-named Anffcrrji and Hrnf/es, lie ol)S(‘rviHl that, on 
leaving London, he had intended to finish Rruh** 
chatiifjrr Talk while abroad, but that he had in fact not 
written one additional line of it. This letter tt) 
Collinsoii is the last of the Franco- Hel^aan series — the 
trip itself terminatin*^ very soon a-fterwanls. 

I860. 

This year affonls some indirect reconl of th * prose 
tivle, Sf. A^/ncfi of laf^'ro^Ksslon , whi(‘h, be^un towards 
ISIS, remained unfinished at my l>rothi‘r^s death, but is 
j)ublished in the Te/AvAv/ // In I SnO, the y(*arof 
TAa (rd'niy it was naturally intended that this tale should 
be completed, and published in that magazine : it was 
also piKpos<*d that my brother should make an etching 
illustrative of his own story. Tin* etehinj^ was in fact 
be^un ; but, proving (juit(‘ disappointing and (*V(*n ex- 
as|)eratin<^ to its artist who had no j)revious accjuaint- 
anee with the a([uafortis process, it was thrown aside, 
and then Millais undertook to ]>rodur‘e an etching of the 
same subject. Millais wrote aecordin^ly to llo.ss(»tti, 
stating; that he was about to cf)mrnen(*e his task, and 
enquiring whether the eostumc of the figures ou^ht \a> 
be modern. The reply must have been in the adirrna- 
tive. Millais then made his etching, which was included 
in the great Millais Exhibition held at the Grosvenor 
Gallery in 1880 ; it was never used in TAo (Jenny as that 
magazine died a natural, and at the lime an unlamenh'd, 
death almost immeiliately. The design rcpres<uits what 
would no doubt have IxHiu the final inehlent in the 
tale — the hero painting the portrait of his affianced 
bride, wjio dies while sitting to him : this being a 
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recurrence of the events which had happened to the 
same painter and the same lady in the fifteenth century 
—for the story is essentially one of metempsychosis. 

A few words may here be given to TAe Germ. It 
was projected as the organ of the Praeraphaelite 
Brotherhood for promulgating their views in art and 
in literature — especially poetic literature. The seven 
members of the Brotherhood were owners of the con- 
cern ; but they did not wish to be exclusive owners, in 
case the co-operation of some friends, as sharers in the 
pecuniary risk, could be secured. Various friends were 
invited, and one or two were precariously enlisted. The 
prime mover in the whole affair was certiiinly Dante 
Rossetti, who (unlike most of his colleagues in the 
Brotherhood) was at this date just as keen in literary as 
in pictorial interest and ambition : without him] no such 
project would have ))een mooted, and no such risky 
venture brought to bear. Next to him, Woollier 
was the most active spirit, and, for artistic purposes, 
Holman Hunt. I (at the mature age of twenty) 
was appointed editor. I cannot charge myself with 
negligence in the practical conduct of the magazine ; 
but may unreservedly Uvow that, but for my brother's 
ascendency, and the contagion of his enterprizing 
spirit, it would never have entered my head to tempt 
the malice of Fortune by any knight-errantry of the 
kind. The title of the magazine, 'fAe Germ^ was not 
my brother's invention. I recollect a conclave which 
was held one evening in his studio, then in Newman 
Street, with a view to settling the title of the forth- 
coming publication, and other points affecting it. A 
great number of titles were proposed, and jotted down 
on a fly-sheet which I still possess, Mr, Wiljjam Cave 



WRITINGS, 


m 


Thomas the jminter (whom we came to know thn)Uffli 
Mr, Miulox Brown) suggestixl Orrm/^ and after 
due pondering^ this sufliciently apposito title was adopUnl. 

In a letter of 8ixl SepU*niber — dating after the 
decease of 'IVtf* (lerm — iny brother sent me the small 
lyric termed The Mirror — published only in tin? 
VoUecied ll or/:!, 

1861 

bears trace of a few newspaper eritiqties written ’ y my 
brother \ip()n works of art, simply, for the must part, 
as an accommodation to me. In the summer ()f lS."i(), 
conse([uent upon my performance as editor of The Germ, 
I became the art-c ritic of the weekly review nanuMl The 
Critic (a paj>er of tlu‘ same idass as 77/e Mhe/ucnm and 
77/(? Liierart/ Ga:^dfe), editcMl by Mr. (afU'rwards Ser- 
jeant) Cox. In November of the same year my servicers 
were transfernnl to The Sj/ectatory with which 1 re- 
mained until some time in lS.*it). In tln» Iloyal Ac^adenny 
exhibition of 1S5I one of* th(‘ heading pictures was 77/e 
Gotha i// lt(il//y by Poole: my brother felt inclined to 
have his say about it — Ixdng at that time, and not at 
that time only, a great julmircr^of this painter on broa^l 
grounds, with considerable cxcejition in some dtdails : 
he wrote the j)aragraph, and it was incorponitcd witli 
my article on the gallery. In August 1 was out f»f 
town, and my brother then obliged me by taking U]» the 
j)en on my behalf, with the sanction of the editor Mr. 
Rintoul, and writing a review of an exhibition termed 
The Modern Piet //res of all Nations , at Lir/ifield House , 
St, Jameses, He made few or no notes on the spot, but 
wrote his critique from recollection. I can rememlKjr 
that on*my rqjturn Mr. Rintoul (who was a first-rate 
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editor, and a man of clear and quick discernment, though 
not specially conversant with matters of fine art) ex- 
pressed to me a sense of my hrother^s uncommon apti- 
tude as a writer ; he was probably a little surprised to 
find that a young man, only just known to him by 
name as an artist, had but to be tried and to figure 
well as a press-critic to boot. This article was followed 
by another on an Fj.vhihition of Sketches and Bratvings 
in Fall Mall East, got up by the picture-dealer Mr. 
Pocock. 

In the letter which my brother wrote to me regarding 
the Lichfield House exhibition is a reference to his 
translation, executed towards 1817-48, of Dante’s Vila 
Nova. He had then consigned the MS. to Mr. John 
Edward Taylor, the printer — an old family friend, and 
a man of elegant tastes and accomplishments, especially 
in Italian literature — with a view to its possible pub- 
lication by the firm of ^lurray. No such publication, 
however, ensued : and it was only in 1801 that the Vita 
Nova translation appeared in print, as a p()rtion of the 
volume. The Karlg Italian Poets, published by Smith 
& Elder, In writing to me about this translation, my 
brother spoke in a deprecating tone of its defects, real 
or supposed — especially ruggedness. It is also referred 
to in his letter (May 185 f) to Mr, McCracken, from 
which some passages were cited in pp. 20, 21. I made 
some years ago,^^ he said, a translation of the entire 
Jlta Nova, which I have by me, and shall publish one 
day, as soon as I liave leisure to etch my designs 
from it.^^ But he never found any leisure, nor pos- 
sibly any downright inclination, for that particular 
purpose. 
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1852 

was the year of the death of the great Duke of Welling- 
ton. The funeral took place on iStli November ; on 
the 29th of the same month Rossetti wrote to Madox 
Brown, saying that he liad written the poem 
hm^s Fnneraly which remained unpublished until, in 
18S1, it appeared in the second form of the volume 
entitled Foews. Any one who reads that lyric will per- 
ceive that there was a good deal of the Englishman in 
Rossetti. He was even a sort of tyj)ical John Jlull in a 
certain unreasoned and impatient javference of Ihiglish- 
men and things English to foreigners and things foreign. 
For Italy and Italians he had necessarily a fellow-feeling 
— substantial, though by no means indiscriminate or 
thorough-going : but for France and Frenchnu‘n, or for 
Belgium or Germany and Belgians or Germans, and so on 
for other nationalities, he certainly had no bias of predi- 
lection : he shared, and in some sense exaggerated, the 
ordinary type of British sentiment regarding them. Tt) 
give a clear and comprehensive account of my brother’s 
attitude of mind upon national and ixditical (|uestions 
would not be altogether easy : 1 understood it well 
enough, but to define it briefly is another thing. There 
was a certain mixture in his mind of solid respect for 
his own race (I here mean the English, without taking 
count of the Italian) and its achievememts ; of sympathy 
with the working and suffering inillioms in all countri<‘.s, 
and desire for their just treatment, pr grc‘ss, and a<l- 
vancement; of respect for authorify exercised with 
humanity and enlightenment; of impatience of any 
fussy or frothy clamour, whatever its object and how- 
ever clamorous its appeal, whether in the direction of 
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^Miberty^' equality, and fraternity/^ or of hearths and 
hdmes/'^ or of the throne and the altar ; and of 
genuine and dens© indifference to, and practical ig- 
norance of, all the current bustle of politics, Liberal or 
Conservative, British or foreign. He did not belong, 
even remotely, to any party in the state ; but A^ht in 
a brorid sense be said to have more of the Liberal than 
of the Conservative in his feelings and opinions, and 
more of the Conservative than of the Liberal in his 
jmietieal leanings. 

As a poet, Rossetti was, I think, more than commonly 
free from plagiarisms, conscious or unconscious. Here 
and there one finds a resemblance to some other writer ; 
hardly an imitation or a borrowing. It is rather curious 
therefore that in the lyric ir MingU)n^ ^ Funeral occurs 
a decided reminiscence (I do not say a wilful and pre- 
pense one) from another poet; and this the poet for 
whom Rossetti cared least among such as were acknow- 
l(Hlged to be very great by his contemporaries — I mean 
Wordsworth. The eighth stanza of Wellingio)i\^ Funeral 
relates to the Battle of Waterloo, and runs thus ; 

Bo^no word 

Kaisod of bloodshed Christ-abhoiTod. 

Say : ‘ ’Twas thus in llis decrees 
Who liimself, the Prince of Pt^aco, 

For Ills luirvest’s high increase 
Sent a sword ! ” 

The thought here — though not in any degree the 
form of diction — is obviously allied to that of the Yme^ 
which Wordsworth wrote about the very same Battle of 
Waterloo: 

** We bow our heads before Thee, and wo laud 
And magnify Thy name, Almighty Goil ! 
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But thy most dreaded instrument 
In working out a pure intent 
Is man arrayed for mutual slaughter : 
Yea, Carnage is thy daughter.” 


« 1864. 

A letter written by Rossetti on Srd January in lliis 
year shows that T//r Hunlrtf of y'niere/t had boon eoin- 
posed at some earlier time; the poem may, I think, date 
back as far as 1851, or at any rate 1852. The letter 
says that James Ilannay wanted to j^'et the Nin' ft for 
a proposed journal named T/te Pen, Rossetti was 
minded to assent. I am afraid that the name of James 
Ilannay may be little familiar to the {)resent /generation 
of readers. He was a briglit and cherished ll^ure in the 
literary Bohemia of those days; my brother and I had 
known him since J850 or earlier. Ilannay was in 
early youth a naval ofHcer ; but, while still (piite younjij^, 
he took to authorship, and published various sketcdies 
and novels connected with sea-life — HivttifM attd (frof/, 
Hinfjh'tou Fontenot/ y F/mtace Conj/erSy &c. He was busy 
with revievvinfj^, comic writing, and journalism ; a fluent, 
witty, and telling speaker in ^nivatii and in public, 
taking with p^reat 7x*st, as the years lapsed, to whatso- 
ever savoured of hi^h Toryism, whether in politics, or in 
the minor matters of ^enealo^y and heraldry ; a man 
of attaching qualities of head and heart, with much 
geniality, and joviality more than enough. Ultimately 
lie obtained an appointment as British Consul in Bar- 
celona j and there he died in middle age, very suddenly, 
in 1873. Whether Hannay^s projected journal T/ie Fen 
came out I cannot now say ; at any rate. The Barden of 
Nineveh was neyer printed in it, but was first published 
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in 1856 in Tke Oxford and Cambridge Magazine^ in the 
opening days of my brother’s intimacy with Edward 
Burne Jones and William Morris, 

In the same letter which mentions this matter of 
The Burden of Nineveh and Hannay my brother ob- 
served that some while ago he had consigned the ballad 
of Sister Helen to Mrs, Howitt, for an English edition 
of a German something or other, which will be coming 
out now/*’ This German publication was named The 
Bilsseldorf Annual, The ballad appeared in it, with- 
out the author’s name, but only with the initials 
H. H. H.” attached. 

Prom an early date in my brother’s acquaintance 
with Mr. Ruskin, the latter was apprised of Rossett/s 
performances in writing, as well as in painting. I find 
a letter from Ruskin, dated 5th J une, saying that he 
had been looking at some of the translations from the 
old Italian poets. There is also another letter from the 
same correspondent, observing that he likes the trans- 
lation” — probably that of the Vita Nova, A third 
letter says that he has told Miss Siddal how much he 
likes The Witch” — a term which can apparently only 
mean Sister Helena 


1866 

gives evidence of another reader of the poems translated 
from the Italian — Mr. Coventry Patmore, of whom 
Rossetti had seen a good deal from the year 1849 
onwards, Rossetti was in early youth, and prior to 
personal acquaintanceship, an ardent admirer of Mr. 
Patmore’s poetry ; the admiration continued when they 
knew one another, and was combined with reciprocal 
regard and good-will. Gradually they ceased to meet, 
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but without any estrangement, or any motive for such, 
on either side. 

As I have already obsefved, The Burden of Nineveh 
was published in The Oxford and Cainhridffe Magazine 
in ] 856 ; no author’s name was giveiv Mr. Ruskin 
read it there, and wrote to Rossetti that he admired it 
greatly, and would like to know who was the author — 
a rather curious instance of praise unconsciously ad- 
dressed to the right recipient. 

A letter from Rossetti to Madox Brown, dated 6th 
September, indicates his authorship of an article o hich 
might now count as a literary curiosity in its small way. 
I hiive no recollection of it, arid cannot aver that I ever 
saw it. In the letter in (jnestion he says : The article 
is to be written to-day, chiefly about the Liverpool 
pictures, and will no doubt be published in a day or 
two.’’ This phrase, it is true, does not show that the 
article referred to was the writing of Rossetti himself ; 
but there is another letter of several years afterwards, 
perhaps 1875, which says: The Elliot and Chronicle 
question it the Chronicle ?) — I now remember almost 
certainly that I did write the article, and Elliot only 
fathered it.” Putting these two ■statements together, I 
understand that Mr. Elliot, a journalist who was on 
amicable terms with Madox Brown and Rossetti, allowed 
the latter to contribute to his newspaper (without raising 
any overt question of actual authorship, which thus 
passed as being Elliot’s) an article about certain pictures, 
all or most of them by Brown, including especially 
some work or works then on exhibition in the 
gallery of the Liverpool Academy. This Academy was 
in those days exceptionally noted — and in some quarters 
highly unpopular — for upholding the pictures of the so- 
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called Prseraphiielite school : the Liveq)Ool Academy 
awarded an annual prize, and on more than one occasion 
gave it to Mr. Madox Brown — in one instance (1850) 
for the picture of Christ washimj PHcr’s Feety and in 
another for the Chancer reading^ the Legend of Cnstance 
to the Court of Edward lil. My brother's reminiscence 
as to The Morning Chronicle appears to me to be fal- 
lacious j if I am not mistaken, the paper with which 
Mr. Elliot was connected was The Dailg News, If a 
file of that journal for September 1856 were searched, 
the article thus referred to might probably be traced. 

1867. 

In or about this year Rossetti wrote another little 
article about Madox Brown — the brief biographical 
notice wliich appears in Men of the Time ; a notice which 
has been added to by some other hand at a later dattj, 
and which may or may not, in otlier respects, stand 
strictly as written by Rossetti. 

I869. 

A letter from Mr. Ruskin may perhaps belong to 
this year. He says that Rossetti’s translations from the 
early Italians had been well criticized by Mr. William 
Allingham, the poet; also that Mr. Ruskin himself 
would have been more severe than Mr. Allingham, and 
he recommends some excisions. Mr. Allingham, known 
to Rossetti through Mr. Patmore, was another of the 
poetical writers with whom my brother maintained a 
considemble degree of intimacy for many years ; what 
may have been the nature of his criticisms does not 
appear. 
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1861 

The translations just mentioned, executed so many 
years before, were now actually proj^-ressiu^ towards 
publication. Want of the means in ready money was 
the only cogent retuson why they had not been published 
long before, for neither press of professional and other 
occupations, though no doubt substantial enough, nor 
any notion of producing etchings for the work, would 
have been allowed to stand much in the way, if only — 
in default of a publislier willing to undertake t1v‘ iisk — 
the money had been forthcoming on Rossetti ^s part. 
There is a letter from ^Tr. Patmore, written presumably 
in 1801, giving some advice as to the publication of the 
book, and saying that ho had inspected a proof-sheet of 
it. The firm of Macmillan was at that time proposcal 
as publishers, but this project was set aside in the si)ring 
of the year, and Messrs. Smith & J^ldtu* undertook to 
act. No doubt this latter firm was selected principally 
on the ground of being RuskiiPs j)ublishers. A letter 
from Iluskin states that the publication would soon 
bo settled; adding that Smith & tdder, if they were 
to pay £50 for the book, would* be likcdy to make an 
edition of a thousand copies. As to this matter of 
payment, it appears that my brother received neither 
£50 nor any other lump payment for his MS., but 
was offered some contingent advantages which, in course 
of time, became a realized fact on a very small scale. 

The volume, T/fe Earltj Italian Poets, was published 
in the course of this yCtar — the only year which its 
author both began and ended as a married man. It 
must have been j)rinted some while before the arrange- 
ments foj* publication were completed. On 18th 
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January, while the work was passing through the press, 
my brother asked me to collate his version of the Fit a 
Nova with the original, and to amend any inaccuracies 
and mannerisms ; also to insert (what he himself had as 
yet omitted) a translation of those rather minute and 
formal analyses supplied by Dante of the various poems 
which form part of the Vita Nova. On 25th January 
he was enabled to thank me for the completion of this 
small labour of love, including a few foot-notes which I 
had inserted ; and he thanked also our mother for the 
help, by way of comparison and advice, which she had 
rendered (for she knew Italian with more verbal and 
grammatical precision than either of her sons) . lie then 
expressed the intention of writing a short essay to pre- 
cede the Dante section of his book ; an intention which 
was approximately, rather than literally, realized. When 
the book actually appeared, both Ruskinand Patmore ex- 
pressed themselves by letter as being delighted with 
it. In fact, the volume was generally very well received 
— so far as a book of translated poems has in this country 
a chance of welcome and encomium — and gave Rossetti 
a sufficiently solid position as a scholar in his own line 
of study, and a poet as well, for it was recognized that 
none save a poet in his own right could have made such 
a transfer of poetry from one language into another. 

It may have been towards the same time that Ros- 
setti handed-in to Ruskin some of his original poems, 
with a view to getting the potent aid of that gentle- 
man in offering a few to Thackeray, the original 
editor of the Conihill Magazine, To the best of my 
recollection, my brother did not know Thackeray other- 
wise than by sight ; he may have seen him two or 
three times in Little Holland House^ the hospitable and 
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much-frequented home of the Prinsep family. One of 
the poems produced to Ruskin was the first ver- 

sion of which had been written many years before — at 
least as early, I should say, as 1850,* Mr. Ruskin 
did not much approve of Jeauj/, lie sent a letter 
criticizing the poem, one of his objections being that 
Jenny is not a true rhyme to guinea, as in the 
opening couplet. This I regard as the stricture 
of a Scotchman. He expressed himself indisposed to 
offer this composition to Thackeray, but was willing to 
make tender of the lyric named hove-s Noctimi. a com- 
paratively recent performance, or of T/tc PoHraity still 
earlier than Jenny. It seems reasonable to surmise 
that one or other of these poems was offered accordingly 
to the Cornkill Mujazhie through its pre-eminent 
editor ; certain it is that, if offered, neither poem was 
accepted, for neither of the ])roductions, nor anything 
else from Rossetti’s i)en, appeared in that magazine. 
As is pretty well known, my brother contemplated, at 
the date when The Early llalian Poets was issuejd, the 
early publication of a volume of original verse, to be 
entitled Dante at Verona and other Poems. It was 
probably with a view to ])aving» the way for his in- 
tended volume that Rossetti sought admission into the 
Cornhill Magazine. But with the death of his wife 
in February 1802 died out for the time all his pro- 
jects of poetic publicity or distinction, I will not 
here go through any details of the story, so often 


• In hia article of 1871, The Siealthtj School of (Jritiviem^ Koaaotti 

spoke of Jenny as having been written ** some thirteen yofirs before,*' 
or about 1858. This must bo true of the poem as a completed whole ; 
but I am sure the beginning or first draft of it g^KJs bock to some 
years earlier^ 
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repeated^ of how Hossetti consigned to his wlfe^s coffin 
and grave the poems composed with ardour and ambition 
during a somewhat long sequence of years, and collected 
together in the hope of early publication, not unmixed 
with confident foreshadowings of fame. ^.From that day, 
for some two or three years ensuing, he relinquished not 
only Ills hopes founded upon poems already written, 
but also the habit of poetic production. The impetus 
or impulse, the core of poetic thought, remained (we 
may well conceive) much the same as it had been before ; 
and it is curipus to reflect how many ideas may from 
time to time have passed through his mind, furnishing 
the.potential groundwork of poems to which his settled 
resolve denied any concrete form. 

1866 . 

A letter of March in this year refers to the work 
contributed by my brother (late in 1862 and early in 
1863) to the />(/^ o/ Williani Blake by Alexander 
Gilchrist, consisting of a final chapter upon Blake^s 
position in art, of an account of his Inventions to Ike 
Boole of Joby and of the critical editing of his works in 
yerse and prose. The writer of this letter was Mr. 
Charles Eliot Norton, a name now familiar in connec- 
tion with Carlyle^s biography. To Rossetti he was 
known as a cultivated American man of letters, deeply 
versed in Dantesque study. Rossetti had met Mr. 
Norton more than once, and entertained a sincere 
fiHcndly regard for him. 

1867 . 

The first record which I find of. verses written by 
Rossetti since tlie death of his wife occurs in this year. 
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A letter from our mother, dated in July, mentions that 
she had then received the lines — they are but ei^ht in 
all — composed by my brother in illustration of his 
design and projected picture named 
I do not say tliat these were actually tlie very first 
verses which Rossetti had written siue(‘ the date ol* his 
wdowerhood; probably enough not. 

1868 . 

A letter from a painter-friend, Mr. James Smetham, 
refers to three sonnets by Rossetti which were pnbh.-.hed 
in a pamphlet-review, on the Royal Academy R.v- 

InhUioiiy 1868, the work of Mr. Swinburne and myiell*. 
The three sonnets were those entitled Lady LUith (now 
Body* a Beauty), Sibylla Balmifera [yam Son Rs Rcaafy), 
and Venus Verticordia. I name tliese sonnets in or(U*r 
as they stand printed in the pamphlet : the pi(dures to 
which they apply may be assig-ned respectively to the 
years 1864, 1866, and 1861, or thereabouts. It is 
more than likely that each sonnet was writbui nearly 
at the same time when each picture was painted. In 
that ease R(jssetti must have resumed the jiractice of 
verse towards 1865 ; and by 1868 'he was so far willing 
to a[)pear in print in the character of a poet as to allow 
these three sonnets to be published, at Mr. Swinburne^s 
instance, in the pamphlet in question. Mr. Smetham, 
to whose letter I referred above, is, 1 think, still living, 
but has long been withdrawn from the exercise of his 
profession as a painter. He was first encountered by 
my brother, I believe, as a pupil, already of mature age, 
in the drawing-class of the Working College, 

where Rossetti — prompted thereto more or less by 
Ruskin — a^ted for some while as a gratuitous art- 
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instructor; tlie practice may have begun towards 1857 
and may have continued some three years or so. Mr, 
Smetham was esteemed by my brother not only as an 
artist of high aims and fine invention, but also as a man 
of deep religious convictions^ which swayed and fashioned 
the entire course of his life. He was' a thoughtful and 
capable writer as well, as proved inte7' alia by ^is review- 
article on William Blake (reprinted in the second edition 
of Gilchrist’s Life of the painter), and more recently 
by some extracts from his correspondence which ap- 
peared in The Century-Guild llobhy-hor^e. 

1869 . 

Rossetti was now rapidly tending towards the natural 
outcome of the whole affair — that of printing a volume 
of his original poems. On 1st March he sent to our 
mother various sonnets, which he described as a lively 
band of T)ogies,’^ with other grotesque expressions to 
correspond — i.e. (as one may understand the phrase), 
sonnets embodying painful thoughts, or fertile of 
grievous reminiscences. I presume that these were 
most probably the sonnets which he had then just 
printed in the Foriniyhtlt/ Review y including the series 
of four named JLillow-ivood, Mr. Browning, writing 
to him about the same time, referred to this con- 
tribution. 

In May Messrs. Smith & Elder sent him an account 
relating to the volume The Early Italian Poets , extend- 
ing up to the close of 1868. This account shows 593 
copies sold, and 61 still on hand. The money realized 
was £108 11s. 8d., out of which a sum of £100 had 
been placed to Mr. Ruskin^s credit, while tte balance, 
£8 11s. 8d., was due to Rossetti himself.^ A large 
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proportion of copies, lio fewer than 0;}, had boon 
presented to reviews and to private friends. The 
reference to Mr. jRiiskin is not further delined : the 
natural assumption is that that gentleman had, witli 
his wonted liberality, undertaken the expense of tl\e 
printing up to a limit of £100, with tlie proviso that 
he was to jbe reimbursed out of the sale. 

While the volume of IVie IJarfj/ Ualiart. Putins was 
waning, the project of the original ])oems was waxing, 
and by the middle of August it had readied the stage 
of au estimate, furnished by Mr. Strangeways, I'or 
the cost of printing such a volume. Prooh were 
obtained accordingly : the notion being in tlie first 
instance that of printing some old and some new 
poems for private eireulation, and for service in a 
possible future published volume. My brother spent 
a considerable portion of this summer iii the cornjiany 
of his old friend the painter and poet Mr. William Pell 
Scott, at Penkill Castle, near Girvan, Ayrshire, the 
seat of a liuly of exceptional gifts of mind and cha- 
racter, Miss Boyd, to whom he was indebted, on more 
than one occasion, for salient evidences of amicable 
regard. On 21st August, writinj^ from Penkill Castle, 
he sent .jnc the proofs — sudi as they then stood — * 
of his poems, asking me to correct anything in them 
which might be obviously wrong, and to notify any 
points to which I might demur. The proofs included 
a very early composition named To Mary in Slimmer ; 
the three sonnets entitled The Choice; and anoilier 
called The Bulljinch (afterwards Beauty and the Bird), 
All these Rossetti proposed to cut out : the only one, 
however, which remains finally unpublished is To Mary 
in Snmmer.^ As to inserting Ave (which some of my 
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readers will remember as a semi-devotional address to 
the Madonna^ embodying in verse conceptions not un- 
like those of the early masters in painting) he had 
hesitated, on the ground that it might lead — and in 
fact it has in some instances led — to definite miscon- 
ceptions regarding his ideas about Christian faith and 
dogma : he had, however, eventually decided to retain 
the poem — and few perhaps will contest that he did 
well in coming to this decision. He expressed an 
inclination to include the sonnet named Nuptial Sleep 
(or, as originally entitled, Placaid Venere), an item 
in the series The ILmse of Life : an inclination which 
was carried into effect with a result the reverse of 
fortunate j as the sonnet, when published, gave rise 
to severe strictures, on the justice of which I will 
not here offer any comment, and was ultimately with- 
drawn when the House of Life reached its completed 
form in 1881. My own opinion had been expressed 
in August in favour of retaining the sonnet in 
print, so long as the collection remained unpublished : 
I afterwards, and no doubt unwisely, withdrew this 
qualifying clause. My brother had cancelled (though 
it was printed in the proofs) another sonnet termed 
On the French Liberation of Italy ; as this also, though 
alien in subject-matter from any possible question of 
sexual morals, dealt with its theme under a physical 
metaphor open to exception. Another item which was 
printed in the same form for private circulation was 
the prose tale Hand and Soul (originally published in 
The Germ) : it was excluded from the volume, as ulti- 
mately issued in 1870. This is the printed Hand and 
Soul of which a moderate number of copies have got 
into circulation, and into booksellers’ catalogues, since 
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Rossetti^s death. One rather sanfyuine bookseller priced 
it at £6 6s. ; whether he obtained his price is a question 
which I cannot determine, but as to which I should 
remain sceptical in default of definite assurance. 

The interchanf^e of letters between my brother and 
myself, as to the details of the privately-printed poems, 
went on at this time rather actively. On 20th Aup^ust 
he wrote discussing* the metre of his Italian song La 
bella donna (in the Last Coit/ession) ; to some laxities 
in which, as contrary to the scheme of Italian rh\thm, 
I had started an objection. Soon afterwards he decided 
to cut out this song altogether ; but then again 
relented, and retained it. lie proposed to omit a lyric 
named J So)i^ a^ul Music; referred to his having 
added an opening stanza to Sister Helen, for clear- 
ness^ sake ; and expressed the opinion that, as Mr. 
Buxton Forman had recently, in an article in Tinsle fs 
Magazine, made mention of the early poem My Sister* s 
Sleep, it would become a practical necessity to include 
this composition in the series, although contrary to my 
brother's personal preference. Another very early poem 
was T/ie Card-dealer ; which he r^odified, and inserted. 
On 14th September he apprised me that he had been 
sending to the printer seven new sonnets — including 
those on his own designs of Cassandra, The Passover in 
the Holy FamMy, and Mary Magdalene at the Door of 
Simon the Pharisee. He had also begun two new 
poems of greater length ; one of them being The 
Orchard-pit (of which he had then done little beyond 
a prose synopsis, and indeed it never proceeded much 
further), and the other being probably The Stream* s 
Secret* Next day he expressed a doubt as to inserting 
the brace of sonnets on Ingreses picture of Ruggiero and 
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Angelica; finally it found grace in his eyes. By 
21st September Rossetti had again written some more 
verse, including the ballad of Troy Town: my best 
thing, I think,^^ was his comment upon this — but it 
does not follow that, when the glow of recent com- 
position had faded, he would have re-affirmed the 
same opinion. Other works of this period, which 
received the praise of Mr. Scott, were Eden Bower 
and the sonnet on The Glen. 

Although Rossetti had in his hands several of his 
old poems, and was much in the vein for writing new 
ones, still a good number of the verses of past years, 
those wliich would be most needful for a volume taking 
the ordinary published form, remained as yet buried 
with his wife in Highgate Cemetery. He took the 
extreme resolution of having them unburied. This 
is a fact which has been frequently stated ere now ; 
I simply re-state it, and leave all my readers to judge 
for themselves whether the act was laudable, con- 
donable, or otherwise. His object manifestly was the 
desire of poetic fame, and reluctance that his light 
should be permanentjy hid under a bushel : the state 
of his feeling in relation to his deceased wife had no 
less manifestly undergone the calming and assuaging 
influence which comes with the passing of six years and 
upwards. The MSS. were recovered from the coffin, 
and were consigned to Dr. Llewellyn Williams, of No. 

9 Leonard Place, Kennington, to be properly treated 
with disinfectants before further use could be made 
of them. This pi’ocess was going on in the middle 
of the month of October, when Rossetti was either 
still at Penkill Castle, or just returned to London. 
On the 20th of the month the papers w#re handed 
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over to him. Four days before, this he had written 
to me saying that he had always intended to dedicate 
to myself his first volume of poems, and would now 
do so. 

Friends and acquaintances evinced an eager interest 
in the forthcoming volume. Thus Mr. Sidney Colvin 
suggested an order in which the poems miglit be 
printed, differing from that which appears in tlie 
published book. Mr. Thursfield undertook to trace 
back, into its classic sources, the legend about Helenas 
vow to Aphrodite embodied in the poem of / wit, 
and he found it in Pliny, but not in any earlier author; 
Mr. Swinburne thanked Rossetti for some new sheets 
of the volume, and for the tale of Hand and Sanl, 
which by this date (7th December) had been definitely 
severed from the poems. He expressed also a wish 
(which was unfortunately not ratified) that Rossetti 
would take up and complete his other i)rose story of 
remote years, SL >/y//6^v of [ntevcrs-Hioa ; and he referred 
to some new passages in the poem Jeany. 

1870 . 

A letter dated in February fc-om Mr. Patrick Park 
Alexander shows that Messrs, lilackwood had made an 
offer for publishing Rossetti^s Poems. Mr. Alexander 
expressed regret that this offer had not been accepted. 
The publisher selected was (as is well known) Mr. 
F. S. Ellis, then settled as a bookseller in King 
Street, Covent Garden, little concerned in publishing : 
he afterwards published the works of Mr. William 
Morris, and some few others. My brother had, from 
first to last, the utmost reason for satisfaction in 
having come to terms with Mr. Ellis, who acted with 
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consistent liberality and friendly zeal^ and who relieved 
him from all trouble in the matter more onerous than 
that of receiving cheques for author^s royalty on sales, 
at punctual intervals. All my brothers subsequent 
publishing was done with Mr. Ellis and his then 
partners in New Bond Street; the reissue of Tke Early 
Italian Foetn under the title Dante and his Circle ; the 
reissue in 1881, in a modified form, of the Poems of 
1870 ; and the publication, also in 1881, of the Ballads 
and Sonnets, In the letter from Mr. Alexander above 
mentioned another matter is also touched upon : he 
enclosed an old sonnet by Rossetti, speaking of it as 
a vigorous imprecation.^'^ This must, I presume, 
have been the sonnet On a Mnlherry-tree (planted 
by Shakespeare, and felled by the Rev. Mr. Gastrell) : 
it was published in 1881, but not in 1870. 

The volume made its appearance towards the end 
of April. jVIy brother was sufficiently liberal of pre- 
sentation-copies to friends and acquaintances — not 
perhaps to any literary magnates who were not 
personally known to him. I find an acknowledgment 
of a copy from Sir Henry Taylor, whom Rossetti 
knew slightly, and whose stately historical drama of 
Philip van Artevelde had been read and re-read by him 
with fervent admiration at a very youthful age ; 
another from Sir Theodore Martin, who referred to 
the sonnet This is that blessed Mary,^^ which he 
recollected from the date, 1 819, when he had seen 
it printed to illustrate the picture of The Girlhood of 
Mary Virgin, as included in the Free Exhibition at' 
Hyde Park Corner. A letter also came from Mr. 
Frank A. Marshall, whom my brother had known 
some years before, but had not seen recently he asked 
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permission to include A Last Cofifessio)i in a reading 
which he was to give in May in the Hanover Square 
Rooms. Alfred Tennyson, well known to be a reluctant 
and scanty letter-writer, was not wholly silent upon 
this occasion : his epistle, however, aj)peared to Rossetti 
rather shabby — which was a matter of opinion. 

The success of the book was rapid and conspicuous. 
As early as 8rd May Rossetti was able to announce 
that Mr. Ellis had sold the whole of the first issue 
of 1000 copies, with the exception of 200 (these also 
were exhausted towards 20th May or earlier), an.; was 
about to go to press again at once with a second 1 000 ; 
250 of the copies disposed of had been sent to America. 
As Mr. Ellis’s liberal jdan was to pay to the author, 
as soon as an edition or relay was in type, the stipulated 
royalty (one quarter of the published price of 12s, per 
copy), the two issues would have brought in to the 
author £800 in the space of less than a month ; 
another £150 became due by the end of July. Rossetti 
remarked in the same letter that The Karb/ Italian 
Poets, the publication of Messrs. Smith & Elder, was 
then just sold out, and that he would forthwith re- 
print it through Mr. Ellis, were the latter to assent. 
And this scheme was in fact carried out, but only after 
an interval of some three years. The idea was to make 
the edition in two volumes (and it seems that an 
advertisement appeared to this effe(tt), with some 
additional matter. This was abandoned ; the arrange- 
ment of the contents was altered, and the title along 
with that. 

If readers were numerous, review’^ers also were lauda- 
tory. Who that read it can have forgotten the gorgeous 
stream praise in which Mr. Swinburne indulged his 
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generous instincts as critic and as friend ? Another 
critique which Rossetti particularly valued was that con- 
tributed to the Alhenceum by Dr. Westland Marston, a 
very cordial acquaintance of more recent years. None 
of the reviews, however, impressed him more than one 
which appeared in an American paper, the Catholic 
World, He thought that its writer had shown remark- 
able power of penetrating through the printed page into 
the essential and not wholly self-avowed personality of 
the author. Naturally he knew nothing either of the 
Catholic W orld^ or of any person writing, or likely to be 
writing, in its columns. The interest which he felt in 
the article was such as to impel him to make what 
enquiry he could after its author. He addressed him, 
I think, under cover to the editor of the paper, but 
without result. He also consulted a Catholic acquaint- 
ance — the poet Mr. Aubrey de Vere — who replied that 
he thought it possible the critic might be a Mr. Rudd. 
Nothing more definite, I believe, was ever ascertained 
on this point. 

A great literary event, followed by a great European 
event, gave a numbing shock to men^s minds in the 
summer of 1870. On ifth June Charles Dickens died; 
and I recollect that my brother told me soon afterwards 
that the sale of his book seemed to have suffered a 
sudden decline in consequence. In the middle of the 
summer war was declared between France and Germany. 
The Poems hy Dante Gabriel Rossetti ran a bad chance 
when people who were just ceasing to talk about the 
author of Pickwick and David Copperjield had to dis- 
cuss Napoleon Hi. and King William, Moltke and Mac- 
mahon, Gambetta and Bismarck, Empire and Republic. 
Thus, from the early summer, Rossetti and hi^ friends 
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had little more to say about a run o£ purchasers, and a 
succession of re-issues ; and the book had the fate of 
most other books of moderate pretensions to popularity 
— selling now and again with some tolerable degree of 
steadiness, far in the background from general interest 
and sensation. 


1 871 . 

The ballad named Dowit Sfreani (originally The 
River's Record) seems to have been written towards July 
of this year; its local colouring clearly ])oints to kelrn- 
scott. Soon afterwards Rossetti was invited, through 
Mr. Madox Brown, to contribute something to a maga- 
zine which had but a short lease of life — The Dark Hlne, 
He authorized Mr. Brown to send Dov))i Streamy if so 
disposed. This was done, and the poem appeared in 
those pages in October, with the advantage of two 
woodcut illustrations from Brownes hand. Rossetti did 
about the same time a few songs and sonnets ; '' one 
of them was in Italian, being, I suppose, the Barcarola 
which begins Per caritil.^^ This earned a word of 
encomium from Mr. Swinburne. The Cloud Confines 
(a short poem on which my brother not unnaturally laid 
considerable stress) also received Swinburnc^s marked 
approval in the same letter. At Kelmscott likewise, 
towards this date, my brother began his rather long 
narrative poem of Rose Mar?/. Its first part was com- 
pleted by 10th September, and the remainder proceeded 
rapidly, being finished by the 2e‘3rd of the same month. 
The Sunset IFhtf/s, recording the arboreal evolutions of 
a flock of starlings at Kelmscott, was done in August. 
It was published in the Athenceiun in the spring of 1873, 
and he*then remarked in a letter ^^the description is 
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most exact/^ These details suffice to show that Rossetti, 
having brought out his volume, was not a little inspirited 
towards continuous poetic production, which, unless in- 
terrupted by untoward circumstance, might probably 
have proceeded much farther than in fact it did. 

The untoward circumstance, however, was not to be 
wanting. It came in the shape of the article T/ie 
Fleshly School of Poetry ^ written by Mr. Robert Buch- 
anan under the pseudonym of Thomas Maitland, and 
published in the Contemporary Review, To this affair 
of The Fleshly School of Poetry — an affair equally 
trumpery in itself and miserable in its consequences — I 
have made some reference aforetime, in my preface to 
the Collected Works of my brother. Suffice it here to 
say that Rossetti was in the first instance annoyed and 
partly amused — especially amused at the poor figure 
which the Contemporary ^ or its editor, or its contributor, 
or all three, cut in some newspaper correspondence of 
the time, wherein the authorship or pseudonymity of 
the article was shuffled over not a little; but in the 
sequel, when the same article, in an extended form, was 
republished as a pamphlet, he was unfortunately very 
much more annoyed, and not amused at all. On 
the contrary he foolishly and blameably took very 
much to heart this ill-conditioned attack,* with its 
many imputations or implications of low and bad moral 
tone in his writings, and of low and bad moral motives 
conducing to that tone; and, instead of tossing the 
whole thing aside — the article or pamphlet into his 

* It is perfectly true — and I mention it to Mr. Buchanan’s credit — 
that, after an interval of some years, he himself openly proclaimed 
that the attack was unjust and wrongful. If he thought so at that 
rather late date, it is no wonder if I do and always did think the 
same. 
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waste-paper basket, and its author into the lirnbo of 
unquiet spirits, actuated by some incentive or other to- 
wards detraction — he allowed a sense of unfair treat- 
ment, and a suspicion that the slur cast upon himself 
and his writings might bo widely accepted as true, to 
eat into his very vitals, gravely altering Ins tone of mind 
and character, his attitude towards the world, and his 
habits of life. Constant insomnia (beginning towards 
18()7), and its counteraction by reckless drugging with 
chloral, co-operated, no doubt, to the same disastrous 
end; indeed, I find it impossible to say wln'^ser the 
more potent factors in the ease were insomnia and 
chloral which gave morbid virulence to outraged feelings, 
or outraged feelings which ])romoted the persistence of 
insomnia, and the consequent abuse of chloral. All three 
had their share in making my brother a changed man 
from 1872 onwards. I am aware that in stating these 
details (which have indeed been tou(*hcd upon with 
more or less precision by other writers as well as by 
myself) I am exposing him to some censun* for want of 
that masculine scorn or sturdy indifference which is the 
right answer to unmerited disparagement ; but the 
cause of truth would certainly not be served by my 
keeping strict silence either as to the unfairness of the 
attack, or as to the shock which was inflicted by it uj)on 
a nature too proud, too sensitive, and above all perhaps 
too isolated. 

In these remarks I have been anticij)ating somewhat, 
for (as already indicated) the publishing of the article in 
the Contemporary Review (as distinguished from its 
subsequent re-issue as a pamphlet) was received by my 
brother light-heartedly enough. The first reference I 
find to this matter is in a letter which he addressed to 
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me on 17th Qctober, . saying Tihat he — Thomas ^Mait- 
land should tutu out to be Robert Buchanan — would 
write and print a letter in answer to him. I replied 
dissuading, but without effect; and soon afterwards 
Rossetti^s article in the Atltenoeain, named The Stealthy 
School of Criticism, made its appearance. A letter 
from Mr. Swinburne, and another from Mr. J. T. 
Nettleship the painter (author of A Study of Bro^oning), 
advert to this matter. From Mr. Colvin there is a 
letter regarding a ballad of a burlesque kind which 
Rossetti wrote on the Buchanan affair. For this ballad. 
Mr. Colvin tendered his good offices with the Fortnightly 
Review, but he wisely recommended that the effusion 
^fhould not be published at all, and my brother, ac- 
quiescing in this advice, proceeded no further. The 
MS. ballad is in my possession ; but is not likely 
ever to see the light of publication — not, at any rate, 
in my time. A letter from Mr. Ellis the publisher, 
dated 19th December, discloses another Rossettian move 
on the tarnished chessboard of the Fleshly School of 
Poetry — he had written a letter to Mr. Buchanan,’ 
forming a separate pamphlet ; and this pamphlet, accord- 
ing to Mr. Ellises letter, was then in proof. But the 
very next day a note from the junior partner in the 
then firm of Ellis & Green followed the missive of his 
senior. Mr. Green intimated that the pamphlet might 
probably be actionable as a libel, and ne doubt any 
notion of publishing it must then have been ^.finally 
abandoned. I never saw this pamphlet, nor \ think 
any part of the MS. pertaining to it; neither ^did 1 ever 
enquire whether perchance Mr. Ellis or his printer y^t 
owns a copy of it. Were such the case, the pamphlet 
might yet some day prove a literary curiosity highly 
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appetizing to some of thoi^ bibliographic zealots who 
are prompt with cheques for £7 or £10 in exchange 
even for a copy of Itossetti^s boyish, privately printed, 
aud^4nsipul ballad. Sir Hugh the Heron, Whetlier the 
brochure really was a libel 1 have of course no means of 
judging ; nor whether it was more a libel on Mr. Buch- 
anan than the Flesh Ig School of Poetry y its predecessor, 
had been on Rossetti ; nor yet whether, if it was more a 
libel as aforesaid, this was or was not dependent on the 
legal axiom, The greater the truth, the greater the 
Ijbel/^ My reader, wlio now knows as much abi li. the 
pamphlet as I do, may be left to his own conjectures. 

The year closes (30th December) with a business- 
announcement — Mr. Ellis writing to say that he would 
now advertize a sixth edition of the Poems ; this sixth 
edition being, in fact, the second five hundred out of a 
set of a thousand copies which had been printed some 
while previously. This amounts to six editions (but 
probably three or four of tliem were small ones, like this 
last-named) in a space of about twenty months \ not bad 
for poetry, as poetry rules in the market of the second 
half of the nineteenth century in England. 

18 72 . 

Mr. Ellis resumes the correspondence of this year. 
On 24th JaiKiary he sent Rossetti the modest sum of 
£2 16^ 2d., remitted by Messrs. Roberts Brothers 
from Boston as the author^s profit upon the American 
issue of Poems (possibly this sum was only applicable 
to the^alf-year just expired, but I am unable to deter- 
mfhe that point). On 19th March he undertook to re- 
print The Early Italian Poets at his own cost, on the 
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understanding - that any ]trofit, beyond ' expenses re- 
couped^ would be halved between himself and the 
author. 

The alarming illness from which my brother suffered 
in June of this year has been briefly mentioned on page 
78. It was the result of the triple combination which I 
have just been discussing — insomnia, chloral, and the 
Mes/il/ School of Poetrjj in its pamphlet form. The 
immediate cause was undoubtedly the pamphlet, which, 
working upon an excitable brain and overstrung feelings, 
betrayed Rossetti into the belief that he was fast be- 
coming the object of widespread calumny and obloquy, 
not less malignant and insidious than unprovoked and 
undeserved : — unprovoked, for he never intermixed in 
any literary or personal wrangles ; and undeserved, for 
neither his poetry nor his painting was fairly chargeable 
with any sort of ignoble pruriency. As I have already 
said, my brother recruited his health by leaving London 
for the Scottish Highlands, and afterwards he settled 
down for some while at Kelmscott. 

The first record I find of renewed literary work is 
that on 7th November he sent me his Italian sonnet 
on his picture Proserj)ina. 

1873 

begins with a letter from Rossetti (January ^nd) saying 
that Mr., Ellis was then about to republish immediately 
The^ MfffTly Italian Poets, long out of print. ^ My 
^9 attend to the proofs, which I did, 
commejacil^g towards March, and forwarding to him each 
pro6f after revision. He dedicated to our mother this 
reissue, altering its title to Dante and his Circle : the 
^fiiitinal book had been dedicated to his wife. The 
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volume was acttially published in December. At the 
opening of 18?3 Mr. Ellis was also prepared to bring 
out a new ‘Volume of original poetry by Rossetti ; 
but the latter hesitated whether to go to press at once 
with such versa as he had on hand, equal only to some 
150 pages of print, or to wait until more should be 
done. Finally he adhered to the second alternative, and 
eight more years elapsed until, in 1881, he issued both 
the Ballads and Sonnets, and the partly reconstituted 
second form of the Poems of 1870. 

In February he sent to the Fortnightly JR^ etv a 
critical notice of the new poetic volume. Parables and 
Tales, by Dr. Thomas (lordon Hake. It may have been 
towards 1806 that my brother first made the personal 
acquaintance of Dr. Hake. They at onec became fast 
friends, and the doctor gave ample testimonj^ of this 
by his exceeding kindness an<l attimtion to my brother 
throughout the course of his illness in lS7Ji. Though i1 
was only in middle life that Rossetti knew Dr. Hake 
personally, he had, even in boyhood, felt a particular 
interest in some of his writings. There was a strange 
psychological romance published anonymously by Dr. 
Hake in 1840, in a very large and handsome form, with 
startling illustrations by Thomas Landseer. It was 
named V at es, or the Philosophy of Madness — or, in a 
later reissue, Valdarno, a colourless title which my 
brother viewed with regretful antipathy. Fates was 
read and re-read by Rossetti with great delight ; not, I 
suppose, early as in the year of its publicatic^y 1840, 
but more towards 1843 or 1844. After a long interval, 
perhaps about the year 1860, he wrote to ascertain the 
name of the unavowed author, and learned this to be 
Hake: but Dr. Hake, I think, was then abroad, 

L 
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some further years passed l)efore a direct acquaintance 
was possible. At last he presented himself in my 
brother's house in Cheyne Walk, and the intimacy was 
established. In youth my brother had something of 
the same habit which was so marked in Shelley — that of 
writing at a venture to persons whose performances in 
the field of literature or of fine art he admired. I re- 
member that towards 1849 he addressed Leigh Hunt, 
sending some of his own verses, and received a kind 
and encouraging letter in reply ; he wrote to Mr. W. B. 
Scott, as the author of the poem Rosabel I, and thus 
began a lifelong friendship ; to Ford Madox Brown, ex- 
pressing a great admiration of his art, and a hope that 
he might be permitted to obtain some artist ic guidance 
from him — this also led to a friendship, the warmest, 
most intimate, and most continuous, of Rossetti^s life ; to 
Robert Browning, to ask whether he had not rightly 
divined that great poet to be the author of Pauline. 
This may have been as early as 1 848 ; for in and about 
that year my brother was greatly in the habit of haunt- 
ing the reading-room of the British Museum, and there 
perusing any poetic volumes which caught his fancy, 
and which he could n»t readily obtain otherwise. He 
lit upon Pauline ; not only read it through, but copied 
it all out ; recognized some lines which reappeared in 
some of Browning^s acknowledged writings, and per- 
ceived moreover that the whole tone of the poem 
bespoke but one possible authorship ; and he then 
ventured to ask his rather risky question. Mr. Brown- 
ing was pleased to reply, and in the affirmative; and 
this again commenced a friendly intercourse, frank and 
nleasant, continuing through many years, and only cur- 
tailed at last by the exceptionally, and indeed morbidly 
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rocluso habits <»f my brother in the closinj^' period of his 
life. 

A project which was present" to llossetti^s mind 
from tlie beginning of 1873 was that of translating 
and editing the poems of Michelangelo. He got me to 
send -to him at Kelmscott the noble edition of these 
poems by Giiasti, which had then been recently pub- 
lished, and which I possessed. This edition he studied 
to a certain extent ; but press of other occupations, 
combined perhaps with some reluctance and procrastina- 
tion over the beginnings of so serious a task, diverted 
my brother from the project, and I have not found 
among his MSS. any trace of actual translation. The 
skilled and scholarly hand of Mr. Symonds pcu'formed 
not long afterwards the work which Rossetti l(*ft un* 
done ; and probably the English reader now ])Os.-esses 
a more accurate and more comprehensively thought-out 
version of the poems than he could have obtained from 
Rossetti, although I not unnaturally regret that an 
undertaking which from some points of view was so 
peculiarly appropriate for my brother remained un- 
accomplished. 

A very small item of work which he j)erformed in 
March was the revising, at the recpiest of the Editor of 
Maiunler^^ Treaanr/j, of the memoir of our father which 
appears in that publication. In May he wrote a sonnet 
on the Sowing — the cold Spring, not yet warmed 
through,^^ as he expressed it in a letter. 

1874. 

A letter came on 30th January from Dr. Franz 
Hueffer, saying that the Tauchnitz firm offered j 616 to 

L 2 
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Rossetti for the right of including his Poems in their 
renowned series of English reprints. Rossetti accepted 
these terms. The' 'book appeared in that series soon 
afterwards, with a critical preface by Dr. Hueffer — 
one of the ablest notices which the poetic work of 
Rossetti ever received. Dr. Hueffer, who died rather 
suddenly in January 1889, at the comparatively early 
age of forty-three, was a German, born in Munster, who, 
poming over to London towards 1869, soon made ac- 
quaintance with Madox Brown, with Rossetti, and with 
various members of the same artistic and literary circle. 
He became a close family-connection of mine in 1874, 
when I married the half-sister of the lady, a daughter 
of Madox Brown, whom Huclfer himself had wedded 
in 187Ji. Excluding from consideration a few men of 
powerful creative genius, I have known no person of 
more brilliant talents or of wider and more solid cultiva- 
tion than Hueffer : his range extended to philosophy, 
linguistics, literature, and music. He became the 
pioneer in England of the enthusiasm for the once much- 
belaboured Wagner, and for several years preceding his 
death he exerted, as musical critic of the Times, a power- 
ful influence over musical taste and enterprise not only 
in England but throughout the civilized world. In 
literature he was a man of rapid appreciation, and of 
csatholic taste-^which tended, however, with advancing 
years^ to adhere more and more firmly to those great 
monuments of the past which form the standard of 
achievement. Soon after settling in England, where ho 
acquired an early and exceptional mastery of the lan- 
guage, Hueffer anglicized himself as much as possible, 
and w^ eventually naturalized as a British subject ; 
and it may truly be said that England has now lost, in 
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the German son of her adoption, one of the most forcible 
and luminous of her critical minds. 

The letter from Dr. Ilueffer to which I have al- 
ready referred made mention of another subject besides 
that of the proposed Tauchnitz edition. lie spoke of 
the translation which Rossetti had made in early youth 
— towards 1847 — from the poem, ])er Anue Heinrich^ 
by the ancient German poet Hartmann von der Aue^ 
Rossetti, as Hueffer reminded him, had recently thon^Kl 
of publishing the translation, alon^ with an introduc- 
tion to be written by his German friend. This hinf, 
however, led to' no practical result ; and the Iranslatfen 
from D(U' ArHh‘ Hc'ninch remained unpublished until I 
included it, in 1886, in my brother’s ColUcied Workn. 

In February Rossetti stmt to our mother the sonnet 
on Winiery then lately written. Soon afterwards the 
sonnet on Proserpi^a^ in its Italian form, was discussed 
with our sister Maria. She ag*reed with tlie author in 
preferring the Italian to the English version. 

In October, in consequence of my having compiled 
and prefaced the Aldine Edition of the Poems of Wil- 
liam Blake, s<nnc reference appeared in print to the 
manner in which those ))oems of his which were included 
in Gilchrist’s Life of Blake in 1863 had been edited — 
the writer attributing to myself, as well as to my 
brother, the rather liberal latitude of editorial revision 
and adjustment by which the treatment of the Verses 
had been marked. My brother, in writing to me on the 
subject, justly took upon himself the sole responsibility 
for what had in that instance been done ; and he added 
— and here again I could not but concur with him — that 
he would not now, if the work were before him to 
be done, ipake so many alterations. 
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The death of Oliver Madox Brown^ at the age of 
nineteen^ took place on l^ovember 5th 1874. Rossetti, 
who had now resettled in London after a long sojourn 
at Kelmscott, was among the most earnest believers in 
the genius of which this extraordinary youth had given 
evidence both in painting and in literature. He wrote 
a sonnet expressing his sense of the calamity ; and pro- 
’^sed to me (12th November) to publish it, with the 
consent of the bereaved father, in the Afhenmim. This 
, ^as done without delay. 

In the last month of the year Rossetti was proposing 
feo write for the Vorinighihj Review a critique on a 
recent volume of poems. New Hfjuifjohy by his friend Dr. 
Hake. For some reason which I do not now remember 
this project miscarried. 


1877 . 

In January of this year two references occur to 
musical settings of some of Rossetti^s poems. Mr. 
Moncure D. Conway wrote that he had been hearing 
Mr. Dannreuther^s mijsic to Rossetti^s Auluwji Song — a 
very early performance which was not included in any 
one of the volumes published during its author^s life- 
time. Mrs. Florence Marshall addressed Rossetti, ob- 
serving that, about six years before, he had authorized 
her to publish music to his lyric, A Little While ; and 
she wished now to do the same for A New Yea As Burden 
— Messrs. Novello being the publishers. 

The sonnet Astarte Sgriaca is referred to in a letter 
d 23rd March from Mrs. Fry, wife of the gentle- 
man who had purchased the picture which the sonnet 
illustrates. 
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Mr. Niles, representing the American piiblisliing 
firm of Roberts Brothers, wrote to Rossetti in February, 
saying that the American edition of the Poems had 
then long been out of print, and the firm were now 
selling imported copies of the English edition. He 
expected soon to print a new American issue of ti^i 
work. 

Probably the first poem by Rossetti which appeared 
in a foreign translation was the IjosI ConfessioK, liir 
July Signor Luigi Gamberale sent over from Italy ^ 
the author his Italian version of th(‘ poem in (juestion, 
entitled I L'Huhu Gro//Xv.s*/cy/c. It will (*asily be 
understood that this composition, which embodies a 
story partly (though only subordinahdy) related to the 
Italian revolutionary movements which preeed(*d the 
attainment of national unity, appealed with especial 
force to an Italian heart and imagination. Anothtu* 
book was issued by Gamberale in LSSl, also inclu- 
ding some translations from Rossetti — Poeti Tnglesi e 
Tedeschi : Join;/ is one of the poems here translated. 

Two letters of the later pail} of the year refer to 
some minor writings by Rossetti, of a dat(i not then 
recent. One is from Mr. Richard Hearne Shepherd, 
who said that his pamphlet upon Ebenezer Jones, the 
author of Studies of Sensation and Events had been 
mainly suggested by a little notice of this poet which 
my brother had published in Notes and Queries in 
February 1870. The other letter is from Mrs. Heaton 
(the biographer of Albert Durer), who asked permissi^in 
to reprint, in a memoir of Maclise, Rossetti^s description, 
printed i^i the Acadewg in April 1871, of the series of 
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portraits which Maclise had of old contributed to 
Fraser^s Magazine, She also proposed to quote Ros- 
setti^s ‘^eloquent words concerning the great works of 
Maclise in the Houses of Parliament^ the Waterloo 
and Trafalgar, 

Mr. Turner, the purchaser of my brother’s painting 
A Vision of Fiammctia, wrote on 5th October, referring 
to the sonnet illustrating that work which had on the 
same day been published in the Athenmim, Nearly 
at the same time, 16th October, Mr. Philip Bourke 
Marston, the blind poet, acknowledged the receipt of 
the sonnet addressed to himself — 

“ Sweet poet, thou of whom these years that roll.” 

A letter from Mr. Theodore Watts must also, 1 suppose, 
belong to this same year, 1878; which was the year 
when, as a sequel of the Berlin Conference, England 
came into administrative possession of the Isle of 
Cyprus. Mr. Watts wrote that he had sent to the 
Alhencenm some lines by Rossetti, presumably a sonnet, 
regarding Cyprus, but had afterwards withdrawn them, 
upon finding that the l^all Mall Gazette contained some 
other lines on the like subject. I know nothing further 
of Rossetti’s composition, which has never seen the light 
of publication. Perhaps neither Mr. Watts, nor even- 
tually the author himself, deemed it a success. It can- 
not, I think, have been a very genuine inspiration for 
neither the fact that England was to relieve the un- 
speakable Turk^’ from mal-administering Cyprus, nor 

prestige hence accruing to Lord Beaconsfield, was 
an event much in his groove, 
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1879 . 

In January Mr. David Main, the Glasgow book- 
seller, who shortly afterwards brought out a well-selected 
volume of sonnets (the first-fruits of a veritable sonnet- 
mania, which has erupted in a number of subsequent 
volumes), wrote to my brother, asking leave to include 
in his compilation two specimens from the Foems of 
1870 — Broken Music and Lost Days, Various letters 
were afterwards interchanged between Main and Ros- 
setti, who expressed his assent. In June Mr. Eatoe 
Faning sought permission for setting to music the 
lyric A New YeaFs Burden — the same composition 
which had been previously named for a like purpose 
by Mrs. Marshall ; and a similar request came from 
Mr. T. Anderton in December of the ensuing year. 

18 80 . 

Rossetti^s sonnet on The Sonnet, which now forms 
a proem to The House of Life, must have been written 
early in this year. Mr. Hall Caine, with whom he was 
then carrying on a very active ^correspondence, princi- 
pally on literary matters, acknowledged on 24th February 
the receipt of the MS. Soon afterwards some alterna- 
tive endings were discussed with our sister Christina ; 
prior to the presentation (as mentioned on p. Ill) of 
this sonnet, with its decorative adjuncts, as a birthday- 
present to our mother. It was inserted in front of 
a copy of Mr. Main’s sonnet-book. In another of 
his numerous letters (March) Mr. Caine refers to a 
statement, recently made by Rossetti, that he had 
been writing iome additions to the ballad of Sister 
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Helen, and a ^iinet on Keats — the same which appears 
printed in the Ballads and Sonnets of 1881. 

The historical ballad of The . White Ship was com- 
posed mainly, if not wholly, in 1880 ; it was in progress 
during the April of that year. My brother sent the MS. 
to Madox Brown, then living in Manchester ; observing 
that every point in his treatment of the subject, even 
down to the incident of the fair boy dressed in black 
who is put forward by the panic-stricken courtiers 
to announce to King Henry I. the terrible news of his 
son’s death, was derived from the ancient chroniclers. 
Mr. Brown, who in his youth had known something of 
naval matters, replied, making various remarks bearing 
upon the pliraseology of the ballad in this respect, and 
in others as well. Kossetti thanked him for his most 
valuable nautical hints,^^ and undertook to adopt some 
of them. Undoubtedly he recpiired a little guidance of 
that sort in any point approaching even distantly to the 
technique of sea-craft; being one of those men to whom 
such words as sea, ship, and boat, are generic terms, 
admitting of little speciKc, and still less of any individual 
and detailed, distinction. 

Another work winch occupied my brother in the 
Spring of 1880 was that of writing, for the new edition 
brought out in that year, some additions to what he 
had done many years before for the Life of B lake by 
Gilchrist. The added matter was chiefly confined to 
some observations upon certain of the more grotesque 
aspects of the prophetic book,^’ Jerusalem : but besides 
this my brother entered freely into communication with 
Mrs. Gilchrist upon various subsidiary points — illustra- 
tions, Blake^s letters, &c. The sonnet on Blake and 
the one on Chattertow were both written towards May ; 
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that on Coleridge towards J uly ; and near the close of 
the year Pride of Youth, which finds a place in The 
House of Life, 

1881. 

Two other sonnets claim mention here — both written 
probably in January. One is that named Tiber, Nile, 
and Thames — whicli again refers to Chatterton and 
Coleridge, and also to Keats ; tlie other is HichelangeW s 
Kiss, inset'ted in The Home (f Life. My brother sent 
them both to our sister Christina, aeeompanie<l by thr 
ominous words, With me, sonnets mean insomnia/’ 
The long ballad-poem of The King's Tragedg was in 
progress towards the same time, and may have been 
finished before Spring had faii'ly begun. He was at 
much pains (but not with definite success) to ascertain 
on what authority the name Barlass had been applied 
to Catharine Douglas, the supposed narrator of this 
story ; and he beat about a good deal for a suitable title 
for the ballad before pitching upon the one which he 
finally selected ; he also projmsed to me, but soon with- 
drew, BeroUVs Storj/, as a substitute for the name of 
The White Ship. Another sonnelb was that upon Czar 
Alexander the Second, slaughtered in Marcli : a copy of 
it was sent to Mr. Caine. I think the trio of sonnets in 
The House of Life, named True Woman, must have been 
written at a yet later date ; in that case they may be 
the last sonnets which my brother produced in ISSl, and 
the last which have appeared in type. In writing to 
our mother on 3 5th September he spoke of them as 
written quite lately.’^ 

When the two ballads had been completed, and when 
The Hou^ of Life had been compiled into the shape 
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which it now bears, Rossetti made up his mind to defer 
no longer the publication of a second volume : the one 
which bears the title of Ballads and Sonnets. The 
entire MS. for the book appears to have been consigned 
to tl}e printer before the end of March. The volume 
of 1870, Poems, had now for a considerable while been 
out of print. One portion of its contents — i.e,, those 
sonnets which had been printed in it as a part of the 
then uncompleted House of Life — was transferred to the 
Ballads and Sonnets. Rossetti thought the present a 
convenient opportunity for reissuing the Poems, slightly 
modified : so he filled up — j)rincipally by inserting the 
early and unfinished narrative poem named The Bride^s 
Prelude — the gap left in that volume by the removal of 
the sonnets in question ; and he set the printer to work 
upon a reprint, thus modified, of the Poems, as well 
as upon the new volume, Ballads and Sonnets. His 
attending to this matter in 1881 turned out to be a 
fortunate circumstance, for Destiny had determined that 
he should hardly survive the close of that year. The 
publishing firm of Ellis & White renewed, for the 
Ballads and Sonnets, the same liberal terms >vhich had 
been settled for the Poems of 1870 : the au thorns royalty 
of 25 per cent, was to be paid down in full as soon as the 
volume should be published. For the reissued Poems 
the teitois were slightly altered : payment of a like 
royalty half-yearly, according to the number of copies 
aold. By the middle of May my brother notified that 
he would send the proofs of the Ballads and Sonnets 
for me to revise. He himself, in this as in all other 
instances, attended also diligently to the same matter. 

In June Mr. Valpy — ^the gentleman frequently^ men- ’ 
tioned in the first section of this book as a purchi^er 
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of Rossettis pictures and designs — wrote to him that 
he was getting up a catalogue of the paintings in his 
possession by Samuel Palmer ; and asked permission to 
print in that pamphlet some remarks on the paintings 
contained in a letter which Rossetti had written to him : 
this was soon afterwards done. ' ^ 

Both the poetic volumes were published towards the 
middle of September. In October the publishers sent 
Rossetti £150 (reduced by the cost of cancels &c. to 
£136) as the royalty for the first 1000 copies of Ballads 
and Sonnets, This was followed in November by 
another payment of £112 for 750 copies. The total 
number published up to that date had been 2001) ; out 
of these, 250 had been despatched to the j)ublishing 
firm of Messrs. Roberts in America. 

My brother was very desirous of adding, to the two 
historical ballads {TAe White Shi/j and The Kitig^s 
Tragedy) which appear in his volume, a third historical 
ballad on the great subject of Joan of Arc. He had not 
been willing to delay the publication of his book until 
he might find leisure for dealing with this arduous 
theme ; but his mind was seriously bent upon it, as 
prpbably the most important thin^ which he was likely 
henceforth to undertake. A letter from Mr. Shields, 
dated 27th September, relates to this matter. He says 
that a very cultivated lady of his acquaintance, Miss 
Bradford, was then occupied in some researches at the 
British Museum, for which Rossetti had commissioned* 
her, on the subject of Joan of Arc ; and in fact various 
transcripts and abstracts, made by Miss Bradford, were 
in my brother's hands at the date of his death. 

^ The year closes (5th December) with a request from 
Miss C^cile Hartog, readily granted, to be allowed to 
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publish the music which she had composed to the lyric, 
Three Shadows. This lady is the sister of one who 
married the distinguished philologist in Hebrew and 
Old-French, Arsene Darmesteter, brother of Professor 
James Darmesteter, who in 1888 became the husband of 
one of the choicest of our English poetesses, Miss Mary 
Robinson. I dwell upon this association of names with 
peculiar pleasure; as Miss Robinson (numbered among 
my most valued friends of recent years, but not per- 
sonally acquainted with my brother) was almost the 
first writer who, after his death, piiblished a record of 
him — a very sympathetic record, full of delicate intel- 
lectual insight and of womanly charm : it appeared in 
188iJ in the pages of HarpeEs Monihh/ Marjazine. 

1882. 

Tn January another minor ])ayment, £58, came from 
the publishers, being tin* balance due upon tlu' volume 
Foems up to the close of 1881. Messrs. Roberts also 
sent a small sum. They had printed in America lOOU 
copies of the Ballads and Sonnets^ and were then engaged 
in stereotyping the volume Poems in its new form. 

About this time Messrs. Kegan Paul & Co. were 
compiling their book oE Selections from living British 
Poets. They wished to include, as specimens of my 
brother's work, Sister Helen ^ Edea Bower j The Song of 
the Bower, and a sonnet or two. To this my brother — 
who had recently authorized the Rev. Mr. Langridge 
to make some other reprint — entertained no objection. 
The publishers, however, were not unnaturally reluctant 
to assent to so large a contribution. As the volume did 
not actually appear until after my brother's death, and 
as its scope extended only to poets living at the date of 



WlilTTXGS. 


17r» 


publication^ it does not in fact include anytliinp^ by 
Rossetti. 

The two last letters in my store come ap])ropriatcly 
from Mr. Theodore Watts, the friend whose keenness of 
intellectual sympathy, and assiduity of personal friend- 
ship, did so much to console the despondency of his 
closing* years, and to smoothe the unreposeful pillow to 
which at length rest ciime along with death. On 10th 
March my brother was already at Birchington-oii-Sea, 
tended by our mother and our sister Christina, Mr. Hall 
Caine being also in his company. Mr. Watts then 
wrote to say that the publishers were about, to ))rint 
some further copies of the Bi(lln(U (DhI SonHcfa ; and on 
the loth he wrote again, observing that he supj)()sed 
Rossetti was getting on with The Datchman^H Pipe, 
This indicates that Rossetti was still active with mind 
and pen uj) to almost the last twilight of his life; for tlu' 
letter was written only tw(‘nty-four days b(*fore the date* 
of his death, 9th April. 'The DnfehuHuTs Pipe sounds 
not very much like the tith* of a Rossettian poem. Tin? 
fact is however that at a very early j)eriod — perha])s in 
1847, or when he was about nineteen years of age — 
my brother wrote the great majority of a ballad, of a 
grotesque character not unmingled with horror, about a 
smoking Dutchman and the devil, founded upon a pros(‘ 
story which he and I had read some years before in 
a periodical named Tales of Chivalry ; and in his last 
illness he recurred to and completed this ballad. 

Here I close the brief and imperfect record of my 
brother^s work : a record which could not but rekindle 
in my mind many vivid, many tender, and some painful 
memories of olden and of later years. 
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THE HOUSE OF LIFE. 


A PROSE PARAPHRASE. 

I have more -than once been told that the verses 
by my brother which compose (as he termed it) '‘a 
Sonnet-sequence/^ under the aggregate title of The 
House of Life, are very difficult of interpretation. Not 
long ago one of his most intimate friends 2)ut it to me 
pointedly in the phrase ''They cannot be understood/* 
I should like them to be understood ; and, as I appear to 
myself to understand the great majority of their bulk 
and contents, I have thought it not inconsistent with re- 
spect to my brother's memory, and with a desire to extend 
the right estimate of his writings, that I should take it 
upon me to expound their meaning. This I have done 
in' the form of a paraphrase in prose : following at no 
very great distance the actual diction of the sonnets, but 
amplifying here, and interpolating there, and from time 
to time commenting or discussing. The reader who 
goes through my paraphrase will, I think, acquit me of 
any attempt to puff my brother " ; the expressions of 
critical opinion are of the fewest, and, such as they are, 
they scarcely bear any character of direct eulogy. 

The view which I express of the meaning of the 
sonnets must be taken as simply my ow^|||$«w. I hardly 
think that my brother ever explained to me, or debated 
,with me, the meaning of any one of them. He and I 
m2’ 
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were wont to assume that there was between us a certain 
community of perception which would enable me to 
understand what he wrote, either immediately and with- 
out close scrutiny of the details, or at any rate in the 
event of my applying myself seriously to a consideration 
of the written page. Most of the sonnets of T/ie House 
of Life have naturally been familiar to me from an 
early date after they were composed. It is only now, 
however, and with a view to the present paraphrase, that 
I have weighed them minutely, line by line, phrase by 
phrase, and in the sum-total of each composition. This 
I have done with close and deliberate attention, and the 
result is before the reader. As might have been ex- 
pected, I found that several things which I had hitherto 
regarded with vague and inexpress acquiescence, neither* 
analysing nor pausing over them, were in fact charged 
with some particular signilicance, be it valuable or the 
reverse ; and on the whole I now see more clearly than 
I ever did before the purport of the Sonnets, and 
whether that purport is important or unimportant. 

Some while after I had begun this paraphrase I hap- 
pened to be talking about it with Mr. Charles Fairfax 
Murray the painter, who saw a great deal of my brother 
at times, from about 1867 onwards; and I was pleased 
to learn from him that my brother had on one occasion 
expressed a certain inclination to write and publish some 
sort of exposition of The House of Life, But it was 
not at all in his line to set-to actually at such a 
task. No doubt he would never have done so, how- 
ever long he might have lived ; yet the fact that he had 
thought of it, as a thing not wholly foreign to his per- 
sonal and literary liking, has made me view my own 
undertaking with the less mistrust. 



THE HOUSE OF LIFE. m 

I am aware that a prose paraphrase of poetry — and 
especially of poetry abstract in thought and ornate in 
structure, such as is frequent in T/ie nons(* of Life — 
is not only a prose performance, but a prosaic perform- 
ance; unalluring to any reader, distasteful, or even in- 
tolerable and degrading, in the eyes of some readers. I 
know that what I have written in my paraphrase looks 
meagre and jejune ; and that even the very words of 
the sonnets, transcribed verbatim, produce here a dulled 
and crippled effect. But, as I nevt*r expected to view 
my paraphrase with any feeling of self-applause, so \ 
shall not be disconcerted by any censure which may be 
applied to its form or diction : content if some persons 
who are disposed to study Rossetti^s poetry in an earnest 
and confiding spirit find that, after perusing the para- 
phrase, they apprehend the scope and meaning of the 
sonnets, or their literal phras(‘ology, better than they did 
before. 

Besides the charge of obscurity, an ol)jection which 
I have sometimes heard raised against IVie UouHe of 
Life is its want of absolute cohesion ; the series, it 
is averred, does not form one consecutive poem, but 
only so many sonnets of sufficiently diverse subject- 
matter, grouped together. Now this is abundantly true 
as a fact : whether it forms a solid objection either to 
the sonnets regarded as a series, or to the act of 
the author in thus combining them, is a question 
which readers will decide for themselves. The sonnets 
are mostly of the kind which we call occasional ; 
some incident happened, or some emotion was dominant, 
and the author wrote a sonnet regarding it. When 
a good number had been written, they came to form, if 
considered collectively, a sort of record of bis feelings 
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and experiences^ his reading of the problems of life — an 
inscribed tablet of his mind : then, but not before then, 
he began marshalling them together, and entitled them 
The lion fie of Life. This is apparent enough on the 
face of his published books. In the volume named 
Foons of 1870 there was a section termed Sonnets and 
Songs towards a Worh to he entitled The House of Life : 
in his subsequent volume. Ballads and Sonnets^ 1881, 
all the songs were excluded from The House of Life, 
and the series was completed by additional sonnets, as 
we now see the work. It may be true that he included 
in the series one or two compositions* which he would 
not have been disposed to publish at all unless as mem- 
bers of a sequence ; but he certainly never professed, 
nor do I consider that he ever wished his readers to 
assume, that all the items had been ])rimarily planned 
to form one connected and indivisible whole. The first 
])art of the series, named Lore and Change, has clearly 
some considerable amount of interdependence; the second 
part. Change and Fate, is wider and more diversified in 
its range, but it may reasonably be maintained that (to 
put the question at its lowest) the several sonnets gain 
rather than lose in weight of thought and in artistic 
balance by being thus associated. 

There is, I fancy, a prevailing impression that the 
tone of The House of Life is one of constant and little- 
mitigated gloom. I do not perceive this to be exactly 
correct. The tone is almost invariably solemn and 
exalted (terms which I here use not by way of lauda- 
tion but to indicate a fact) : the scale includes melan- 
choly which hardly eludes despair ; but it also includes 

♦ There are some remarks on this point in his article The Stealthy 
School of Criticism j written in 1871, 
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Imppiness rising into raptiuv. I have been at the pains 

0 inspecting the sonnets one by one in relation to this 
question; and I find 41 sonnets the essential tone of 
whicli is happy; 35 the essential tone of which is 
unhappy ; and 2G which, though certainly not un- 
emotional, may be termed neutral in regard to happi- 
ness or unhappiness. These figures make up the total 
number, which (including the proem-sonnet) is 102. 

I am not aware that any (juestion has been raised as 
to the meaning of the title 'I’/ic J/oiisc of Lifi; ; nor did 

1 ever hear any explanation of it from my brother, fie 
was fond of anything related to astrology or horoseopy 
— not indeed that he ever paid the least detailed or 
practical attention to these obsolete s])e('ulation8 ; and I 
uuderstand him to use the term The Home of iife as a 
zodiacal adept uses the term “ the house of Leo.” As 
the sun is said to be “ in the house of Leo,” so (as 
I construe it) Rossetti indicates “ Love, Change, and 
Fate,” as being '' in the House of Tnfe ” ; or, 'in other 
words, a Human Tjife is ruled and pervaded by the 
triple intluence of Love, Change, and Fate. 

Mr. Hall Caine is our authority for saying that 
Rossetti regarded as about the be!?t sonnets of his series 
Nos, 5.5, ()5, S(i, and 101 — HlUl-honi Love, Known in 
Vain, iml J)ai/H, and The One Hope. It would la; rather 
tempting to me to debate this point; but, beyond re- 
marking that the most disputable of the four appears to 
me to be Known in Vain, I forbear doing so. 
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THE HOUSE OP LIFE. 

A Sonnet is a moment’s monument. 

In this introductory sonnet the Poet indicates his 
conception of the quality and fuinjtion of the Sonnet as 
a form of poetic invention and composition. 

A Sonnet is a moments monument — the monu- 
mental record of some brief moment of time^ or crucial act 
of thought. It is a memorial, from the eternity of that 
soul which frames it, to one hour dead yet deathless. 
Whether the thought which it embodies partakes of the 
nature of lustral rite or of dire portent, whether it tends 
to worship or to terror, the writer must be heedful of his 
art, heedful of the arduous fulness, the compacted con- 
centration, of the form of art which he thus adopts. 
He must elaborate his sonnet in the spirit of a carver of 
exquisite nicety — a carver who works in ivory or in 
ebony, according as his subject comes of light or of 
darkness, of day or of night. And, as the carving 
might be studded with orient pearl for crest, so must the 
sonnet flower with the uttermost refinement of art, for 
Time to scrutinize and approve. A Sonnet is like a 
coin. The obverse of the sonnet-coin exhibits the soul 
of its maker. Its reverse shows the Power to whose 
service it belongs — as a coin shows the sovereign or 
state that mints it : be this Power Life, with her august 
appeals, or Love, or Death — Death, on whose Stygian 
brink the sonnet-coin pays the toll of the ferryman 
Charon. 
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PART I.— YOUTH AND CHANGE. 

1 — LOVE ENTHRONED. 

I marked all kindred Powers the heart finds fair. 

I marked all those kindred Powers whom the heart 
finds fair: — Truth, with awed lips; Hope, with upcast 
eyes; Fame, whose wings fan the smouldering ashes of 
the past into signal-fires to scare away oblivion ; Youth, 
in the guise of a young man warm from the embrace of 
some woman, one of whose golden hairs still clings in 
his shoulder; and Life, who continues wreathing flowers 
which Death is to wear, lint not among these kindred 
Powers had Love his throne — Love who is a form of 
Deity, or is Deity himself. He, far above all passionate 
wind of welcome and farewell, of the coming and going 
of human existence, sat in breathless bowers — bowers 
unstirred by any breeze — whicli these Powers dream 
not of. Of ’these Truth dreams not though she fore- 
knows Lovers heart, nor Hope though slu? foretells of 
Love, nor Fame though she is desirable for Lovers sake, 
nor Youth though to Love he is dear, nor Life though 
she is sweet to Love. 


2 — BRIDAL BIRTH. 

A« when desire, long darkling, dawns, and first. 

The birth of love in the heart of the Beloved Woman 
is here assimilated to the birth of a human infant ; and 
the symbol is prolonged so as to show that, even as 
Love is born from the human heart, so this same Love 
becomes ultimately the parent of the human souls born 
anew int^ a second and incorporeal life. 
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As when prolonged and obscure desire attains its 
dawning or fruition, and a woman becomes the mother 
of a child, and looks upon him, so my Lady pondered 
and smiled when at length her soul became expressly 
conscious of the Love which it nursed. Like the off- 
spring in the period of gestation, thus had Love lain at 
her heart, quickening in darkness ; till on one memorable 
day a voice cried on him — [the passion of the Poet was 
declared, and found a response] — and then the bonds of 
birth were burst for Love, as it were a newborn infant. 
Time has passed, and now this Love is full-grown. 
Now, in the shadow of his wings, our faces yearn 
together, while the feet of Love range the grove, and 
his warm hands prepare the couch for us. So will it 
continue until at last our souls, divested of their bodies, 
shall in their turn be born anew as the children of this 
same Love, to the music of his song, and Death^s nup- 
tial change shall leave to us as light the halo of his hair 
— [the light which encircles his head shall guide our 
steps across the dark threshold of death] . • 

8 — LOVE^S TESTAMENT, 
c 

( ) thou wlio at love’s hour ecstatically. 

The peculiarity of this sonnet consists in its applica- 
tion of religious or Christian symbols to the passion of 
love. Thus we find in the earlier part of the sonnet the 
terms testament, incense, sanctuary ; and the later part 
of it shadows forth by analogy the descent of Christ into 
hell, and his releasing thence the spirits predestined to 
salvation. 

O thou, my beloved, who at Lovers hour dost 
evermore ecstatically present, unto my heart, thy heart 
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which is Lovers testament, clothed with his fire ; thou 
whom I have neared, and have felt thy breath to be 
the inmost incense of his sanctuary; thou who with- 
out speech hast owned him, and, intent upon his will, 
hast blent thy life with mine, and hast murmured, I 
am thine, thou art one with me : oh how great is from 
thee the grace, to me the prize, and to Love the glory, 
when thou treadest the whole of the deep stair or 
descent down to the dim shoal and weary water of the 
place of sighs, and dost there work deliverance for me, 
as thine eyes draw up iny prisoned spirit to thy soul! 

4 — LOVKSIGllT. 

AVhon do T soo th(‘o boloved oncj ? 

When do I see thee most, beloved one ? Is it when, 
in daylight, the spirits of my eyes * solemnize, before 
thy face which is the altar of their cult, the worship of 
that Love which has been made known to me through 
thee ? Or is it when in the hours of dusk, we two being 
alone, thy glimmering visage, hidden by twilight, is 
lying close-kissed and elorpient of voiceless replies, and 
when my smd oidy sees thy soul (for my eyes cannot 
then see thy bodily form) to be its own ? Ihit what of 
the possible time when 1 may have lost tliee by d(‘ath ? 
O love, my love ! if I then should sec no more thyself, 
nor on earth thy shadow, nor in any spring or rivulet 
the reflection of thine eyes, how then, upon the darken- 
ing slope of life, would sound the ground-whirl of the 
dead leaves of Hope, and the wind of Death^a imperish- 
able wing ? 


This is a Dantesquo expression. 
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5 — heart’s hope. 

By what word’s power, the key of paths untrod. 

Is there any word, serving as a key to untrodden 
paths, by the power of which I can explore the difficult 
deeps of Love ? some word or words ? some utterance 
of song ? until the parted waves of the song yield up, 
or display to view, the sliore or bed of the stream, even 
as did that Red Sea which the people of Israel crossed 
dryshod. For I, my lady, would fain tell in some poor 
rhythmic period how I know not thy soul as distinct 
from thy body, nor thee from myself, nor our love from 
God. Yes, in the name of God, of Love, and of thyself, 
I would desire to dmw from my own loving heart such 
evidence hereon as should signify all things to all 
hearts ; something as tender as the first fire which the 
hill-top catches from the dawn, and as intense as that 
sense of old Springs gone-by which comes to one, in- 
stantaneous and j)enetrating, at the birth-hour of a new 
Spring. 

6 — THE KISS. 

Wliat smouldering senses in death’s sick delay. 

Can the sluggishness of old age when the senses 
smoulder as Death delays his stroke, or can any seizure 
of malign vicissitude, any disease or misadventure, rob 
of honour this body of mine, or denude my soul of 
the wedding-garment which it has worn to-day ? No ! 
for even now my lady^s lips and my own were giving 
and receiving such mutual kisses as laurelled Orpheus 
longed for when he wooed with that last lay of his in 
Hades the hungering face of Eurydice half drawn forth 
to him. I was as a child beneath her touch ; a man 
when she and I clung breast to breast ; as a spirit when 
her spirit looked through me ; I was as a god when all 
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the life-breath of both of us met to fan our life-blood, 
till love's emulous ardours ran — ran like fire within 
fire, like desire still unextinguished even in deity (deity 
which implies the fruition already of all possible desire). 

7 — SUPltKMK SURRKNDER. 

To all the spirits of Love that wander by. 

My lady is sleeping by my side. She lies perceptible 
to all those spirits of Love who wander by along his 
harvest-fieldj sown with love as the seed, whose crop 
is sleep. These spirits see, deep calls to deep ; but, of 
men, none sees save only I. That bliss which for so 
long was afar off, and which at length came so near to 
me, has now been attained : there it rests. Methinks 
Love, for all Ins pride, must weep when Fate^s control 
— the event actually come to pass — reaps ironi out his 
harvest that sacred hour for which ])ast years hiul been 
sighing. Her hand is now warm around my neck; 
that same hand which, when first touched, taught 
memory long to mock desire — haunted my mcmtiry, 
Vnd inspired desire which remained unappeased ; and 
the abandoned dishevelled hair flows across my breast 
— my breast in which one shern tress of that same 
hair had long stirred the longing ache ; and the queen- 
heart, in sovereign overthrow — subdued to my love, and 
still supreme over my love — lies next to that heart of 
mine which was wont to tremble for its sake. 

8 — LOVE^S LOVERS. 

Some ladies love the jewels in Love’s zone. 

A contrast between the frivolous or self-seeking 
views of love taken by various women, and the sentiment 
of love entertained by the Beloved Lady of the Ppet. 
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Some ladies love the jewels in Lovers zone (the 
social ple^ures and shows of love-making), and the 
gold-tippadjdarts which he keeps for painless play in idle 
hours which he throws slightingly away (mere courting 
and gallantry without depth of passion).; and some 
ladies who listen to the soft tone of Lovers lute are fond 
of vaunting this silvery-sounding praise to be praise 
of themselves (they sentimentalize as a matter of vanity 
and self-display) ; some ladies prize the blindfold sight 
of Love (they regard love as a thing of amusing hap- 
hazard and titillating surprise) ; and some ladies there 
are who kissed the wings of Love which brought him 
round yesterday, and who thank his wings to-day for 
that he has flown away (they are volatile and inconstant 
in love). Not so my Lady: she only loves the heart 
of Love — love is to her a veritable aftair of the heart, 
tender, constant, and profound. Therefore, my Lady, 
Lovers heart proffers to thee his bower of unimagined 
flower and tree — the inmost sacred recesses of his 
dwelling. There does he now kneel ; and craving for 
thine eyes which are grey-lit in the shadowing hair 
above them, he seals with thy mouth his immoi’tality — 
[he makes himself immortal with a kiss given and 
received] . 


9 — PASSION AND WOilSHIP. 

One flame- winged brought a white-winged harp-player. 

The central idea of this sonnet may be thus defined : 
When love has passed from the stage of desire to the 
stage of fruition or possessiom^ and when passion is the 
dominant emotion, that feeting jrf lowly homage which 
characterized the earlier stage of love still continues to 
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subsist ; it has its place, though it has become secondary 
to passion. 

A flame-\yi]aged hautboy-player (a personifijjation of 
Passion of Love, or Passionate Love) brought a white- 
winged harp-player (a personification of Lovers Wor- 
ship, or Deferential Love) to the spot where my 
Lady and I lay all alone, saying : Behold, this 

minstrel is unknown and an intruder; bid him depart, 
for I am minstrel here. The only strains which are dear 
to Lovers dear ones — to those who are united in heart 
and soul — are my own strains.^^ Then I said to him, 
Through the rapturous tones of thy hautboy, the harp 
of this harp-player still plays a plaintive strain to my 
Lady, and still she deems the cadence of it deep and 
clear/^ Then my Lady said : Thou, Hautboy-player, 
art Passion of Love, and this Harp-player is Lovers 
Worship. Love plights to me the music of both. Thy 
masteriiiir music walks the sunlit sea — its tone is loud 
and triumphant, and it declares itself openly, as in the 
blaze of noon. But where wan water trembles in tlui 
grove, and the wan moon supplies all its light, this 
harp of the harp-player makes my name its voluntary 
— it dedicates to me its music, lov^-toned, as in the dim- 
ness of seclusion. 


10 — THE PORTRAIT. 

O Lord of all compassionate control. 

O Love, thou Lord of all benign sovereignty ! vouch- 
safe that this picture, the picture of my Lady, may glow 
under my hand to bespeak pi^ise to her name, and may 
show the perfect whole her inner self ; so that 

he who seeks to explore the .uttermost of her beauty 
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may know — beyond the light which the sweet glances 
throw, and beyond the refluent wave of the sweet smile 
— the very horizon-line of her soul. — And see, the por- 
trait is now done. Above the columnar throat the 
mouth^s mould testifies of voice and kis^, the shadowed 
eyes seem to remember and foresee. Her face is thus 
made her shrine — by contemplating her face in this pic- 
ture, people will half- worship her beauty and herself. 
Let all men note that in all future years they that 
would look on her must come to me — must see her 
through this my portrait of her : such is thy gift, O 
Love ! 


11 — THE LOVE-LETTEll. 

Warmed by her hand and shadowed by her hair. 

Sweet fluttering sheet of paper, which hast been 
warmed by her hand and shadowed by her hair as she 
leaned close and poured through thee her heart, of which 
the inarticulate throbs accompany that smooth black 
stream of ink which makes thy whiteness all the fairer 
— sheet conscious even of her very breath — oh let thy 
silent song, thy words- written but unspoken, disclose to 
me that soul of hers wherewith her lips and eyes agree 
like blended notes of music in the vibrating air of love. 
Fain would I have watched her when, at the moment of 
some fond tender thought, her bosom pressed closer to 
the writing, and her breast^s secrets, as recorded in the 
written words, peered (as it were) into her breast ; when 
through her eyes, which were raised for an instant, her 
soul sought my soul, and from that sudden confluence 
of spirit with spirit caught those words, here written 
which made her love the loveliest. 
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12 THE lovers' walk. 

Sweet twining hedge -flowers wind-stirred in no wise. 

^ This sonnet seems to require no explanation ; it may 
simply be worth notin<r that each detail of natural 
scenery is coupled with a somewhat analoj^ous detail 
indicating the emotions of the lovers. 

S^veet Iwini/iff hedge-flowers which no wind stirs on 
this day of June; and hand that clings or i wines within 
hand : — still glades ; and meeting faces left equally .v//// 
by the scarcely fanning breeze : — a stream yielding the 
odour of osiers, and, in its de])th, rejteeiing the sky ; 
and eyes reflected in eyes : — the light and the clouds of 
heaven forming a constantly fresh canopy of wonder over 
the summer-land; and two souls softly spanned with one 
overarching heaven of smiles and sighs ; — such is the 
path of those two whose bodies lean amorously towards 
one another's visible sweetness ; whose passionate hearts 
lean together, according to Lovers high decree, uj)on 
his heart which is for ever true ; even as the blue of the 
firmament, foaming with clouds, rests on the blue line 
of a foamless sea. 

13 — YotJTH^s antipmovy. 

“ I love you, sweet : how cjin you over leam ? ” 

(lie) I love you, sweet : how can you ever learn 
how much I love you? (She) I learn it by loving you 
in like wise. (He) Sweet, you cannot know how fair 
you are. (She) If I am fair enough to earn your love, 
that share of beauty is all my lovers concern, (He) 
My love grows hourly, sweet. (She) Mine also grows ; 
and yet love seemed full-grown so many hours ago. — 
Thus lovers speak, till kis^s claim their turn. Ah 
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happy are they to whom such words as these have, iu 
youth, served for speech the whole day long, hour aftec 
hour — they remaining remote from the world^s throngj^ 
from work, contest, and fame, from all the confederate' 
pleas (the many competing exigencies) of life — at the 
time when Love breathed, in sighs and in silence, 
through two blent souls one rapturous undersong. 

] 4< — YOUTIl^S SPIUNG-TRIBUTK. 

On this sweet hank your head thrice sweet and dear. 

1 lay on this sweet bank your head thrice sweet and ^ 
xlear, and 1 spread your hair on either side, and I see 
the newborn wood-flowers, bashful-eyed, look here and 
there through your golden tresses. The foot of Sj^ifag 
is half faltering on these debateable borders of. the year 
— debateable between Winter and Spring: wa^eely^can 
Spring yet distinguish the leafless blackthorri-blossom 
from the snow, and the way for the wind is still »lear 
through Springes bowers. But to-day the sun of April 
strikes iJelvn the glades. So shut your upturned eyes, 
and feel my kiss creep, as the Spring now thrills 
through every spray, up your warm throat to your 
warm lips : for this ^is the very hour of service sworn 
to Love, with whom cold hearts are accounted castaway. 

15 — THE BIRTH-BOND. 

Have you not noted in some family ? 

The Lover and his Beloved have a closer bond of 
sj)iritual aflinity than either of them can possibly have 
witb any one else. 

Have you not noted how, in some family where two 
of the children were born of a first marriage, these two 
still own the gracious bond which unites them, though 
they were fed and nursed on that forgotten breast and 
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liuCB o£ their dead mother? Have you not noted how 
these two; ‘while* kindly in act and thought to the other 
children of their father, have nevertheless, each for the 
other, speech in silence, and in a sin^’le word complete 
community? Even so, my love, did it seem, when first 
I saw you, that, among^ souls allied to mine, there was 
one nearer kindred than life had yet hinted of. Oh my 
Beloved 1 born with me somewhere that men forg'et, and, 
though unmet in years of sight and sound, known to 
me well enough as the very hirtli-partner of my soul ! 

1(] \ DAY OF LOVK. 

Those envied places which do know h(;r W(dl. 

* Those envied places which are accustomed to the 
pTcs^nce' of my Beloved, and which are therefore 
scj^'iscornful of this lonely place of mine where she 
seldom comes, arc now for once made void of her grace. 
She is here with me, and nowhere else hut here. And, 
while the spell of Love chases away from^^bis pre- 
dominant presence all other and aliem hours, a discarded 
throng, the hours of love fill full the echoing space 
with sweet confederate music fs]yourahle. Now do 
many memories of the past make solicitous the delicate 
love-lines of her mouth ; till the words, lib (as it were) 
with quivering fire, take wing from it: as here, between 
our kisses, we sit thus speaking of things remembered, 
and then anon we sit speechless while things forgotten 
call to us. 

17 — beauty's pageant. 

What dawn-pulse at the heart of heaven, or last. 

What first gleam of dawn in heaven, like a pulse at 
its hearts— or what splendour of sunset, in which day 
K 
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culminates, as the life of a plant becomes incarnate in 
its flower — or what marvels of natural beauty marshalled 
in the track of May — or what full-quired song of birds, 
lauding sweet June — or what glory of change amassed 
by the hand of Nature (as in the sequence of seasons, or 
a calm sky after tempest) — which of these can vie with 
all those moods of varying grace which have passed, even 
within this hour and within this same room, over the 
form and face of one supremely lovely woman ? Each 
fine movement of hers was Lovers very vesture and elect 
disguise — wondrously graceful as the latest aspect of a 
lily, or of a swan, or of a barque carved with a swan at 
the prow ; a joy to the sight of him [myself] who now 
sighs all the more sadly, being once again parted from, 
her; and destined to be a sorrow yet for eyes,„till now 
unborn, which shall read these words of mine, and which 
are not privileged to have seen her. 

18 — GENIUS IN BEAUTY, 

Beauty like hors is genius. Not the call. 

Beauty like hers is genius. The utterance of Homev^s 
sublime heart, or of I>ante^s, or the hand of Michelangelo 
tracing an imperishable furrow along the zones of time 
— neither of these is, more than her beauty, musical 
with compassed mysteries. Nay, not even in the sweet 
footfall of Spring or of Summer does exuberant life be- 
queath to us more gifts, richly gathered, than does this 
sovereign face, whose love-spell breathes even from its 
contour as shadowed on the wall. Like as many men 
are poets in their youth, but only for one sweetly-stmng 
soul do the lyre-strings prolong the indomitable song 
through any and every change, so shall the envenomed 
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years, whose tooth ruthlessly rends into ruin pfrace 
shallower than hers, wreak no wrong upon the power of 
this consummate beauty. 

19 — SILENT NOON. 

Yolir hands lio open in tho long frosh grass. 

Your hands lie open in the lon^ fresh grass; the 
finger-tips peep through the grass like rosebuds ; your 
eyes have the smile of peace. The pasture gleams with 
light and lours with gloom, beneath billowing skies, 
whose clouds scatter, and then again amass. All round 
our nook of rest, as far as the eye can see, arc fields of 
golden king-cups, having an edge of silver at the point 
where the cow-parsley skirt^s the hawthorn-hedge. It 
is visible silence, as still as the hour-glass. Deep jn the 
blossoms, penetrated with sunlight, the dragonfly hangs, 
like a thread of blue which has been detached from the 
blue sky — a winged thread, emblem of the winged hour 
which has been dropped to us by divine grace from 
above. Oh let us clasp to our hearts, as a deathless 
boon, this hour, close -companioned and inarticulate, 
when the twofold silence of Nature* and of ourselves was 
the song of love ! 


20 — GRACIOUS MOONLIGHT. 

Even as the moon grows queenlior in raid-space. 

Even as the moon grows more queenly in mid-space 
when the sky darkens, and then her chariot of cloud 
thrills with intenser radiance from afar — thus lambent, 
my Lady, does thy sovereign grace beam when my 
drear soul desires thee. Of that face what shall be said? 
. — that face which, like a controlling star, gathers and 
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«*arners from all things their silent penetrative love- 
liness. Thus have I seen the moon, in a bright ring 
ot‘ cloud above and of wave below — where, over water- 
daisies and wild waifs of Spring, the iris rears its gold- 
crowned sheaf, with flowering rush and arrowy leaf, 
sceptre-like — take wing, and chase night^s gloom, as 
thou chasest the spirit^s grief. 

, 2 1 T.OV K-S WKKTX ESS . 

Sweet dimness of her loosened hair’s downfall. 

The sweet dimness of her loosened hair^s downfall 
about thy my] face; her sweet hands entwined 

round thy head in gracious fostering union ; her tremu- 
lous smiles ; her glances with their sweet recall of love ; 
her murmuring sighs reminiscent of the tender past ; the 
sweetness of her mouth called by thy kisses, and thus 
shed upon her cheeks and neck and eyelids, and so led 
back to her mouth, which thereupon responds with a kiss 
on behalf of all these : — what can be sweeter than these 
things, except it be the thing which, were it lacking, 
would bereave all these others of their sweet? That 
one thing is her cojdident hearths still fervour; the 
swift beat of the spirit^s wing, and its soft subsidence, 
then when the spirit, in cloud-girt wayfaring, feels the 
fanning of kindred plumes against its feet [?'.c., the in- 
terchange of thought and emotion between the two 
if indred souls, hers and mine] . 

22 — HEARTHS HAVEN. 

Sometimes she is a child within mine arms. 

Sometimes she is as a child within my arms, cower-: 
ing beneath dark wings (of gloomy thought or appre- 
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bended* misfortune) which love has to cliase away, with 
still tears showering', and averted face inexplicably lllled 
with faint alarms. And often, on the other hand, 1 
crave her deep embrace as a refuge from the hurtling 
harms of my own spirit — her embrace, which is tin* 
fortilied stronghold against all ills, and the sweet store 
of sovereign couuter-charnis. And Love, who is our 
light at night and our shade at noon, lulls us to rest 
with songs, and turns away from us all the shafts of 
shelterless tumiiltuous day. His face gleams through 
his chaunt, like the moon in her rising; and, as soft 
waters warble to the moon, so do our spirits, answering 
to the song of Love, chime one roundelay. 

2.1 — lovkN baubles. 

I stood whore; Lovo in l)riinining armfuls horo. 

I stood where Love bore in redundant armfuls Ihjwers 
and fruit, all of slight account; and round him ladies 
thronged in warm pursuit, and they lingen'd and li))p<‘(l 
portions of the strange store, and proffered these to 
other persons. Thus proffered b^ the hand of one, tln^ 
petal of flower and core of fruit were messenger's of 
sleep; and from another hand the cluster of fruit, with 
its tendril, seemed like the salute of shame —gifts 
for which I felt that my cheek was blushing. At last 
Love bade my Lady give the same; and, as I looked, 
the dew on them was light and fresh, and, as I took 
them, at her touch they shone with inmost heaven-hue 
of the heart of Hame. And then Love said : Lo 
when the hand is hers, follies of love are lovers true 
ministers. 
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24 — PRIDE OF YOUTH. 

Even as a child, of sorrow that we give. 

Even as a cbilJ can find in his heart but little of 
that sorrow which we bestow upon the dead, since it is 
apparent to his clear mind, without need of reflection, 
that it is the turn .of those dead ones to die, and his 
own turn to live ; even so the winged new Love smiles 
to receive the wind of dawn along his eddying plumes, 
and, straining forward with rapture, he casts not one 
look behind to where the rack of night shrouds the old 
Love, flitting away. In every recurrent hour there is a 
change, and we see in the fields the last cowslip of 
vanishing spring on the same day with the first corn- 
poppy of incipient summer. Alas for hourly change ! 
alas for all the loves which proud Youth lets fall from 
his hand, even as the beads of a rosary which he has 
told ! 

25 WINGED HOURS. 

Each hour until wo meet is tis a bird. 

Each hour which passes until she and I meet is as a 
bird that wings from far his gradual way along a rust- 
ling covert, the symbdl of my soul — his song being ever 
trilled the loudlier in proportion as the leaves stirred are 
the deeper. But at the hour of our meeting every note 
which the bird sings is a clear word in Love’s own lan- 
guage. Yet, Love, thou knowest that this sweet strain 
is treated but ill, as being often unheard athwart our 
competing joys. — What of that hour, sure to come 
sooner or later, when no such bird’s wing may, for her 
sake, fly to me, nor any such song flow? when I, 
wandering round my then leaf-stripped life, shall be 
aware of the blood-stained feathers scattered in the 
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brake ; and shall think how she, tlien far from me, is 
seeinf^, with eyes equally siul, the skies, with no win^ 
to cleave them, through the untimiful bough. 

20 — MU)-KAPTUItn. 

Thou lovely and beloved, thou iny love. 

Thou lovely and beloved, thou my love ; whose kiss 
seems still the first ; whose summoning eyes shed even 
now a very dawn, as for a new sunrise of our world — 
the world of love ; whose voice, attuned more sweetly 
than any modulation of the deep-bowered dove, is like a 
hand laid softly on my soul ; while thy hand is like a 
sweet voice, potent to control those worn tired brows of 
mine of which it has the keejnng : — what word of mine 
can answer to thy word ? what gaze to thine, which 
.now absorbs within its s])here my worshiping face, till 
in those eyes I am mirrore<l, light-circled in a heaven 
of deep-drawn rays? What cUisp or what kiss of mine 
can evidence my inmost heart— O lovely and beloved, 
O my love ? 

27 — heart’s compass. 

SomctimcH thou 8ocm’8t not*a8 thyself alone. 

Sometimes thou seemest not as thyself alone, but as 
the inner meaning of all things that exist ; a breathless 
wonder, shadowing forth afar some heavenly solstice 
hushed and halcyon; a wonder, whose lips, though 
unstirred, are the visible tone of music ; whose eyes 
unbar the sun-gate of the soul, being oracular of its 
furthermost fires ; the evident heart of all life sown for 
flourishing and mown for harvest and decay. And in- 
deed Love is all this ; and, if Love is so, thou art so, for 
art not thou, in name and essence, one with Love? Yea, 
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Ijy thy hand the Love-god rends apart all gathering 
clouds of night's insidiousness ; he flings these far down, 
and sets thine eyes above them ; and he stakes simply 
and with a smile the world against thy heart, as it were 
some gage of flower or glove. 

28 — SOUL-LIGHT. 

What other woman could be loved like you ? 

What other woman could be loved like you, or how 
should love of you obtain full fruition ? After the ful- 
ness of all rapture of love for you, still (like a tender 
glamour of day-shine at the end of a deep avenue of 
trees) there comes to view, far down in your eyes, a 
thrill of emotion yet more deep and yearning ; it is a 
tire such as the soul-winnowing hands of Love distil 
even from his innermost rainbow-arch. And as a 
traveller goes triumphantly along with the sun, glory- 
ing in the mid-height of noon-heat, but nevertheless 
starlight brings to him a new-born wonder, and still 
fresh transport springs from limpid lambent hours of 
early morning : even so does your soul, evincing itself 
through your eyes and voice, move my soul with a 
changeful light of infimte love. 

29 THE MOONSTAR. 

Lady, I thauk thee for thy loveliness. 

Lady, I thank thee for thy loveliness, because my 
own Lady is still more lovely than thou art. Glo^ying^in 
this comparison I gaze, and with glad good-will f yield to 
thee thy tribute of praise ; to thee, by whose swcet-spfo 
vesture of delicate life Love labours to assess the abso- 
lute queendom of my Lady — saying, Behold how lofty 
is this beauty; yet, lofty as it is, it only shows as 
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being* the sovereign votaress of that other, my Lady^s 
beauty/^ — I^ady, I saw thee along with my Lady, side 
l)y side. And as, when the fair lires of tlie nightly sky 
siirrouiul their queen the moon, some emulous star will 
float too near her, even so the rays of thy loveliness 
were no more to be traced within the luminous bound of 
her beauty. ^ Thy light was drowned in hers, and it was 
she who was thereby glorified, not thyself. 

30 — LAST Tian. 

Love, through your spirit {inil miiio what suiuttkt cv(‘. 

[The lovely summer-day during which you and I 
have been together has now reached its close]. ]V[y 
Love, what summer-eve now glows througli your 
spirit and mine with raptur<‘ of all things which we 
enjoyed, since this day^s sun of rapture attained the 
West, and the light of the sky grew all the sweeter as 
the fire of the sun passed away? Now let your bosom 
heave softlier awhile, as all care of mine takes refuge in 
Love’s harbour, which is your loving br(*ast, the while 
we sink to rest, and our mutual dreams re-image the 
bygone bliss. Many are the days which Winter keeps 
in store — days sunless througliTmt, or in which brief 
glimpses of sun scarcely avail to moisten the heaped 
snow, and shed it through the denuded trees. This day 
now passing was none of these : it was the paramour of 
Summer, sun-tinted to its imperishable core with swe(‘t 
wgU-being of love and with full ease of heart. 

31 IIEU GIFTS. 

High grace, the dower of queens, and thonjwilhal. 

High grace, the dower of queens ; and, along with 
that, the sweet simjdicity of some lovely girl born inthf 
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woodland; a glance like water in which the sky is 
mirrored at full, or like the brilliance of hyacinths seen 
where forest-shadows fall; a thrilling pallor of cheek 
which enthralls the heart ; a mouth whose passionate 
contours imply all the music and all the silence of which 
it is capable ; deep golden locks, her sovereign coronal ; 
a round and high-reared neck, like a column of Lovers 
shrine meet to be clung to when the heart takes 
sanctuary ; hands which are ever . at the bidding of 
Love, and softly-stirred feet which still answer to his 
beck : — these are her gifts, poorly worded so far as the 
tongTxe can word them. Be not her name told by 
tongue: breathe it low, my soul, — for that means still 
more. 


32 — EQUAL TROTH, 

Not by ono measure mayst thou mete our love.” 

Not by one same measure mayst thou mete our 
ove, thine and mine : for how should I be loved as I 
love thee ? I, who am graceless, joyless, and absolutely 
lacking all such gifts as best befit thy queenship; 
whereas thou art throned in the recesses of every heart, 
and art crowned with garlands culled from every tree — 
garlands which, by Lovers decree, , all beauties and all 
mysteries interwove for thy head, and for none else.^^ — 
But here, as I am speaking, thine eyes and lips yield 
soft rebuke. Thou sayest : Then only could I love 
thee less than thou lovest me, when thou couldst wrong 
me by doubting the equality of my love with thine.^^ — 
I reply : Peace, sweet ! If we look not to mere 
amount of love, but to worth of love — to thy hearths 
transcendence, not to my heart’s excess — then indeed is 
it true that thou lovest a thousandfold more than I do.’^ 
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33 — VENUS VICTIUX. 

Could Juno’s self more sovereign presence wear. 

The Beloved one is Juno, Pallas, and Venus, all in 
one ; and is Helen to boot. 

Could Juno herself have a more soverei^jn presence 
than thou hast when thou art throned in ^race amid 
other ladies? Or Pallas more than thou when, witli 
soul-stilled face, thou bendest over some ])oet\s pa^e 
which receives a golden reflection from thy hair ? Dost 
thou seem less heavenly fair than Venus when thy 
smile (like her smile upon the sea which gave her birth) 
hovers over the sea of lovers tumultuous trance, and 
when that sweet voice of thine, like the last wave mur- 
muring there, mingles with thy glance ? Awe-struck 
in presence of such triune divine loveliness, I ask — 
which of the goddesses here most claims the prize which, 
howsoever it be adjudge<l, is still thine? Then Love 
breathes low the sweetest of thy names;* and Venus 
Victrix brings to my heart herself, the Helen who was 
the object of her promise. 

84 — THE DARK GLASS. 

Not I myself know all my love for thee. 

Not even I myself know all my love for thee. How 
indeed should I reach so far as that, I who cannot fore- 
cast the outcome of to-morrow by the result of yester- 
day? Shall birth and death, and all obscure names 
which are like doors and windows opened to some loud 
sea, lash deaf mine ears with spray, and blind my face 
with it, and shall nevertheless my sense fathom love, 

* ** The sweetest of thy names ” I understand to be ** Helen ” ; or 
is it “ Venus Victrix ” ? 
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which is the last relay and ultimate outpost of eternity ? 
Surely not. What am I to Love, who is the lord of 
all ? I am but as one murmurinj^ shell which he leathers 
from the sand, or as one little heart-flame sheltered in 
his hand. And yet he grapts me, through ttie medium 
of thine eyes, the clearest call and the veriest touch of 
primordial powers that any mundane life, begirt with 
time and its hours, can understand. 

35 — THE LAMP^S SHlllNE. 

Sometimes I fain would find in theo some fault. 

Sometimes I would fain find in thee some fault, in 
order that I might love thee still in spite of it. And 
yet how should our Lord Love curtail one whit the per- 
fect praise of thee, whom most he would exalt ? Alas 
he can but make the low vault of my heart all the un- 
worthier in men^s sight, it being lighted by thee, who 
thereby showest the more exquisite, like fiery chrysoprase 
fixed in deep basalt. Yet will I no-wise shrink ; but at 
the shrine of Love, and within the beams which his 
brow darts, I myself will set the flashing jewel of thy 
heart in that dull chamber where it deigns to shine ; 
for lo in honour of thine excellence my heart takes 
pride in showing how poor itself is. 

3G — LIFE-IN-LOVE. 

Not in thy body is thy life at all. 

Not in thy [my] body is thy life at all, but in this 
lady^s lips and hands and eyes : through these she 
accords to thee life which vivifies that which otherwise 
would but be sorrow^s servant and death^s thrall. Look 
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oil thyself as thou wast without her, and recall in thought 
the waste remembrance and forlorn surmise which only 
lived iita dead-drawn breath of sighing over vanished 
hours and hours in prospect. Even so much life as that 
of thine hr<!S the poor tress, stored apart, of hair from a 
different heiid once so dear to thee — tlie tress which is 
all that love has now to show for heart-beats and for 
lire-heats of long ago : even so much life endures un- 
known in that grave wherein, amid change wliieh the 
changeless night environs, all that golden hair lies un- 
dimmed in death. 

37 — THE LOVE-MOON. 

“When that dead face, Lowered in the furthest years.” 

A reproach addressed to the Lover, and his reply in 
self-vindication. This sonnet follows on upon the con- 
cluding passage of the preceding one. 

Now that that dead face, embowered in the years 
furthest off, which once was all the life that years held 
for thee, can scar(‘ely bid the tides of memory east on thy 
soul a little spray of tears, how canst thou gaze into these 
eyes of her whom now thy soul delights in, and yet not 
see, within each of their orbs. Lovers philtred euphrasy 
make them remembrancers of buried troth ? Nay, 
pitiful Love, nay, loving Pity ! Well thou knowestthat 
in these two women 1 have acknowledged two very 
voices [vibrations, calls] of thy summoning bell. Nay, 
Master, shall not Death make manifest in these women 
the culminating changes which approve [justify, give 
valid evidence of] that moon of love [crescent up to its 
full circle] which must light my soul to Love — the Love 
which is one with Deity ? 



208 


DANTE GABRIEL ROSSETTI. 


38 — THE MORROW^S MESSAGE. 

“ Thou Ghost, I said, ‘‘ and is thy name To-day ? ” 

Circumstances have arisen which make the^ Lover 
fear that he shall see his Lady no more, and addresses 
with indignation the Day which brings him this disas- 
trous prospect. Later on, however, he is partially 
solaced by learning that he is not to be parted from her 
at once. 

Thou Ghost, I said, can thy name be To- 
day? Canst thou, with such an abject brow, be the 
offspring of Yesterday? And can there be some still 
more pallid and wretched thing, To-morrow, to come 
after thee ? While yet I spoke, the silence seemed to 
answer : Yes, henceforth our issue is to be all grieved 
and grey ; and each one of our issue makes beforehand 
such a pitiful self-avowal as is that of old withered 
leaves lying beneath the budding bough, or that of 
nightly vapour which the sundawn shreds away.^^ 
Then I cried out: Earth, thou mother of many mali- 

sons, receive me to thy dusty bed ! But thereupon the 
tremulous silence appeared to speak again : Lo ! Love 
yet bids thy Lady to gjreet thee once ; and even twice, 
whereby thy life is still to be above-ground, and lit by 
the sun ; and even thrice, whereby the shadow of death 
is dead and vanished. 

39 — SLEEPLESS DREAMS. 

Girt in dark growths, yet glimmering with one star. 

O night, girt with dark growth of foliage, yet glim- 
mering with one star — thou night full of desire as were 
the nights of youth ! why should my heart now beat 
within thy spell, as the bride’s finger-pulses quicken 
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within the golden circlet of the wedding-ring? What 
wings are these which fan my pillow into smoothness ? 
and wh)rdoes Sleep, motioned to retire by Joy and Ruth, 
tread softly round and gaze at me from far ? Nay, 
deep-foliag^ night ! in thee Love would but feign 
some shadowy palpitating grove which bears rest for 
man^s eyes and music for his ears. Far other is the 
truth. O lonely night, art thou not too well known to 
me as being a thicket hung (as in the antique days) 
with masks of mockery, and watered with the wasteful 
warmth of tears ? 

40 — SEVERED SELVES. 

Two separate divided silences. 

Two separate divided silences, which, if only brought 
together, would find loving utterance; two glances, 
which, if together, would rejoice in love, but are now 
lost, like stars beyond dark trees; two hands apart, 
whose touch alone gives ease ; two bosoms, which, hold- 
ing an altar-fire of mutual heart-flame, would, if meet- 
ing in one clasp, be made one and the same ; two souls, 
which are like severed shores mocked by the waves of a 
sundering sea : — Such now are \v;e, thou and I. Ah 
may our hope be permitted to forecast, in very deed, one 
hour again when once more the light shall gleam on 
this stream of darkened love ? an hour how slow to 
come, how quick to pass ! an hour which blooms and 
fades, and which only leaves at last the half-dissolved 
dream, faint as shed flowers. 

41 — THROUGH DEATH TO LOVE. 

Like labour-laden moon-clouds faint to flee. 

Like labouring clouds around the moon, which seem 
faint in fleeing from winds that sweep the winter-bitten 
o 
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woldj like the multiform manifold circumfluence of 
night^s flood-tide ; like the competing* terrors of hoarse- 
roaring fire and inarticulate sea ; even such as these do 
our hearts discern wild imaijes of Death, shadows and 
shoals which edge eternity. Our hearts discern them, 
as if reflected in a glass which our breath dims.* But 
nevertheless there soars athwart Death^s imminent shade 
one Power, sweeter in gliding around than flow of 
stream, sweeter in brooding above than flight of dove. 
Tell me, my heart — what angel-greeted door, or what 
threshold of a threshing-floor winnowed by an angelic 
wingj'f has a guest so plumed with fire as thine own 
guest, thine own lord, who is Love ? 

42 — HOPE OVERTAKEN. 

I deemed thy garments, O my Hope, were grey. 

The Lover, now united to his Lady, refers here to 
the untoward delay which took place before the union 
was effected. He speaks of his Hope,^^ which may 
at starting be understood as meaning the hope that 
he entertained for union with the Lady ; but this 
idea merges in the idea of the object hoped for, the 
Lady herself, and the imagery used develops accord- 
ingly. 

* The precise position which ought to be logically assigned to that 
chiuse, “ within some glass dimmed by our breath,” is not quite clear 
to mo : the plainest sense is perhaps given by transferring it, as I 
have here done, to the end of the whole sentence. 

t No doubt the allusions hero are to soaio passages or incidents in 
the Bible. Of angel-greeted doors several are recorded, and it may 
bo difficult to say which is more particularly meant. The “ wing- 
winnowed threshing-floor ” must be that of Oman (1 Chronicles xxi. 
21). The angel, who was stayed from destroying Jerusalem after 
David had numbered tho people, “ stood by the threshing-floor of 
Oman tho Jobusite,” 
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O thou Hope of miue, I had been deeming that 
th}'^ »*arments were become grey with and distance, 
so far otf did I view thee. Hut now, at length, the 
space between thee and me is passed over ; and to-day 
thou standest garmented in green, fivsh and untarnished, 
even as thou stoodest in days of yore. All (Jod ! and, 
had it not been for lingering dull dismay, our footsteps 
would ere while have been commingled even thus along 
all that intermediate road, and our sluulows would hav(‘ 
been seen blent, as they fell on the hedgerows and the 
water-way. O thou my Lady, my IIo]m}, whose eyes 
are living love — no eyes but hers — O my Love and my 
Hope, one and the same ! Lean close to me, for now 
the sun, which used to warm our feet, lias sunk so 
low as scarcely to gild our hair above. Oh hers thy 
voice, and very hers thy name ! Alas, cling round m(‘, 
my Love, for the day is done. 

{'] — LOVK A\l) iiopi:. 

J31css lov(j and hap.'. Full nviny ii withered year. 

A sequel to the preceding sonnet. 

Bless love and hope. Full many a withered year 
whirled past us (like a dead leaf), eddying to its chill 
doomsday; and we, clasped together where the blown 
leaves lay, have long knelt, and have wept full many 
a tear. Yet lo ! now at last one hour, the Spring’s 
eompeei*, flutes softly to us from some green by- 
way : those years, those tears, are dead, but only 
they : — bless love and hope, true soul, my Lady ; 
for we are still here, thou and 1. Cling we heart 
to heart; nor let us question this hour whether in 
very truth, when we shall be dead, our hearts will 
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re-awake to know Lovers golden head as sole sunshine 
of the imperishable land of eternity; or whether rather 
those hearts shall but discern, through night^s feature- 
loss space, the illusive eyes of Hope, fired at length with 
scorn for our long and baseless credulity. 

44 — CLOUD AND WIND. 

Love, should I fear death most for you or me ? 

Same train of thought pursued. 

My Love, ought I to fear death most for you, 
or for myself? Yet, if you die, can I not follow 
you, forcing the straits of change from life to death? 
But alas who shall wrest a bond, a pledge, from 
the inveteracy of the unfathomed night — a bond 
which, ere yet my hazardous soul puts forth, shall 
be her warrant against all the consequences which 
her haste might perchance have to rue? Ah what 
dumb adieu would be legible in your eyes, thus reached 
by my spirit, what unsunned gyres of waste eternity ! 
If on the contrary I die the first, shall death then be 
to me like a lampless watch-tower whence I see you 
weep? or (woe is me!) shall it be as a bed wherein 
1 sleep eternally, and whence in my sleep I can never 
note — when at last you drain the welcome cup of death 
— that hour when you too shall learu that all is in vain, 
and that Hope sows what Love shall never reap ? 

45 — SECRET PARTING. 

Because our talk was of the cloud-control. 

The reader should observe in this title the epithet 
'^secret.^^ The Lovers have met in secret, and have 
parted in secret, with an uncertain outlook as to their 
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meeting anew. All the imagery of the sonnet is 
framed to correspond. 

Because the talk between my Lady and me had 
been concerning the journeying face of Fate — that 
face which is like a moon pursuing her interrupted 
track athwart the controlling clouds — my Lady'^s 
tremulous kisses faltered at lovers gate (as they 
were to meet my lips), and her eyes seemed to dream 
towards a distant goal. But soon, remembering how 
brief is the whole of joy, which is quenched by those 
same short hours during which it lasts, her set gaze 
gathered, more craving than of late, and, as she kissed, 
her mouth testified the innermost emotions of her soul. 
In what paths we wandered from that point, and how 
we strove to build, with vows tried as by lire, that 
piteous home (of mutual companionship and faith) which 
memory haunts thenceforth, and whither sleep may waft 
us in dream — this can be known to them only for whom 
the roof of Love (the trysting-2)lace wliere Love permits 
his votaries to meet and awhile abide) is the clandestine 
secret of the grove whence neither spire rises to catch 
the eye, nor bell sounds to the sense of hearing. 

40 PARTED LOVE. 

What shall he said of this embattled day ? 

This sonnet may be construed as a sequel to the 
preceding one. The Lover and his Lady parted in 
secret, and have not met again, and he divines no pros- 
pect of re-meeting. 

This day stands, as it were, in battle-array against 
me, and this forthcoming night will be like an armed 
occupation of the stronghold of my being, beleaguered 
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l)y all iny [thy] foes. Of this day and nig^ht what 
shall be said, now when neither sight nor sound 
denotes the loved one, so far away? Of these niy 
vanquished hours what shall I say — while every sense 
of mine to which she once dealt delight now labours 
lonely over the stark height of noonday, only to reach 
the desolate disarray of sunset? Stand still, fond 
fettered wretch ! while the art of Memory parades the 
rapturous past before thy face, and lures thy spirit 
onward to those passionate images which she evokes ; 
till the tempestuous tide-gates of desire and emotion. 
Hung apart, flood with wild volition the hollows of thy 
heart, and thy heart rends thee, and thy body helplessly 
ejulures. 


47 — BROKEN MUSIC. 

The inotlior will not turn who thinks she hears. 

The first section of this sonnet indicates — and no 
doubt with accurate truth — the mood of emotional con- 
templation which, for our author, preceded the actual 
work of poetic composition. 

The mother, who thinks she hears her nursling^s 
speech first grow articulate, will not turn round at 
once, but she sits breathless, with averted and elate 
eyes, with open lips and open ears, in order that 
the child may call her twice. In like manner has 
my soul often hearkened amid doubts and fears, till 
the song, which for days had been like a central moan, 
at length found tongue, and the sweet music welled, 
and the sweet tears. But now, whenever my soul is 
fain to listen to that wonted murmur, as it were the low 
importunate strain of a sea-shell struggling towards 
utterance — now no breath of song is there, but thy 
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voice alone, O thou bitterly beloved ! and all that m v 
soul gains is but the pang of unpermitted prayer (prayer 
for a boon not to be granted). 

1< S — 1)K AT ii - 1 N - 1 .0 V E . 

There came an image in Life's retiniK*. 

In this sonnet the imagery is distinct, and tlie 
apologue is narrated unambiguously. The thing signi- 
fied, however, may be less tangible, and open to some 
difference of interpretation. The title. Death-in- Love, 
must serve as our guide. It intimates that Earthly 
Love partakes of the nature of Death. Death domi- 
nates and concludes Earthly Love ; Love is the thrall of 
mortality. 

In the retinue of Lifi* came a figure who had 
the wings of Love, and who bore Love^s gonfalon : 
the web of the gonfalon was fair, and nobly wrought 
thereon were the form and the hue of thee, () soul- 
sequestered face [face sequestered and isolated from all 
other faces by depth of soul, speaking through the 
features] . Bewildering sounds, such as those to which 
the Spring awakens, shook in tlte folds of that banner ; 
and its ]X)wer sped through my heart, trackless as that 
unrememberable hour when birth^s dark portal groaned, 
and when all was new to the newborn spirit. But a 
veiled woman followed, and she caught the banner 
round its staff, making it furl and cling; she then 
plucked a feather from the wing of the flag-bearer, and 
she held that feather to his lips, which stirred it not 
with any breath of life. And she said to me Behold, 
there is no breath ; I and this Love are one and the 
same, and I am Death. 
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49 — WILLOW- WOOD (1). 

I sat with Lovo upon a woodside well. 

The four sonnets named Willow-wood represent, in a 
general sense, the pangs of severance ; they need hardly 
he called obscure, but have what may be termed remote- 
ness of treatment. All is given under forms at once 
concrete and subtle. By severance we might under- 
stand severance by death, for both the word and 
the idea extend to that; but severance by untoward 
conditions on earth appears to be more particularly con- 
templated in the sonnets. In his article, TAe Stealthy 
School (if Crilicismy Rossetti thus describes the subject 
()t‘ Willow -10 00 (I : a dream or trance of divided love, 
momentarily re-united by the longing fancy.^^ 

1 sat with Love upon a woodside well, I and he lean- 
ing across its water. Nor did he ever speak nor look at 
me, but he touched his lute wherein was audible the cer- 
tain secret tiling he had to tell. Only our mirrored eyes 
met silently, retlected in the low gush of water. And 
that sound from his lute came to be the passionate voice 
which I knew — my Lady^s voice; and my tears fell. 
And, at the fall of them. Lovers eyes, retlecteil beneath, 
grew to be hers ; and with his foot and with his wing- 
feathers he swept the spring that watered the drought 
of my heart. Then the dark ripples of the well spread 
into waving hair, and, as I stooped, her own lips, rising 
there, bubbled with brimming kisses at my mouth. 

50 — AVILLOW-WOOD (*2). 

And now Lovo sang : but his was such a song. 

And now Love sang : but his was such a song, so 
interwoven with half-remembrance hard to disengage, 
as souls, disused (from the functions of life) in the 



THE HOUSE OF LIFE. 


217 


sterility of death,* may sing when the new birthday 
tarries long. And I was suddenly made aware of a 
dumb throng which stood aloof, one form beside every 
tree — all of them mournful forms, for eiich of them wjis 
either I or she ; they were the shades of those our olden 
days that had no means of utterance. They looked on 
us, and knew us, and were known by us ; while fast 
together, alive from the abyss, clung that soul-wrung 
implacable (insatiate) close kiss ; and pity of ourselves 
made broken moan through all, saying, For once, for 
once, for once alone ! And still Love sang, and wluit 
he sang was this. 

51 — WILLOW-WOOD (‘i). 

“ O yo, all yo that walk in Willow- wood.” 

O ye, all yet that walk in Willow-wood, that walk 
with hollow faces burning white, wliat profound fatliom- 
dcpth of soul-struck widowluKKi shall there be, wliat 
hours long and ever growing longer, so as to form one 
single night lasting a lifetime, ere ye, who so in vain 

• A poetical phrjwo of this kind shouhl not he sorutinizod with 
prosiiic and tiruHornc precision. It may sufficient to remaik hero 
tiuit the hiisis of the phniso or image evidcuitly is the idea (familiar in 
religious speculation or meditation) that the liumari soul remains, 
after the death of the body, in a sUite of suspended animation, await- 
ing “ the restitution of all things” at I he Day of Ju<lgment. The 
words of the text arc — ” As souls disused in death’s sterility JMay 
sing,” <Scc. This may possibly mean — “As disused souls nuiy sing in 
death’s sterility ” : but I think the construction shown in my para- 
phrase is the more likely. 

f lliis plirasc, “ All ye,” might scMsm to indicate thiit T/jvo is here 
addressing the “dumb throng,” the “mournful forms,” niiined in lh<; 
preceding sonnet. But I think this is not at all intended. I/>ve 
addresses the two Lovers of the Willow-vcood sonnets, and, along with 
them, all other lovers in like predicament. 
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have wooed your last hope lost, ye who so in vain indulge 
your lips in that their unforg^otten aliment (of kisses), 
shall agnail! see tlie li^^ht ! Alas the bitter banks in 
Willow-wood, wan with tear-spur^e, burning* red with 
blood-wort!* alas if ever such a pillow as these banks 
could steej) deep in sleep t the soul till she were dead ! 
Better were it that all life should forget her than this 
thing — that Willow- wood should hold her wandering 
within its bounds/^ 


52 Wl LLOW-WOOD ( 1). 

So sang ho; and as mooting rose and rose. 

Thus did T^ove sing ; and as two roses, meeting, cling 
together through the dirge of the wind, and change not 
at once, yet near the end of day the })etals drop off 
loosened from the point where the ruddy heart-tint 
glows, so did the kiss sever when the song died away ; 
and the face of my Lady fell back into the well, drowned 
in its water, and was as grey as its own grey eyes ; and 
whether that face may again meet mine I know not 
whether Love knows or not. I know but this : that I 
leaned low, and drank a long draught from the water 
where she sank — her breath, and all her tears, and all 

♦ “ Spurgo ” and “wort” are of coui'sc two familiar plant-nam<‘s ; 
the poet, for the i)urposos of hiB vision of paswionato misery, associates 
tlieso plant-iuimos with “ tears ” and “ blood,” and invents (I supponc 
it is a mere invention) “ tear-spurge ” ami “ blood- or t.” 

t The reader may notice, even in this prose version, the reitenition 
of sounds, apjirt from actual rhyming of verses. For instance — 
“again” ami “ in vain,” and “steep deep the soul in sleep.” The 
dactylic, quasi-rhymes, “ Willow- wood, widowhood,” and “ pillow 
could,” are of like quality, and aro not, I think, to be approved. 
Some other examples of this tendency are to bo found in Kossetti's 
poems here and there. 
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her soul. And, as I leaned, I know that I felt the faee 
of Love pressing on niy neek with a moan of pity and 
of grace, till tlie heads of \is hotli were engirt within 
liis aureole. 

5;} WITHOUT HIsK, 

AVhat of her glass without her? 'Tlu' hlaiik grey. 

\Vhat can be said of her looking-glass without her? 
Tt is like the blank greyness out there, where is a pool 
which the moon shines not on. Or her dress without 
her? Like the disonlered empty space of cloud- ra(*k 
whence the moon has passed away. Or lu‘r frei[uented 
])aths without her? Like day^s ai)poin1ed region 
usurped by desolate night. Or Iht pillowed placi* 
without her? Ah me! my tears are there, in ex- 
change for lovers good gra<*(*, and 1 remain coldly 
forgetful whether of night or of day. What of my 
heart without her? Nay, poor heart, of thee what shall 
bespoken ere speech be forever still? Thou, uithoul 
her, art as a wayfarer by barren chill ways, ste(‘]) and 
weary ways, wIktc the long <*l<Mid, outlining the long 
wood, sheds doubled darkness along the labori<»us ascent 
of the liill. 

51 — lovkN kataijtv. 

•Swret — but uh most dn-jul Dcsin* of Love. • 

The leading idea of this sonnet aj>pears to be as 
follows. — Love is in himself free and haj)py. Ibit 
Loving Desire, enchained by the necessities and ])n)hibi- 
tions of Life, is a dismal captive, and brings Love* 
himself into the same fetters and the same misery. 

Sweet is Love ; but how dread is th(» Desire of 
Love, thwarted by Life ! I saw those two — Love and 
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Yain-longing (or Desire of Love) — standing linked in 
gyves, shackled together, hand to hand. One (Love) 
had eyes blue as the blue vault of heaven. But in the 
gaze of the other (Desire of Love) hope heaved, tem- 
pestuous like a fire-cloud ; even as it heaves in the gaze 
of a treasure-seeker, whose hazel- wand has, with spell- 
wrought'power, spanned in vain, all the night long, the 
caves of some deep treasure-trove, which yield not up 
their hoard. His lips also, like two writhen flakes of 
flame, made moan : Alas, O Love, thus coupled 
together with me ! Thou wing-footed, wing-shouldered, 
once born free ; whilst I — one with thee, yet coweringly 
unlike thee — bound to thy body and soul, named with 
thy name, am grown tame in chains — chains which are 
the iron heart of Life, even Lovers Fatality * 

55 — STILLBORN LOVE. 

Tho hour which might have been yet might not bo. 

Briefly stated, the meaning of this sonnet stands 
thus. — A man and a woman love, but the moment when 
their love might find actual fruition occurs not in this 
world nor in time — only in the realm of eternity. That 
moment is, as it were, a child which, totally secluded 

♦ The linos run thus — 

** And I, thy cowering self, in chains grown tame, — 

Bound to thy body and soul, named with thy name,— 

Life’s iron heart, oven Love’s Fatality.” 

According to tho structure of tho sentence, it might seem that “ I ” 
Deiiiro of Love, or Vain-longing) am ** Life’s iron heart, even 
Love’s Fatality.” But to me this seems hardly consistent with the 
general drift of the sonnet, especially the opening phrase, “ Desire of 
Love life~thwarted,'* I understand rather that ** Life’s iron heart ” is 
a synonym of the ** chains ” wherein Desire of Love has grown tamo. 
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from them in time, hails them in eternity as its 
parents. 

The Hour which might have been, but which 
nevertheless might not be — which never actually came 
into being — the Hour which a man^s heart and a 
woman^s heart conceived and bore (which the heart-felt 
longing of a man and a woman forecast), yet of which 
Life remained barren — on what shore does that Hour 
await the breaking of Timers weary sea? That Hour 
has, as it were, become a bond-child to all those con- 
summated joys which have attained a life of freedom ; 
as such it somewhere sighs and serves, and, mute before 
the house of Love, hears, through the echoing door, the 
elect Hours of Love singing in choral unison. But lo I 
what wedded Souls now, hand-in-hand, tread at last 
together the immortal strand with eyes in which burn- 
ing memory lights love homeward ? Behold how that 
little outcast Hour has turned and leaped up to them, 
yearning towards their faces, and crying, ** I am your 
child ! O my parents, ye have come ! 

50 TRUE WOMAN. 

(1) 1IE118ELF. 

To b(‘ a gW(‘ctnc‘H8 mon; (iegired than 

To be a sweetness more desired than Spring ; a 
bodily beauty more cherished than the wild rose-tree’s 
arch which crowns the fell ; to be an essence more j>er- 
meatiug than the drained juice of wine — a music more 
ravishing than the passionate pulsations of the nightin- 
gale : — to be all this lx?neath the swell of one soft 
bosom which is the very flower of all life: — How strange 
a thing ! How strange a thing to be something which 
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man can know but as a sacred secret ! Heaven^s own 
screen bides the purest depth of Woman’s soul, and its 
loveliest glow; closely withheld are these, as are all the 
things most concealed from view; such as the pearl 
environed by waves, or that heart-shaped seal of green 
which flecks the snowdrop underneath 'the snow.* 

57 — TRUK WOMAN, 

( 2 ) HEU LOVE. 

Sho loves him, for her infinite soul is Love. 

She loves him — the man of her election; for her 
infinite soul is Love, vibrating towards him as the 
needle towards the pole-star. Passion in her, as re- 
lated to passion in him, is, a« it were, a looking-glass 
facing a fire — a looking-glass in which the blissful 
brightness is mirrored, and the heat returned. Yet 
move that glass from that single lire — move her pas- 
sion so that it may be exposed to a stranger’s amorous 
flame — and it shall turn, by instant law of contraries, 
frigid as ice subjected to the moon ; while still her 
pure fire clings close to the fire of him for whom it 
burns, — close in the Heart’s alcove. And so they two 
are now one. With wifely breast to breast, and with 
circling arms, she welcomes all command of love — her 
soul fanned to answering ardours. Yet, as morn 

♦ This im;»go will Ih) cLar to any one who has looked with ordi- 
nary attention at a snowdrop, and it needs no explanation. But it 
may bo worth observing that shortly before the time when Rossetti 
wrote this sonnet he was painting the picture entitled The Daijdrcam. 
In that picture the flower now depicted is the honeysuckle; but it 
had originally boon tho snowdrop, and no doubt his recent careful 
observation of tho snowdix)p, for the purpose of his painting, was 
what promptv^d this imago of “ the heart-shaped seal of green.” 
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springs, or as twilight sinks to rest, ah who shall 
say that she deems not still lovelier the hour of hand- 
in-hand, sweet and sisterly? 

58 TUUK WOMAN\ 

( 3 ) IIKH HKAVEX. 

If to grow old in Iloavon is to grow young. 

If to grow old in Heaven is to grow young (as the 
seer, Swedenborg, saw and said), tlum he whose heiivini 
should be true AVoman would be blest with youth for 
evermore— true Woman whom tiiese wejik notes ofmim* 
have sung. Here and hereafter, choral strains of her 
tongue, sky-s[)aees of her eyes, sweet signs that Hit 
about her souPs immediate sanctuary — these would b(^ 
])aradise amid all uttermost worlds. Here on earth the 
sunrise l)looms on the hill, and again withers thereon, 
like any hill-flower: h(*re even the noblest troth dies 
into dust. Neverthel(‘ss the ])romise of Heaven shall 
even yet invest those lovers who have still cherislied this 
test for love : — in every kiss si*al(*(l fast, to feel again tin* 
first kiss and forebode the last of all.* 

* A certain interchangeability of idea find of iina^ory the thingH 
of time syniboli/.ing the thingH of <*tcinity, or ? or rr/W -appeaiK to 
im; to be one <d the- ino«t ruling qualities (»f Itosselli’s poetry, and a 
leading .sounc of that ditlii ulty or elusive chaiaeter which many 
rc^'idors feel in it. The po’sent sonnet is a promimait example, 'i’he 
reader’s mind remains in susp< nsc as to whether the ]»oet is sp^^aking 
of what takes [dac<; in heaven (ui llu* ordinary si nsr; of that term), (/r 
of what takes place on earth. It ajq)ear8 to im,* that, by strict attention 
to the contents of this sonnet, one linds that he only h[K‘akH of what 
takes place on earth. As thus;--!, It h;iH been wihl that to grow old 
in heaven is to grow young. 2, Accepting this, and legJirding dVm; 
Woman as the heaven of man on earth, we can contauve the man as 
peiennially youthful, and blest in being so. 3, Wdn-ther on furth or in 
any other condition of being, the hcjiveiily elements of the woman’s 
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59 — LOVERS LAST GIFT. 

Love to his singer held a glistening leaf. 

Love held forth to me his singer a glistening 
lanrel-leaf, and said: — ^^The rose-tree has flowers where- 
with to lure the bee, and the apple-tree has fruits 
to vaunt ; and golden shafts of corn are in the plumy 
sheaf of the great marshal of harvest-time, the yearns 
chief, victorious Summer ; aye, and beneath the warm 
sea strange secret grasses lurk unattainably between the 
filtering channels of sunken rock-reef. All these are 
blooms of my own ; and to thee, while J?pring and 
Summer were singing, did I give all sweet blooms of 
love. But now Autumn is pausing to listen, with some 
pang of those worse things of the impending Winter 
whereof the wind is moaning. This laurel alone dreads 
no winter-days. Take it as my last gift; in guerdon 
for that thy heart has sung my praise. 


PART II.— CIIANdE AND FATE. 

GO— TRANSFIGURED LIFE. 

As growth of form or momentary glance. 

This sonnet sets forth (what Rossetti profoundly 
believed to be the truth concerning good poetry) that 
the song — l.e,, a poem — is the “transfigured life 

nature w’ould constitute tlie man’s paradise. 4, It is too true that on 
earth everything is foredoomed to death, o, And yet that promise 
of perennial youth, ascribed to life in heaven, is realized by those lovers 
on earth all whose kisses are reminiscent of their first kiss, and full- 
charged with a sense of tliO last. These lovers live in the tender and 
beautiful past, and also in the tender and solemn future. 
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of its author j his essential sell* developed into wonls 
under the control of art. Tlu^ abundant rain of the 
conclusion of the sonnet is not, 1 think, merely tt*arful 
emotion/^ but also '^fertilizing and purifying influence.'^ 
Tearful emotion, however, is clearly indicated in Sonnet 
61, which follows on with Sonnet 60. 

As the growth- of form in a child^s features, or some 
momentary glance in them, will recall to mind the 
fathei*^s face combined with the mother^s— a sweet inter- 
change made all the more precious by memories ; and 
yet, as the years of childhood and of youth advance, the 
gradual moiddings in thost* same features leave behind 
them one individual stamp, (ill now we lind in <he 
bleiuh‘d likeness th<» couiOenance of a separate and ijnle- 
pendent man or woman : — So in tin* Song (in a Poem) 
do the Singer^s Joy and Pain, the very parents of it, 
expand evermore, to bid the j>assion’s fidl-grown birth 
remain, subtly spanned by Art^s transliguring essence; 
and from that song-<Joud, shaped lik(‘ a maiPs liand,* 
there comes tlie sound as of abumlant rain. 

<i 1 TH K S()NO-TH KOK. 

liy thino own tcar.i thy ftiust teaiM begi-t. 

O thou Singer (Poet) ! if thy song is to elicit tears 
from its reader, this can only be consequent upon its 
having been written with tears of thine own. Thou art 

* T suppose it can hardly be requisite to say to English readcfts 
that this is a biblical allusion. After the three years’ terrific drought, 
Elijah announced to Ahab that there was “ a sound of abundance of 
rain.” He then sent up his servant to the top of Mount Carmel, to 
watch : the servant saw ** a little cloud out of the sea, like a man’s 
hand,” and it was followed by “a great rain” (I ch. xviii.). 

The accomplishf-d French translator of TAr Jfofise of Life Madame 
Cl^mence Couve, had evidently not perceived the allusion. 

j*. 
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not in possession of any magic mirror^ other than thine 
own heart made manifest in the poem : thou hast no 
amulet, other than thine own anguish or ardour. Verse, 
if it has as its well-head or cistern nothing but pride or 
love of display in its author, is merely like a feathery 
jet of soul-less fountains flung upon the air. Nay, a 
song over which its singer’s eyelids grew not wet is even 
more dry than is the Dead Sea for throats that thirst 
and sigh. Dream not, O Singer, that the God of Song, 
the God of the Sun, the far-shooting Apollo, is any 
slave of thine. Far from that. Rather is he thy 
Hunter, fledging his arrow-shaft for thy soul. Dream 
not that he has surrendered his quiverful of darts to the 
control — the august control, forsooth — of thy skilled 
hand. No : but, if the loud ery of thy lips leap forth 
as thou hast felt the smarting of his shafts, then, and 
then only, shall the ins])ired reeoil picre(‘ thy brother's 
heart. 

(The phrase the inspired recoil is one of those 
laconisms of verse *vhieh can only be rendered in prose 
by a tedious circuinldeution. The image presented is 
obviously that of an arrow from the quiver of Apollo 
which, after striking the jwet, recoils so as to strike 
another person, the reader. The epithet inspired 
belongs rather to the thing imaged forth than to the 
image itself. It implies that the poem written under 
the acute poetic and personal emotion is an inspiration 
from the Poetic Deity.) 

()il — THE soiii/s srilKHE. 

Some prisoned moon in steep cloud-fast nes-ses. 

Who has not yearned and fed his heart, with visual 
objects such as these ? — a pri.soned moon in steep fast- 
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nesses of cloud, embleming a queen tlirone<l and thralled ; 
or a dying sun whose pyre blazed with momentous 
memorable fire. Who, when sleepless, has not with 
anguish striven to appease that realm — that tragical 
shadow^s realm — of sound and sight conjectured in the 
lamentable night ? All these, and all such as these, 
form the souFs sphere of infinite images. What sense 
shall count them ? whether the sense forecasts the 
rose-winged hours which flutter in the van of Lovers 
unquestioning and unrevealed array* — visions of some 
golden future ; or that last wild pageant of the accu- 
mulated past which clangs and flashes for a drowning 
man. 


()**i — 1 XCT.USI V KN KSS.t 
The changing guests, each in a (Ulfon^nt morxl. 

The changing guests, each in a different mood, sit a1 
a roadside fable, and then arise and dc])art : and in like* 
wise every individual life among them is fi soul’s board 
set daily with new food. To the ^father succeeds the 
son ; the maiden and bride passes into the mother. Yet 
what man has bent over his son^s sleep, to brood how 
that face of the son shall watedi his own, lying cold in 
death ? or has thought, as his mother kissed his eyes, 

* “Span” (not “army”) in the original. I understand— that 
section of human life and emotion which pertains to Love, with all its 
multiplex and varied evolution, equally unquestioned hy the human 
spirit, and unrovexiled to it beforehand. 

t I question w'hether the word “ Inclusiveness” quite indicat<;s to 
the reader what the author meant to convey in tliis sonnet. The un- 
couth word “ many-sidedness ” might be more apt. The gist of fhe 
sonnet — emphasized more especially in its conclusion — is that one 
same thing has different fispwts and influences to different persons 
and accorfling to different conditions. 

¥ i 
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what manner of kiss was hers when his father was woo- 
ing her? Or take this ancient room* in which I [thou] 
am sitting : may it not have its in-dwelling in separate 
living souls — in one for joy, in another for pain ? Nay, 
all its corners may be painted plainly to one soul, 
where heaven shows pictures of a life spent well ; and 
it may on the other hand be stamped, a reminiscence 
now all in vain, upon the sight of lidless eyes in hell. 

64 — ARDOUR AND MEMORY. 

Tlio cuckoo-throb, the heart-beat of the spring. 

The throbbing note of the cuckoo, whioh seems like 
the heart-beat of spring-time ; the rosebiuFs blush, 
which deserts the bud as it grows into the full-eyed, 
fair, unblushing rose ; the summer clouds which salute 
every bird with iires of sunrise and of sun-setting ; the 
furtive flickering streamlets which are re-born to light 
amid new-lledged airs and valorous lusts of morning, t 
while all the daughters of the daybreak sing : — these 
things ardour [anticipation] loves, and memory loves 
them also. And when, in the decline of the year, all 
joys are flown, and the wind swoops onward through 
dark and rent forest-boughs, brandishing the light, 

♦ I suppose this refers to an actual room in Rossetti’s old-fashioned 
house, 16 Cheyne Walk, Chelsea, 

f Those phrases are easier to appreriate undtTinedly than to para- 
phrase precisely. The morning’s “ airs new-fledged ” are (1 suppose) 
airs or breezes as full of fresh animation as are ncw-fl(Klgod birds— or 
indeed airs wherein now-flodgod birds actually disport themselves. 
“ Valorous lusts” might bo synonymizod as “healthy enjt>ying ac- 
tivities.” The ” daughters of the daybreak ” I understand to be in 
some sense birds — but also, in' a more general sense, the powers and 
ministering spirits of the new day. 
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even yet the rose-tree^s verdant leafage^ left alone 
by the withered and vanished rose, will Hush all ruddy, 
though the rose itself be gone : a theme for iidinile 
ditties and infinite dirges. 

(55 — KNOWX IX VAIN. 

As two whose love, first foolish, widening scope. 

The essential point in this sonnet reipiires reile(*tion 
rather than explanation. The idea is that of a man who 
in youth luis been feeble in will, indolent and seatteretl, 
blit who, when too late, wakes up to tin* duty and tin* 
privileges of work. Without insisting overmueh upon 
its value in an autobiographieal relation, oiu* can scarcely 
doubt that this sonnet was written bv its author in a 
moment ot‘ some self-reproach — with a sense of faculties 
untrained and oiiportunities slighted. 

As a man and a woman whose love, at first foolish 
but afterwards wider in .scope, knows sudd(*nly, to musii; 
of the soul, high and soft, the holy of holies; who, 
because crewhile they scoffed, are now amazed with 
shame, and dare not cope aloud and overtly with the 
whole truth — for it seems as if ihen heavim would oixm ; 
yet who, at their meetings, laugh not as once they 
laughed in speech, and indeed at length they speak not 
at all, but, sitting often together, within hoj>(*less sight 
of hope, are silent for hours : — Thus does it hafipen when 
work and will awake too late, and have to gaze aft(*r 
their life which has sailed by, and to hold their brmth. 
Ah who shall dare to search through what sad laby- 
rinthine maze thenceforth their ineommunicahle ways 
[the footsteps of the two never treading together the 
same path] follow the desultory feet of Death ? 
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(56 — THE HEART OF THE NIGHT. 

From child to youth ; from youth to arduous man. 

From a child to a youth ; from a youth to an 
arduous mucli- endeavouring man; from lethargy of the 
heart to heart’s fever ; from a life of mutual troth to 
lonely days laden with dream ; * from trust (faith in the 
unseen) to doubt ; from doubt to the brink of reproba- 
tion — thus much of change ran in one swift cycle until 
now. Alas for the soul ! how soon must she be re- 
invested with her primal immortality — how soon must 
the flesh resume its dust whence it began ! — O Lord of 
work and peace^ Lord of life, Lord — awful Lord — of 
will ! Even yet, though late, do Tliou renew this soul 
with the spirit of duty ! so that, wlien peace shall bo 
garnered in from strife, when the work shall be re- 
trieved and the will regenerate, this sold may see the 
face of Thee, O Lord of death ! 

67 THE lANDMAKK. 

Was tlic landmark r What —the foolish wa ll r 

Was f/i(U the landmark? — Wliat — that insignitlcanl 
well whose water, low-lying, 1 did not stoop to drink, 
but I sat and Hung the pebbles from its brink, sending 
into a pell-mell of confusion, in s])ort, the sky reflected 
in it (and, had I but noted that, doing the like with the 
rellection of myself) — was that properly my turning- 
point ? 1 had thought instead that the stations of my 

From faithful life to dream-dowored days apart.'’ 

This sonnet reads throughout as being an intense personal utter- 
ance: I assume it to be so. The pi-ecise bearing of the above lim‘ 
may bo disputable. It seems to mo to refer to the change w'hich 
came over the author’s life with the death of his 'wife — yet I cun 
by no means assfi't this. 
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course should rise unsought and conspicuous, like some 
altar-stone or some cnsigned citadel. — But lo ! the j)alh 
has been missed by me : I must now ^o back, and shall 
thirst to drink when next I reach that same sj)rinf^ 
which previously I stained, and which may by this time 
have ^rown black. Yet, Ihoui^h now no lio-lit is left 
and no bird shi^-s as here I turn l)ackwards — none the 
less, hastening* on, I will thank (h.d tied tla* same goal 
is still on the same* track. 


• t)S — A I>\KK OVY. 

'I'lic pl'xjiii tli.it uptm 111*' Nsitli aiis. 

The gloom which breathes upon nu* with these 
breezes is lik(' tlie rain-drops wliich strike tlu‘ lirow ot 
the traveller, who, being in darknivss or shadow, knows 
not whether the raiii-droi)s ari- now' l>ringing liim a 1 resh 
storm, or on tlie contrary ar(‘ lint old rain which the 
(‘overt bi'ars. A\\ does this pr(.‘sent lionr bode some 
harvest ot luwv tares (tribulations and disappoint nients) ? 
or does it mercl}' retain the memory of that day wdiosi; 
plough once sowed hungm* in my lu‘art- ~ol* that night 
when at length thon, () prayer ot mim; found vain, 
didst dro[) from among my jirayers ? [I\‘rhai)s th(*r(; is 
room for sonu* better hope: for coiisidtu’.] I low prickly 
were those growths wliich yet, now' so smooth, shed 
along the hedgerows ol* this journey [this actual jire- 
sent jonruev, and, symbolically through that, tlie past 
journey of my life], are lying, by Tiimds grace, until 
night and sleep may afford their solace ! liven as tlu* 
thistledow'n, gleaned from jiath-siilcs ol; the time dead 
and past, by some girl, in autumn-seasons of her youth, 
— thistledown which, in some new year, is to make soft 
her marriage-bed. 
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69 — AUTUMN [DLENESS. 

This sunlight shames November whore he grieves. 

This sunlight j)uts to shame November^ where he 
^ri«^s in dead red IcaveSj and it will not let him shun 
the Jay, though in the forest bough be thickly over-run 
with bough. But every glade receives with a blessing 
high salutation ; while the deer, calling, gaze from the 
crests of hillocks : they ai*e dappled with white and dun, 
as if, being foresters of old, the sun had marked them 
with the shadow of forest-leaves. Here, to-day, did 
dawn unveil her magic glass : here noon now gives the 
tliirst, and takes the dew: and next, when other good 
things shall have passed, eve will bring rest. And here 
the lost hours renew the lost liours [here do I lose hour 
after hour '"], while I siill lead my shadow over the grass, 
nor know, for longing, that which I should do — 
[present sense of pleasure, mixed with vague desire and 
reverie, absorb me fn>ni all (lelinit(‘ action or occupa- 
tion] . 

70 — THE UlUE-Sl MMIT. 

Thin I'uubt-clay of the sun, bis altar thoro. 

In its immediate primary meaning, this sonnet 
manifestly describes a res})len(lcnt day nearing its close, 
and the poet, on a day-long journey, contemplating the 
sunset from a height : and I luiv(‘ no doubt the sonnet 
was the direct outcome of such an incident. On the 
other hand, I am equally satisfied that the imjdied or 
analogous meaning is likewise intentional — that of . a 

* I apprclieml this to be the direct sense : but there maybe somc- 
tbinj.*’ implied to the following effect also— Here do I lose hours dream- 
ing over other hours lost in the distant i^ist. Madame Ccuve puts this 
sense tersely — “ On revit ainsi les defuntes heurcs.” 
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career which, hav^ing reached its shining culmination, 
has thereafter to decline into the shade, and close in the 
night of the tomb. 

On this feast-day of the sun, his altar there in 
broad west has blazed for vesper-song ; and I have 
already loitered too long in the vale, and now I gaze at 
the splendour, a belated worshiper. Yet may I not for- 
get that, while tluis journeying', I had at intervals been 
aware of the ^un^s face transfigured where the leaf- 
fringed horizon falls, — a fiery l)ush with eoruseating 
hair. And, now that I have climbed and won this 
height, I must next trea«l downward through the sloping 
shade, and must travel the (lusk bmvildered tracks till 
nightfall. Yet, for this present hour, I may still stay 
here, and may M‘e the gold air ^'-lvy.tints] fade, and then 
the silver air, and see the last lord fly into the last 

71 — niK (jHoici: ( 1 ). 

Kat thuu arul diiiik ; l<;-iHorr<nv tliou hhalt di<'. 

T need scarcely point out to the read(‘r that in this 
trio of sonnets, T/w Choicrj three theories of human lifi* 
are presented. J^ach of the three > theories is based on 
one simple and irrefragable consideration, 1'o-morrow 
thou shalt die.^^ In Sonnet 1 the deduction is ^M5at 
and drink — the theory of physical enjoyment. In 
Sonnet 2 the deduction is ‘‘ Watch and fear — the 
theory of religious asceticism. In Sonnet 3 the de- 
duction is Think and act'^ — the theory of self-develop- 
ment. These sonnets were written at a very early age ; 
probably about 1 S 17, or when the author was from 
eighteen to nineteen years of age, at a time when 


The world was all before him, to choose.” 



234 


VANTE GABRIEL ROSSETTI, 


From the tone of the sonnets it will be obvious that he 
gave, in anticipation, the preference to Think and 
act^''; in performance he gave the same preference. 
But this was never because he ignored the other two 
theories ; he only refused them co-equal rank. 

Eat thou and drink ; for to-morrow thou shalt die. 
Surely the earth (which, being very old, is also pre- 
sumably wise) needs not the help of thee and me ; we 
need not devote ourselves to its instruction or improve- 
ment. Then loose me, my love, and hold thy sultry 
hair u]) from my face ; so that I may pour for thee 
this golden-hiied wine, brim-high, till round the glass 
thy fingers shall glow like gold. We will drown in 
wine and love all these hours which are passing over 
us : thy song, while hours are tolled, shall leap forth, as 
fountains veil the changing sky. Now kiss me; and 
think on this — that there are really some people, my 
own high-bosomed beauty, who increase useless gold 
and useless lore, and who yet might choose our way — 
how far better a way ! Through many years they toil : 

then, some day or other, they T cannot say they 

die, for in fact their very life was a death ; but at any 
rate they cease to e:^ist, and then close falls the mould 
round their narrow lips. 

72 — Tun cuoicK (2). 

Watch thou and fear; lo-morrow thou shall die. 

Watch thou and fear; for to-morrow thou shalt die. 
Or indeed art thou sure that thou shalt have time even 
to die ? Is not that day which God^s word promises, 
the Day of J udgment, to come at some time which man 
knows not of ? Now while we speak the sun is speed- 
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ing forth iu yonder sky : can I or thou warrant him to 
reach his goal in the West? Perhaps, even at this 
very moment, GocPs breath may be quickening the air 
into a flame; till spirits, who are always nigh us though 
screened and hidden, shall visibly walk the daylight 
here. And dost thou nevertheless prate of all that man 
shall do upon this earth at some future date ? Canst 
thou, who hast but plagues, presume to be glad in the 
gladness of him who is to come after thee? Will kin 
supposed strength slay tky worm, thou being in hell? 
Go to : cover thy countenance, and watch, and fear. 

7d — THE ( IIOK’K 

Think Ihuu Jiiul act ; to-nionow lliou shall die. 

l^hink thou and act; for to-morrow thou shalt die. 
Outstretched in the sun^s warmtli upon tlu^ shore, thou 
sayest, ^^Man^s measured path is by this time nil gon(‘ 
over. Man has been climbing up all Ids j)ast years, 
steeply, with stndn and sigli, until at last he touched 
the truth ; and I, even 1, am he for whom that truth 
was destined. But how should this be? Art thou 
then of so much more account than they who sowed the 
seed that thou shouldst reap from this their sowing ? 
Nay, come up hither. From this wave-washed mound, look 
with me to the furthest rim of the ocean-flood ; then 
reach on thence with thy thought till it be drowned. 
Miles and miles distant though the last sea-line be, and 
though thy soul sail in imagination leagues and leagues 
beyond that — still, leagues beyond even those leagues, 
there is more sea. (And as with the material sea, so 
with the sea of Truth, which man is charged to en- 
deavour after.) 
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74 — OLD AND NEW ART. 

(1) 8T. LUKE THE PAINTER. 

Give honour unto Luke Evangelist. 

This trio of sonnets also, like the Choice trio, is very 
early work. They belong, I think, to the dawn of the 
Prseraphaelite movement (as their tone clearly enough 
testifies) — say from the summer of 1 848 to that of 1849. 

Give honour to Luke the Evangelist; for he it was 
(so say the aged legends) who first taught Art to fold 
lier hands and pray (first made Art, in its Christian form, 
the handmaid of Religion). Scarcely did Art dare at 
once to rend the mist of devious symbols ; but — having 
soon divined how (such natural beauties as) the breadth 
of the sky, the silence of the fields, and this daylight 
which visits us all, are symbols also, in some way far 
deeper than those other direct or arbitrary symbols — she 
looked through these natural beauties up to God, and 
became God^s priest. It miiy be that, when noon was 
past [when Art was halfway through her course], her 
toil began to irk, and she sought out talismans [unhal- 
lowed and unauthorized sub.stitutes for the devotion of 
the spirit], and tuiaied in vain to soul-less rellections 
[re-iinagings] of man’s self through the medium of 
man^s skill : yet now, in this the twilight or evening of 
her days, she might still kneel in the latter-time grass 
to pray again, ere tin* night cometh and she may not 
work. 

75 — OLD AND NEW ART. 

(‘2) NOT AS THESE. 

‘‘lam not as these are,” the poet saith. 

I am not such as these men are ; so says the poet, 
and so says the painter, in the pride of youth, when at bay ' 
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among men in some scxjiety where never comes ))eneil 
nor pen, and shut about with his own frozen breath 
(frozen by the chilly atmosphere which there surrounds 
him). Then, in the cold silence, this poet or painter 
turns to some other men — men for whom rhyme alone 
wins credit as poets, or paint alone as painters ; and 
again he says, shrinking, I am not as these are.^^ And 
allow that this is so, what follows it? If thine eyes were 
set backwards in thy head, such words were well ; but 
thine eyes, on the contrary, see onward, far i)nward. 
Instead of looking to these mediocrities of the present 
day, look to those lights of the great past, lit new and 
fair for the track of the future. Inst('ad of that former 
self-applauding sjx'ei'h, say thou, I am not as ///cAr 
are.^^ 

7 () — OLD VXD \I,\V AllT. 

{Vj no: iiT MOvnMW. 

Though God, MS oiu; tliat is an honsulioldLi’, 

Though (jod, as one that is an householder [accord- 
ing to the proverb spoken by (dirist], called these men 
the lights of the great past^^j to labour in Ilis vine- 
yard first, bidding them, before the husk of darkness 
was well burst, to gro])e their way o\it and bestir them- 
selves (and they, being questioned of their wages, 
answered, Sir, unto each man a penny ; though the 
worst burden of heat was theirs, and the dry thirst ; 
though God has since found none such as these were, 
to do their work like them — yet do not ye, because of 
this, stand idle in the market-place. Which of you can 
know that is not that last man who may, by faith 
and will, become the first ? Yea, his may be the band 
which, after the appointed interval of days and hours 
shall give a future to the past of those first workers. 



2;18 


DANTE GABIUEL E08HETTT. 


77 — sout/s beauty. 

TTndnr the arch of Life, where Love and Death. 

This sonnet, and the sonnet succeeding named 
Body^s Beauty, were at first entitled respectively Sibylla 
Palmifera and Lilith, ' They were in fact written to il- 
lustrate the two pictures by llossetti bearing those titles. 
In the present sonnet the phrases the arch of Life/^ 
her shrine guarded by Love and Death, Terror and 
Mystery,^^ her palm and wreath,^^ all have direct rela- 
tion to the symbolic material of the picture. In the volume 
of Poems (1870) these sonnets were published with their 
original titles, in the section named Sonnets for Pictures, 
and Other Sonnets, It was only when ho completed 
The House of Life, and published it as it now stands in 
th(‘ Poems and Ballads (1S81), that Rossetti saw fit to 
re-name the two sonnets, thus lending them a more ob- 
viously wide and abstract signifieanet'. And it may be 
well to observe that by this same process he lends also a 
wider and more abstract significance to the two pictures 
themselves j and clearly gives us to understand that his 
picture of Sibylla Palmifera shadows forth .Soul’s 
Beauty, while his other picture of hilith shadows forth 
Body’s Beauty. 

Under the arch of Life, where Love and Death, 
Terror and Mystery, guard her shrine, I saw Beauty en- 
throned; and, though her gaze inspired awe, I drew it 
in as simply as I drew in my breath. Hers are the 
eyes which above thee the sky, and beneath thee the sea, 
bend upon thee* ; the eyes which can draw to one same 

* ft will 1)0 observeil tluit this sonnofc begins with tin* first |x'i*son, 
“ T.'* Horn wc obiuo to “ thoo," whirh may moan *‘inon in goneinl,” 
or at any rate all such men as are keenly susceptible to the infiuence 
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law [or loyalty], by sea or by sky or by woman, tbo 
destined bondman of Beauty^s palm and wreath. This 
is that Lady Beauty in whose praise thy voice and hand 
are shaking still — long known to thee by Hying hair 
and by the fluttering hem of her garment [for Beauty 
cannot be caught and captured — it is ever illusive and 
beyond the grasp] ; while the beating of thy heart and of 
thy feet follows her — how passionately and irretrievably 
— in what fond flight, how many ways and days ! 

78 — BODY^S BEAUTY. 

Of Adam’s first wifo, Lilitli, it is tuld. 

Rossetti^s picture <»f A///// represents a beautiful 
woman in modern dishabille, combing out her profus<' 
golden locks. Ilis poem of AVAv/ Jiowf'r ))resents Talith 
as a serpent (this is, I belicM*, a Talmudic legend) who 
bad been changed into the form of woman, and had 
been tlie wife of Adam prior to the creation of Kve; 
being discarded for Eve's sake, she re-consorts with her 
old serpent-mat(*, and ])lots with him the tem])tation 
which is to expel Adam and Eve fnun Eden. All these 
points should be borne in mind as one reads the sonnet, 
Bofi/ys Beauty. Nor should the reader forget a passage 
in Gdthe^s Famt — I give it as translated by Shelley. 
On the Walpurgis-night Mephistopheles points out to 
Faust 

“ Lilith, the first wife of Adam. 

Beware of her fair hair, for she excels 
All women in the magic of her locks , 

And, when she winds them round n young man’s m*< k, 

She will not ever set him free again.” 

of Beauty. When soon afterwards we reach •*///// voice and hand.” 
the author appears clearly to he addressing himself piimarily, and 
others in a subordinate degree. 
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Of Adames first wife, Lilith — the witcli whom he 
loved before he had received Eve as a gift — it is told 
that her sweet tongue could deceive before the snake^s 
tongue did, and her enchanted hair was the first gold 
known to man. And still does she sit, young though 
now the earth is old ; and, subtly conhmiplative of her- 
self, she draws men to watch the bright web she can 
weave [her outcombed hair], till their heart and body 
and life are tangled in its hold. The rose (love) and 
poppy (sleep) are her flowers ; for where is he not 
found, O Lilith, whom shed scent (perfume, as of the 
hair), and softly- shed kisses, and soft sleep, shall snare? 
Lo, as that youth^s eyes 1)urned at thine, so did thy 
spell go through him, and it. left his straight neck bent, 
and round his heart one strangling golden hair. 


71) — Tu n Moxoc ii()in>. 

Is it this sky’s vast vault or ocoau's suiiud. 

Of all the sonnets in the House of Lifey this is the 
one which seems to me most obscure. In fact, I do not 
think that its meaning can be seized by a reader unfur- 
nished with some information which the sonnet itself 
does not supply, I had forgotten (or possibly I never 
knew) what the inspiring motive of the verses had 
been; and I was considerably baffled by them until, 
consulting Mr. Theodore Watts, I was apprised that the 
idea of the sonnet had come to my brother on an occa- 
sion when he was listening to music. Hence the adop- 
tion for the title of the musical term Monochord, 
which is defined as an instrument of one string, used 
to ascertain and demonstrate the several lengths of the 
string recpiired to produce the several notes of the 
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musical scale/** Evidently, however, the word Mono- 
chord is not here applied in this literal sense, but may 
rather indicate ^^the power of music in eliciting and 
meting out the emotions of the human soul/^ Even 
after one knows the primary subject-matter of the 
sonnet, it remains (to me at least) a very difficult one in 
its particular images and form of expression. Its theme 
might perhaps be briefly expressed thus — The mutual 
response of music and of the human soul.^^ In the 
opening lines the poet seems to intimate that the grand 
strains of the music conjure before his mental eye a 
vision of sky and sea. Or, taking a larger view of the 
whole subject, we might say that the point of the 
sonnet is the common essence of all these outward and 
inward matters ; as if one thread (monochord) ran 
through all — vibrated through all. With these rather 
dubious preliminaries I proceed. 

Is it this sky^s vast vault, or is it this occai/s sound, 
which is Lifers self, and which draws my life from me, 
and which, by instinct [self-inherentj ineffable decree, 
holds my breath quailing on the bitter bound ? Nay, 
is it Life, or Death, thus thunder-crowned [crowned 
with the thundrous raptures of music], which, amid the 
tide of all emergency, now notes my separate wave 
[ai)|^als to my individual consciousness, finds me 
out^^ as a single personal existence], and notes towards 
what sea its difficult eddies labour in the ground ? Oh 
what is this that knows the road along which I came 
[evokes so many reminiscences of my past emotional 
life], the flame turned cloud, the cloud re-turned to 
flame [light and obscurity, happiness and unhappiness], 
the lifted shifted steeps, and all the way? this which 
draws round me at last this wind-warmed space [lulls 
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me into meditative quietude], and turns my face, in 
regenerate rapture, upon the devious coverts of dismay 
[lifts me out of despondency, and makes me contemplate 
even past sorrow with a thrill of bliss] ? 

SO— FROM DAWN TO NOON. 

As the child knows not if his mother’s face. 

As a child knows not whether his mother^s face is 
fair or otherwise, nor can yet deem, regarding his elders, 
what is the leading quality of each, but all glimmering 
life surrounds him and his environments, much like the 
glimmering life of a hill or stream at dawn ; and yet 
this same child, towards the noon of his life-journey, 
with the half- weariness already attending it, pausing 
awhile beneath the high sunbeam, and gazing steadily 
backwards, can now trace, as through a dream, new 
features in things long past; — even so the thought 
which is at length full-grown turns back to note the 
sun -smitten paths where first it walked alone — those 
paths once all grey [dim] and marvellous ; and haply the 
thought doubts, amid the unblenehing day, which of 
the — two impelled the more dr the less its onward way 
— whether those unknown things, or these other over- 
known things. 

This sonnet is not, I think, difficult; but it re- 
([uires a certain amount of reflection, which may best 
be condensed into a free paraphrase. — When a man^s 
thought, some act of creative or inventive thought, has 
attained its full development, the man remains dubious 
whether the tentative , stage, when the thought still 
remained obscure to himself, or the realizing stage, 
when the thought assumed express and definite form, 
was the more important factor in the result. This is 
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like the experieuee of a elnld now ^rown up, who 
in childhood does not analyse any of his impressions as 
to the persons that surround him, but in adult a^e can 
recall the impressions, and can throui^h these analyse the 
motive causes of them. 

Si MEMOin VL THHKSllOLDS. 

XV]i;tt plar(' so straii^v, thuuf*h unri vcalud snow. 

The l^oet here cuntem])lates some house in which 
some event of supreme importance in liis past life 
occurred : the most wondrous natural phenomena would 
be less wondrous to him than the m}'sterioiis inter- 
connection of this house, and of his own destiny, past, 
present, and in all future time irreversible. 

What place can be so s( ranine — even though it 
were a place at the last extremity of earth, with 
unrevealed snow and unima^inal)le tires* — as scones 
of long ago, frost-bound and tire-girt [reminiscent 
of anguish and i)assion] ? What passion of sur- 
prise can compare with that ? Lo, I am here at 
this hour, I am myself; and lo, this is the very 
place which those mortal hoiii^s, Innirs of the past, 
immortalize in vain to mine ey(‘s with what I alone 
know — I here present amid hurrying crowds. O thou 
city, one single sim})tt* house-door within thy circuit, 

♦ 1 Biinni.xo tliat UuMssotti may }iav<* tliirikinj^ of tlio « 

Kdgar stiango story, 'I'/te Xtnrafirr uf Arthur (Jorflou Vyrn : 

Pym is ivpreseiitcd as approarliini^ tlu- Antarctic I’olc, and witncKsiii;^ 
marvellous appearances, jiartly in the nature of an auroi'a Ixjrcalis. 
This story — and many of the other storicH ami th<; leading poems 
hy Poe — proved singuhirly fascinating to Kossetti in his youtJi : in- 
deed he always entertained a vory high estimate of the iwjwers of 
Poe, and of his l)est performances. 

% 2 
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reduplicated by some new Power/' must be even yet 
my life-porch in eternity^ this door filled there, as here 
once of yore, even with one presence : or, if otherwise, 
mocking winds must whirl round a chalT-strown floor 
thee, and thy years, and these my words, and myself 
[we shall be connected throughout all eternity, or else 
all wrecked in annihilation] . 

82 — HOAllDED JOY. 

I said — “ Nay, pluck not : let the first fruit he.’^ 

One may postpone fruition till the time for fruition 
is well-nigh past. 

T did once say : Nay, pluck not the first fruit 
— let it be. It is indeed sweet and red, as thou 
sayest : yet let it ripen still. The fruit-trce^s bent head 
sees mirrored in the rivulet its own fecundity, and it 
bides the forthcoming day of fulness. Shall not we, 
at the sun^s hour on that day, take our pleasure in 
the shade, and claim our fruit before its ripeness may 
fade, and eat it from the branch, and praise the tree ? 
But now I say : Alas, our fruit has wooed the sun too 
long : it has at lengtli fallen, and it floats adown the 
stream. Here are tlie last remaining clusters of it. 
Pluck them every one, and let us sup with summer; 
ere tlie gleam of autumn shall set free the pent sorrow 
of the year, and the woods shall wail like echoes from 
the sea.’^ 


♦ /.<?.. this doorway is a>&uciat«.d \uth my past life on earth : this 
same doorway — the exents of my life related to this dooi way- -must 
fashion my fate in eternity. {> 00 , for a -cognate thought, the close of 
t:>ounet 63, Itu'lu»ivenei>s. 
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S; 3 — BAiniKX spiuNo. 

Onf‘0 more Iho chango<l yoar’.s tnrnin" whool returns, 

Oneo more does the eliangpod year’s turning wheel 
return. And as a girl sways balanced in the wind, 
and, now before and now again behind, stoops as it 
swoops, lier cheek laughing and burning, so does Spring 
come merrily towards me here; but she earns no answer- 
ing smile from me, whose life is twimul with the dead 
boughs which winter still must l)ind, and whom to-dav 
the Spring no more concerns. Behold, tliis crocus of 
the early springtime^ is but lik<‘ a flanu' flickering to ex- 
tinction; this snowdrop is but like snow; the function of 
this apple-bloss(mi is but to breed tluit fruit [the apple 
of the Garden of Kdcn] which in its turn breeds the 
serpent’s malice. Nay, as for all these* spring-flowers, 
turn thy face from them, nor stay till on the year’s 

lat(*st lily-stcun the white cup shall shrivel round the 

gold(‘n heart. 

S( FAHnWKCL TO TllU CJTJOX. 

Sweet atrcain-feil ^\lly s{ty favrwell to tlic('. 

Sweet stream-fed glen, why, should I say fare- 
well ” to thee who dost already fare so well, and who 
findest for ever smooth and placid the brow of Time, 
that brow whereon man may road no ruth ? Rather 
would it 1)0 for thee to say ‘‘ far(*-well ” to nui, who 
now fare forth in fanta.sy bitterer tlian erst was mine 

in spots where another shade soothed me by other 

streams, when in fragrant youth the bli.ss of being sad 
made up the sum of my melancholy. And y(*t fare- 
well” to thee ! For hotter slialt thou fare in hours to 
come, when children shall be bathing sweet faces in thy 
flow, and when happy lovers shall he blending sweet 
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shadows there^ than when, an hour ago, thine echoes 
had but to bear one man’s sighs, and thy trees whispered 
what he feared to know. 

85 — VAIN VIllTUES. 

What is the sorriest thing that enters Hell 

The drift of tins sonnet is no doubt clear enongli. 
But it may be worth while to call attention to its double 
character — (1) as an ethical meditation, and (£) as an 
apologue, or spiritual impersonation. — (1) The ethical 
meditation is to the effect that the damnation or eternal 
condemnation of sin is not so dreadful a thing to reflect 
upon as the fact that a soul, sinful at last, may have 
been virtuous at first, and thus, when the soul is finally 
condemned, its virtues maybe regarded as damned along 
with its sins. — (2) The apologue can be presented thus, 
A virtuous deed, the offspring of a human Soul, is a 
fair Virgin, who, were the Soul then to ])ass out of 
earthly life, would become a saint in heaven. But the 
Soul afterwards commits a mortal sin — links itself to 
Sin. The destiny of the Sin is that, when the Soul 
dies, she shall become the bride of the Devil : but, even 
while the Siii is still blithe on earth,’’ the fair Vir- 
gin, the virtuous deed, has her prospective sainthood 
forfeited, and is sucked down hel])less into the pit of 
doom. 

What is the sorriest thing that enters Hell ? Not 
any of the sins — but this and that fair deed which a 
soul’s sin could at length supersede and nullify. These 
fair deeds are yet virgins, whom death, had but his 
knell sounded in time, might once have sainted ; but 
whom now the fiend.s compel together, in snake-bound 
shuddering sheaves of anguish, while the pit’s pollution 
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leaves their refuse maidenhood abominable. Night 
sucks them down, the tribute of the pit of hell, — them 
whose names, half entered in the book of Life, had 
been GoeVs desire at noon. And, as their hair and eyes 
sink last, the Torturer, the King of Hell, deigns not to 
gaze on them, but he yearningly awaits his destined 
wife — that Sin, still blithe on earth, that sent them 
to the pit. 

S(i — T.OST DAYS. 

Tho l<»st (lays of my life until to-day. 

To lose one^s days, to scpiander one's time, is like 
committing suicide in instalments. Every lost day is a 
part of oneself — a self — a murdered s<df. 

The lost days of my life until to-day — what would 
they be like, eould I see them lying on the street, just 
as they fell? Would they present the image of ears of 
wheat, which were onee sown for food, Init have now 
been trodden into clay ? or of golden coins, squandered, 
and still due for ])ayment? or of drops of blood 
dabbling my guilty feet ? or of such sjult water ajt in 
dreams must cheat the undying throats of souls in hell, 
athirst for ever ? I do not see those days here on earth ; 
but, after death, (lod knows I know what are the faces 
which I shall see, each one of them a murdered self, 
with low last breath. Lo, each of them says to me : 

I am thyself — what hast thou done to me ? — And I 
— and I — thyself." And thou thyself to all eternity." 

87 — death's soxosteks. 

When first that horse within whose populous womb. 

The application of this sonnet is not entirely clear 
to me. . It will be observed that, except for its last two 
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lines, the sonnet consists entirely of a reference to two 
acts of heroic self-discipline recorded of Ulysses. Then 
in the last two lines comes the application. This appli- 
cation, as I apprehend it, is an appeal of the Poet to his 
own moral conscience, and relates to the question of a 
noble or degrading tone in the poetry which he affects, 
as writer or reader. Will he, like Ulysses, disregard 
and disdain the blandishment of the song of the Sirens, 
and of the wiles of Helen ? 

When first that [wooden] horse, within^diose peopled 
cavity the death of the Trojans was being prepared (as 
though the offspring of the womb were to be death), 
overshadowed Troy with her approaching fate, tlie Trojan 
elders, having some suspicion that it miglit be freighted 
with Greeks, brought Helen thither to sing the songs 
of her Grecian home. She accoixlingly whispered : 

Friends, I am alone : come, come ! Vriicn Ulysses, 
crouched within the liorse, waxed afraid of what might 
ensue; and he laid his hands on his comrades^ quivering 
moutl\s, and held them tight till Heleu'’s voice was 
silent. This same Ulysses, lashed to the mast of liis 
own ship, there where the sea-Howers screen the charnel- 
caves, passed beside thd island of the song of the Sirens, 
until the sweetness of their chaunt had ceased to be 
audible along the inveterate waves [the waves whose 
dang mingled with the voice of the Sirens, and finally 
overpowered it]. . . . Say, my soul ! — to thee also, 

as to Ulysses, are songs of death no celestial melody [as 
in the incident of the Sirens] ? and does the lip of vic- 
tory call up no blush of shame upon her cheek [as in 
the incident of Helen] ? 
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88 — llEllo’s TAMP. 

That lamp thoii filPst in Eros’ name to-ni^ht. 

[Rosjjof ti^s note-7-Aftor the deaths of Leaiuler and of 
Hero, the^ signal-lamp was dedicated to Anteros, with 
the edict that no man should lip^ht it unless his love had 
proved fortunate].* 

O Hero, the Sestian augurs f shall to-morrow .take 
that lamp which thou fillest to-night in the name of 
Eros, and, for drowned Ticander s sake, they shall plight 
to Anteros its tireless lij). Ay, waft thou the unspoken 
vow; yet dawn^s first light must break oii ebbing 
storm, and on life twi(*e ebbed — Leander’s life and thine 
own ; and meanwhile lo where Love, J)(*ath's ))allid neo- 
phyte, walks beneath no sunrise, by the Avernian lake. 
That lamp shall stand unlit within the shadowy shrine 
of Anteros (lor^ the gods derroe^ till some one man 
shall see a liappy issue to a life’s love, and shall there- 
upon bid its flame to shine. And the lamp may still 
remain unfirod ; for, O my brother, wliat did love — the 
love of Leander and Hero, or thim* own love — hriii" 
either to them or to theeV 


Sit — TIIK TRKKS Of Till'; flAliOKX. 

Y(‘ wild liavo pasM'd Dratli’s liaggard hills, and ye. 

O ye who have passed Dl*ath^s haggard hills [ye the 
dead], and ye [the now living] whom trees which ere- 
while knew your sires shall cease to know, and. shall still 

♦ Rossetti intended to paint a picture of ]Iero with her lamp: it 
remained iinexocutod. This sonnet may probably have been wntton 
to serve as an adjunct to the picture. 

t Augui’S, as. being a Lntin and not a (ilreciuTi appellation, is not 
c^uite correct here. 
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stand silent ! is it all a mere show ? a will-o^-the-wisp 
that laughs [glints and shimmers] upon the wall ? the 
decree of some inexorable supremacy which ever, as man 
strains his blind surmise from depth to ominous depth, 
looks past his eyes. Sphinx-faced with unabashed* 
augury. Nay, rather do thou cpiestion the Earth’s self 
[rather than the generations of the dead and the living.] 
Invoke tlie storm-felled forest-trees, moss-grown to-day, 
whose roots form hillocks on which the children play ; 
or ask the silver sapling what is the yoke beneath 
which those stars, the clustering gems which bedeck 
his crown of spray-like foliage, shall still fare upon 
their journey when his boughs shall have shrunk with 
age. 


()() — nETlK) MK, SATIIANA. 

CJot thoe iiu‘. Kvcn as, hoavv-cuilnl, 


Get thee behind me, Satan. Even as a charioteer, 
with long heavy ringlets, when stooping against the 
wind, can be snatched out of his chariot by the force of 
the blast upon his haif, so shall Time finally be ; and as 
the void car, hurled abroad by reiuless steeds, even so 
the world : yea, even as chariot-dust upon the air, it 
shall be sought and not found anywhere. Get thee be- 
hind me, Satan. Thy perilous wings, often unfurled, 
can beat and break like lath much mightiness of men, so 
winning thee pmise. But do thou leave these weak feet 

* A good deal of meaning seems oondonsed into tlio singl(‘ ('pitlujt 
“ una'bashed.” It indicates (1) that no response is vouchsafed, 
and (2) that the “sphinx-faced decree*’ continues iis portentously 
calm and inscrutahlo as if no question had heen asked and left un- 
answered. 
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of mine to tread in narrow ways * Thou still, upon the 
broad vine-sheltered path,t niayst for certain years and 
certain months and days await the turning of the phials 
of divine wrath. 

91 — XX)ST ON BOTH STDUS. 

\s> whon two juen Imvo IovcmI a woman woll. 

As when two men have loved a woman well, each 
hating tlie other, through :|: Lovers and Death^s deceit ; 
since not for cither of them is this stark marriage-sheet 
of hors [the death-sliroud], and th(‘ long pauses of this 
wedding-bell [funeral-bell]; yet over her grave the night 
and <lay, with cold and heat, dispel at last their forlorn 
f<*iul, and the two lives which can tell the most of her 
may licet to death not other than dear friends ; — Thus 
separate hopes, which in a soul had wooed the one same 
P(*aee [object of dosin', goal of aspiration], strove with 
(‘ach other long, and Peace ultimately perished before 
their faces [tin' aspiration remained unfulfilled] ; thus 
do those hopes, in restless brotherhood, now roam to- 
gether through that soul, and wind among its bye- 
streets, knocking at the dusty inn*^. 

This seems to me one of the most singular of thi» 
sonnets, both in thought and in some [)arts of its dic- 
tion— particularly the close ; one of the most readily re- 
membered, but hardly of the most satisfying. 1 do not 
know what train of thought or of feeling impelled my 

* “ Strait is tlu^ and narrow is the way, which IcJididh unto 
life.” 

f “tVidcisthc gate, and hroad is the w'ay, that lcad<-th to de- 
stniction.” 

^ It may l>e questioned whether in this paswige “ through ” means 
” because of” (motive), or “throughout” (duration). 
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brother to write the sonnet, but should conjecture that 
it was composed at some moment of discontent with his 
own endeavmu's, whether as painter or as poet. Ac- 
cording to this view, the separate hopes which in a 
soul had wooed the one same Peace would be his 
efforts, partly in the form of painting and partly in that 
of poetry, at obtaining eminence (by which I do not 
mean worldly reputation so mucli ns adecpiate self- 
development). This hoped-for eminence is now con- 
templated as unattainable, or at any rate unattained ; 
and the efforts themselves ^^roam together through 
that soul,^^ its obscurer bye-wavs and disused halting- 
places. 


02 — THE SUiVs SHAME ( 1 ). 

Beholding youth and hope in mockery caught. 

Beholding youth and hope caught away, as in 
mockery, from life ; and pidses of life which mockingly 
remain when the souFs death has already come to crave 
for bodily death ; honour unattained by one who de- 
serves it, and attained by another who neither deserved 
nor sought it; and ^penury’s sedulous self-torturing 
thought on gold, which meanwhile is possessed l>y 
one who buys therewith only his own bane ; and the 
longed-for woman longing all in vain for the man 
who, lonely, is distraught with love’s desire ; and 
wealth and strength and power and pleasantness given 
to bodies of men as to whose souls people say — ^^None 
are so poor, weak, slavish, and foul, as they are ’’ : — 
beholding all these things, I behold no less the blushing 
morn and blushing eve confess the shame which loads 
the intolerable day. 
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93 — THE SUN^S SHAME (2). 

As sonic true chief of men, bowed down with stress. 

As some true chief of men, bowed down with the 
stress of disastrous old age, may gaze on blossoming 
youth, and may murmur with self-pity and ruth — 
flight I but possess thy fruitless treasure [that trea- 
sure of youth and opportunity which thou possessest, 
without turning it to any good account], then all 
coming years would bless the blessing thus conferred 
upon me ; then he sends one sigh forth to the un- 
known goal, and bitterly does he feel breathe against 
his soul the swift- winged hour of nearer nothingness 
[death] : — Even so must the world^s grey soul, per- 
chance, cry at some hour to the green world : Woe^s 
me, for whom inveteracy of ill portends the coming 
doom — me whose heart’s old tire is furled [Bickering 
to extinction] in the shadow of shame ; while thou, 
even as of yore, art journeying, all soulless now, yet 
merry with the Spring ! ” 

91— MlCilELANGELO^S KISS. 

Great Michelangelo, with iige^grown bleak. 

Great Michelangelo, grown bleak with age and 
uttermost labours, having on one occasion recounted 
all grievous memories shed u]>on his long life, spoke 
out to one true heart* this worst of all his regrets : — 
That, when, with sorrowing love and meek reverence, 
he stooped over the dying bed of sweet Vittoria 
Colonna, his Muse and dominant lady, espoused to 
him in spirit, he kissed only her hand, but not her 

* This was Cuiidivi, the scholar and biographer of ^lichelangelo : 
it is from Condivi that the statemcat in the t<.*xt comes. 
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brow or clieek. — O Biioiiarruoti, good at Art’s fire- 
wheels,*^ to iirge-ou her chariot — even thus the sonl, 
touching at length some goal attained only with sore 
chastening, earns oftenest but a little. Her appeals 
were deep and mute : her claim — that whicdi she 
succeeds in securing — is but lowly. — But let this be. 
What does Death^s garner [as distinguished from the 
mundane Life] hold for her ? and what for thee ? 

95 — THE VASE OF IJFE. 

Around tho vaso of Lifo' at your slow pace. 

This sonnet (which is a comparatively early ])er- 
formance) is made up entirely of imagery, and requires 
a little scrutiny preparatory to our reading it olY. — 1, 
Human Life is figured as a vase sculptured with a 
bas-relief : the bas-relief rejireseuts a youth running 
a race, which he wins, and stands crowned. 2, A 
certain person, whom we may regard as a man rich 
in faculty and bold in euter}>rise — a man of genius 
— does nut, like other less finely-endowed men, creep 

* UossL'tti hero tulvcs llio .surname Jaionairuoti, and assumes that 
it is compounded of the Avo.-ds “ huoii-a-iuote ” — /./ , “ j’ood at wheels.” 
I think this is decidedly iucorroet. The true derivation of the name 
Uuonairuoti — or liuonarruoto^ for it would be preferable to cunsidir 
the name in its singular nmnber — must be Jhion-arruoto,” which 
means ‘‘Good adjutant” — the, luimary meaning of the Avoid 
“arruoto” hoing “addition, supplement.” Aecording to the con- 
stitution of the Florentine Kepublio, the sixteen Gonfalonier! were 
assisted, or supplemented, by eighty citizens of the plebeian class, 
Avho had to super\iso siitfrages and elections, and declare their 
result. These eighty men Avere teiined “ Armoti,” or Adjutants. 
It seems more than probable that some ancestor of Michelangelo 
Buonarruoti may have distinguished himself by probity in this 
employ, and may hence have earned the name of “ Buon-arruoto,” 
\^’■hich devolved upon his descendants. 



THE HOUSE OF LIFE. 


255 


irouml thisviiso; but turns it from side to side, and 
masters its imaged signiticance. o, He tills it with 
the rapid and ardent experiences of his career, and 
it is tinally to receive his own ashes. — These are tlie 
principal contents of the sonnet: but some details, 
j)erhaps rather obscurely expressed, will remain to be 
considered as we proceed. — I never knew whether my 
brother was thinking of some j)articular '^inan of 
genius ” when he wrote this sonnet : but have always 
suspected that he had in his eye his own early colleague 
in the race of life and of art, the illustrious painter 
whom we now know by the name of Sir John Millais. 

He has not crept at your slow pace around tlie 
vas(‘ of Life; l)ut he has turned it about with his 
hands, and he already understands all its sides, with 
their sculptured imagery. In that imag(M*y — there, 
oiU‘ personage, with his loins girded, is breathing alert 
for some great rac(‘ ; his road runs far, now l)y bare 
sands, now along fruitful spaces ; he laughs, but, 
l)ausing not, he has ])assed through the jolly throng 
who are intent on their ])astimes; he wee])s, Init he 
stays not for wee[)iiig ; at last, still a youth, he stands 
somewhere cr()wn(‘d, with silent *fae(*. And now the 
man who turned this vase about lias lilled it with 
wine for blood ; with blood for tears; with spice to 


’ “ An<l he flllol this vase Aoth hluKil, 

With hlocnl /nr tours, with Hpice/or burning vow, 

Witli watercsl flowers/.ji- buried love iaof<t lit.” 

Thu uso of the word *’ for ” in those lines is not (juite ch iU to iin’. In 
tin* Hist lino “ for” ai»pe:irH 1o mean “inshwl of,” and so pdhaps in 
tho carlior instance in the sc<ond lino: wine instead of lilood, and 
blood instead of te^irs. The next *'for ” appears to mean “on account 
of,” or “ by way of ” : spite by way of burnt-otferinf^. In tin* last 
line “for” has its natural priinaiy sense, following the adjective 
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be burned in fulfilment of a vow ; with watered flowers, 
most fit for a love now buried : and he would have cast 
it shattered to the flood, yet, in Fate's name, has 
kept it whole : and now the vase stands empty, until 
the man's own ashes shall fall into it. 


96 — LIFE THE BELOVED. 

As thy fiicnd’s face, with shadow of soul o’eisproad. 

As the face of a friend of thine, when overspread 
with shadow of soul (deep gloom and melancholy), may 
perchance, at some time or other, have been ghastly 
and strange to thy sight, and yet his face, when thou 
art thinking of it, is never seen under this aspect, but 
wedded to all fortunate favour (with a cheerful and 
serene semblance) ; or as the features of thy love, now 
death-bound, do not ever return to memory^s glass 
under the aspect of death, they contravene frail 
fugitive days, and always preserve* a loveliness more 
living than all later life : — so does Life herself, thy 
spirit^s friend and love, still glow, as Springes authen- 
tic harbinger, with fresh hours for hope to glorify ; 
though she lay pale’ when in the wintry grove her 
funeral-flowers were but snow-flakes shed on her, and 
the red wings of frost-glow rent tlie sky. 

“tit.” Madsiuio Oouvo truusluto^ thus: “Do Sii coupe deboidc plus 
do viii quo do sang ; puis plus do sang quo do larmcs.” If the reader 
thinks that, even after these explanations, the totil drift of the 
passage is not plain, I do not dissent from him. . 

* I miss out the phi-ase “ I ween.” It is a more son y make-rhyme 
here, and so it always is whenever it occurs at tin? end of 4 rhyming 
lino. My brother certainly did not .succumb to it often; perhaps 
not in any passage other than this. 



THE HOUSE OF LIFE. 


257 


97 — -i sri’KiisciuPTioN. 

LtH>k in my face : my iiamo in Might-liavo-beon. 

The subject of this sonnet is the Sense of Loss/’ 
Chietly, the sense of loss in tlie death of one supremely 
beloved is referred to; but we should not wholly exclude 
from the purview the sense of loss in any lost oppor- 
tunity, any duty irrecoverably ne;;^lected, and the like 
(compare Sonnet S(), Lant A/yv). In the present sonnet 
the Sense of lioss is spoken of as remaining’ compara- 
tively dull and passive, under the ordinary conditions of 
life; but as re-asserting itself with direful force at 
moments when the soul feels bt'o-uiled into haj)piness 
or contentment. Then comes the re-action — the feel- 
ing of what ‘^mi^ht have been — the ache of unfor- 
g*iving memory. 

Look in my face : my name is Mioht-have-been ; I 
am also called No-moriv Too-late, Farewell. I hold to 
thine ear the Dead-Sea shell cast up between the foam- 
fretted feet of thy life.^ I hold to thine eyes the ^laes 
wherein is seen that which once had the Form of Life and 
Love, but which, by my spell, has now become a shaken 
intolerable shadow, the frail scrccai of ultimate thing’s 
unuttered. Mark me, how still 1 am. Ibit, if for one 
moment there should dart through tliy soul the soft 
surprise of that winged Peace which lulls the breath of 

• This imag(3 is wordcd.with great ooiideiisiitien^ and may hear serno 
expanding. The person addressed — whom we m iy identify with the 
poet himself* -is figiired (or in strictness his “life” is figured) as stand- 
ing on the margin of the S(;a of Death, hero, hy a rapid v(>rbal analogy, 
fused into the “ I>ead Sea.” Jlis feet are fietted with the foam from 
the Sea of Death. A shell, cast up from tiiis sia, is held to his ear hy 
the embodied “ No-inore,” and it drones out to him the murmurous 
dirge of one already sunk in tl c Sea of Death — the one 1 ov<h 1 and lost. 

It 
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sighs, then shalt thou see me smile, and turn apart thy 
visage to the ambush which I maintain at thy heart, 
lying sleepless with cold commemorative eyes. 

9S— UE AND i. 

Whoncc camo his foot into iny field, and why ? 

This sonnet exhibits the dismal surprise with which 
a man finds that he is no longer himself, and yet is 
himself. lie used to be youthful and buoyant : how is it 
that he is now ageing and dejected? 

Whence came his feet [the feet of tliis new and 
melancholy occupant] into my field [of life], and why? 
How is it that he sees it all so drear ? How do I see his 
seeing,'^ and how hear the name by which his bitter 
silence knows it ? This wa>s the little fold of separate 
sky whose pasturing clouds, within the souFs atmo- 
phere, drew living light from one continual year. How 
should he find it lifeless? Is it he who finds it lifeless, 
or is it I ? Lo, this new Self now wanders round my 
field, with plaints for every flower, and for each tree a 
moan, the sighing wiiuTs auxiliary; and he weeps 
over sweet waters of my life, which yield to his lips 
no draught save only tears unsealed — even in my place 
he weeps. He ? No, I— not he. 

99 — NEWBOKX DEATH. (1) 

To- day Death secm.s to me an infant child. 

This is the utterance of a man who feels himself 
growing old, or for some other reason nearing the close 

* /.e., How do I see some object— any and every object— under 
tho same aspect in which he sees it ? and bow do I hoar it named 
or designated accordingly, although he, in his bitter silence, leaves 
it unnamed ? 
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of his career. My brother was not in fact old 
when he wrote the verses, the date of which is not 
later than ISlJO, when his a<^e was forty-one. Death 
is lij^iired as the child of Life. The child is as yet 
an infant —it is only lnri/jirjif Death: Life sets it to 
dally with the man, so that the two may familiarize 
themselves one with the other before they depart 
too'cther from this world. Wlien , the moment for 
departure comes, will Death be still a mere child, or 
will she be fiill-^Town, and welcome to the man like 
a helpful daughter? In other words — is he to die soon, 
or (mly after a lon^ interval of deeadenec, by the end of 
which he shall wish for death? 

To-day Deatli seems to me fas it were) an infant 
child which her worn mother Life has set upon my 
knee, so that it may ^row to be my fritmd, and may 
])lay with me; if haply my heart mi^dit thus be 
bej^uiled int) tindin^ no terrors in a face so mild — if 
haply niy weary heart ini^ht thus, O Death, bo recon- 
ciled to thy newborn milky eyes, before resentment en- 
sues. How l(mo* is it to delay, () Death? Shall thy feet 
depart aloni^ with mine, still the feet of a youno* child? 
or, on the c<mtrary, wilt thou stand full-^^rown, the 
helpful daughter of my heart, at that time when I, 
to<^ether with thee, shall indeed reach the strand of the 
pale wave which knows thee for what thou art, and 
when I drink that wave out of the hollow of thy 
hand ? 

100 NEWBORN DEATH. (2) 

Ami thou, O Life, tho lady of all hliss. 

In the preceding sonnet we found Death spoken of as 
the child of Life — an image which requires no laboured 
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explanation ; as Life obviously brings forth, or results 
in, Death. In the present sonnet the same image re- 
ceives further development. Life and the speaker had 
of yore been the parents of Love, and Song, and Art : 
or (literally expressed) the speaker had In his prime 
been lover, poet, and painter. As his existence dwindles 
and decays, so those three children have dwindled and 
decayed. Ills Love and Song and Art are now con- 
templated as dead ; and the only offspring which re- 
mains from his union with Life is this newborn 
Death. 

And thou, 0 Life, the lady of all bliss, with whom, 
when thy youthfut heart and mine beat full and fast, I 
wandered till the haunts of men wore passed, and in fair 
])laces found all bowers amiss till only woods and waves 
might hear our kiss,* while we cast to the winds all 
thought of Death : — ah Life ! and must I have from 
thee at last no smile to greet me, and no babe but this ? 
— Lo, Love, the child once ours ; and Song, whose hair 
blew like a tlame, and blossomed like a wreath; and 
Art, whose eyes were as worlds found fair by God. 
These, with neck-twined arms, mixed their breath over 
the book of Nature, ''as we often watched them there : 
and did these die that thou mightst bear me Death ? 

101 — THE ONE HOPE. 

When vain desire at last and vain ro^o’et. 

This final sonnet seems, to me clear. Still, the 
imagery is a little complex, and may bear some wauds of 

* “ Ouj’ kiss ” is certiiinly — according to the scheme of the inmgeiy 
and of |he diction— the kiss, of the spiaker and of (his allegorical 
bride) Life. But here— as in so many other cases in poetry— it is fair 
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ox|>osition. The poet first asks himself the question : 
^^When I die, the piip|)et to the last of desire and 
regret, how' will my soul stand in relation to these feel- 
ings ? looks forward to final peaee of soul — not 

annihilation*; but he queries whether this peaee will be 
attained soon, or after long delay. Then comes (oecupy- 
ing the residue of the sonnet) the image under which he 
figures the possibility of an early attainment of peace, 
lie imagines the Soul, in its new condition, stooping 
‘Hhrough the spray of some sweet life-fountain,'^ and 
culling a (lower inscribed (as the (ireek fancy assumed 
the hyacinth to be inscribed) with some lidtcning, indi- 
cating what is to l>e the boon accorded to the Soul as its 
portion in eternity. What he longs to find inscribed 
upon the flower is the one Hope's one name" — that 
is, the name of tin' woman s\iprcmely beloved u]>on 
earth. 

When at last vain desire and vain regret shall go 
hand-in-hand to death, and all shall be vain, what shall 
assuage the unforgotten pain, and teach the unforg<*tfuI 
Soul to forget? Must Peace be still for a long while* un- 
met like a stream sunk in the soil ? or may the Soul, in 

to underst^md a somethinfi; imi)lif‘d, as well as a Houndhing d<dined ; 
and one pereeives the poet to be thinking inor<3 of soriv! actual exp<'ri- 
enee in 1 qv(j than of his symbolic union with rdfo. 

* Other sonnets which bear upon this point are Nos. IJ7, Tin* Lov‘ - 
Moon ; 4a, Ix>ve and Hope; 14, Oloud and Wind ; 50, Willow-wood ; 
55, Stillborn Love ; 03, Inclusiveness ; (>(i, dhi* Jlciirt of the Night; 
81, ^tpmorial Thresholds ; 85, Vain Virtues; H(i, Lost Days; and 00, 
NowbOm Death. In Nos, 37, 50, 55, and 06, an (*xpc<*tation of im- 
mortality is sufticicntly indicated ; so also (though here th<- jihrasc s 
might bo more open to be regarded as poetical or eonv<-ntioiml tenns) 
in 63, 85, and 86. No. 99 does not afford any clear intimation. Nos. 
43, 44, and 81, express uncertainty — mind in suspense. 
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a green plain, stoop at once through the spray of some 
sweet life-fountain, and cull the dew-drenched amulet- 
flower? Ah when the wan Soul, in that golden air, 
peers breathless between the scriptured petals softly 
blown for the unknown gift of grace — ah let no other 
alien spell whatsoever be there, but only the one Hope^s 
one name — not less nor more, but even that word aloned 
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TADUIiAR LIST OF 
ROSSKTTFS WORKS OF ART 


Ai/ruounn my •'cnoral aocoimt of Rossetti’s Works of 
Art refers to all liis leailiiii;' performances, or to very 
nearly all, anti to a lari^e nninher of examples of minor 
account as well, there art* still st'vt'ral which T have not 
hatl oeeasittn to mentitm in my text — lonntletl as that 
essentially is upon the details tt) he traced in his etirn*- 
spondence. It woultl not, however, seem tlesirablt) tt) 
leave wholly imnametl the ontsidt* works of which 1 
have cotfiiizanee from one Minrtte or anolhttr: anti I 
therefore present, in the form ol' a Tabular liist, an 
aeetmnt, as precise as 1 can well make it, both of his 
])rotluctit)ns mentioned in the text anti t)f thttse tit hers 
unmentioned. The reader will easily distinguish be- 
tween these two dilTerent classes of wtirks bv ttbservino* 
that ftir those which are nameil in my text a referenee 
is always made tt) the proper ptiges, while for tht! 
residual w'orks there is of course no such reference. 

I have given the dates as exactly as I can, from the 
first inception of the several works up to their last com- 
pletion— inclutling retouching, when undertaken after a 
tleflnite interval. Thus the oil-picture now in the 
National (lallery, Eece Ancilla JJomlni, is put dt)wn 
under the tlates 1849-73 : not but that it was fully 
completed towards 1849, for in fact it was both com- 
pleted and exhibited in 1850, but that at a much later 
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date, 1873, some altering or finishiiig touclies— not in 
this ease of very leading importance — were added. 

The subjects of the works are stated brieHy, and, as 
a rule, merely in the words of their recognized titles. 
As some of the examples bear Italian titles, I have 
thought it as well, in those cases where any uncertainty 
could be surmised, to add the English equivalents. 

I have specified, so far as I am able to do so with 
any confidence, the first owner of each work, and also, if 
the work has passed from hand to hand, the present 
owner. This record is, however, extremely imperfect ; 
and, where only one (generally the first) owner is named, 
it must by no means be assumed that the same person 
continues to possess the ])roduction. Since the decease 
of my brother, in 1882, Death has been busy among the 
owners of his works : Mr. William Graham, Mr. Valpy, 
Mr. Turner, Lord Mount-Temple, and I think Mr. John 
Graham, having all died, as wcfil as two members of my 
own family; and the art-collections ot* William Graham, 
Val])y, and Turner, having beim dispersed. The same 
has been the case with the collection of Mr. Ellis. In 
those cases where a work is ])ut down as belonging to 
^^W. M. llossetti,'^ tins sim])ly means (mostly, though 
not invariably) that it came into my hands as my 
brother's executor and legatee; the majority of these 
specimens were sold off at Christie^s in May 1S83. 

In compiling my list, I have naturally had recourse, 
not only to a few catalogues containing details of works 
exhibited or sold, but also to two general lists previously 
drawn up. One of these is in Mr. Sharpes book {DHute 
(iahriel Rossetti y a Record and a St ndj/) , imhlished in 
1882; the other, put together by Mr. J. P. Anderson, 
comes at the end of the Li/e of Dante Gabriel Rossetti, 
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by Mr. Josepli Kuifflit, published in 1SS7. M\\ 

Aiulerson^s list was based largely upon that of Mr. 
Sharp, and I myself lent a helping hand in it to some 
minor extent. Considering the very short time whieli 
elaj)sed between my brother’s death and the publication 
of Mr. Sharp’s book, his list was certainly a remarkable 
specimen of persistent and successful diligence. In fact, 
tiu* number of ittuns which he records exceeds that 
which I now present : he gives d‘.)o, and 1 only ^i77.* 
The reason of this dilTcu*enee is that he went a good deal 
further than 1 have done in specifying drawings with 
indelinite tith's, and preparatory studies : I do not ques- 
tion the discretion which he exercised in relation to the 
direct object of his own book, but it seems to me that I 
should got have done well in following the like plan here. 
Nothing, I think, would have been gained foi‘ my own 
j)nrpose by derailing such productions as several Por- 
traits and other rough Sk(*tehes,” or a pencil Head of 
Lady,” or a chalk Female Head,” or a juuicil Head 
and Bust for the B/iu' liotrrr,^* As regards subordinati^ 
specimens of this kind, including d(*signs and studies 
])reparatory to coloured works which were eventually 
executed, I have ent(‘red in my 'Tabular List all tliose 
which arc directly mentioned in my t(‘xt, but have, as a 
general rule, excluded the remainder: 1 have also l(*ft 
out various sket<‘hes of members of our family, and in 

* Tho iminlMT in iiiy list ought to stainl an TDchu’ No. l.Vi 

J havu entend t\v<j ."•(•ts caitcjcms wliich ought hy lights to boar t\\o 
so^irato iiuiubors : Die hiiuj^h,* fai*t is that ono of tlu-so two hots was 
recallod to iny attonlion aitor iiiy list was othorwiw; coiiiploto in print, 
and t could not well ultor all the ensuing nuinbors &v. Again, 
under No, 224 I have had to insert a second and quite indopt ndont 
Work. My remark as to chissified ^subjoeta &c. remaina aubjoct tu 
the like amendment. 
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especial a large number of small pencil or other draw- 
ings of Miss Siddal (Mrs. Dante Rossetti). Not that I 
depreciate tliese, or the many heads or half-figures in 
tinted chalks to which no distinct titles were given : but 
they could not be clearly identified in such a list as that 
which I am furnishing, and I see no advantage in re- 
peating, time aEter time, some indistinct heading of an 
untraced or un traceable drawing. Replicas I mostly 
include ; but not with punctilious exactness, when a 
composition was frequently repeated, or when the 
original was important, and some reproduction of it 
unimportant. What I here give are, cliiefiy, the works 
in colour; the other works (not in colour, and not pre- 
parations for coloured examples) which bear a definite 
title ; and the portraits, apart from minor family like- 
nesses. 

My Tabular List does not profess to be complete. 
Beyond a doubt some works which ought, according to 
its plan, to be included in it, are omitted, owing to 
want of information or to inadvertence ; and frequent 
instances will be noticed where I am uncertain as to a 
date, or the method of execution, or some other 
particular. I have nevertheless done my best to carry 
it out to the farthest point which I found at present 
attainable. 

I have looked through the list with a view to 
qlassifying the several kinds of subjects. The following 
figures indicate the result: — 

Number. 

Sacred Subjects ... 27 '' 

Historical or Le^endaiy ... 20 

Illustrating Dante ... ... ... ... ... 43 

Illustrating other Writers (Shakosptuiro, Tibullus, 

Walter Scott, Goldsmith, Byron, Gbthe, Cole- 
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Numbor. 


ii(ls:o, Hi-owninj,', W. Bell kSoott, Heine, Kcuts, 
Alliiij^lmm, Tennyson, (’hristinii Bossetti, Old 


Ballads, Aiiibian Nights) 

3.) 

Arthurian 

11 

Inventive or Miscellaneous Suhjeets,,, 

117 

Toilwits 

t)4 


Total 'ill 

Or, if we classify accordin^^ to the 

method of exe- 

cution, the account slands thus 


Oil-pietuies 

t)i 

Mbitereolouis (ineluding Disteiuper) 

„ 101 

Otlur woiks (I’eneil, Crayon, Wocdeiits, (See,) ... IH.) 


Total a": 


TlitMvorks I'over a period of fully years— 1843 to 
18 S 2 . The avei'iiffo of works produced is somethiiij^ 
more than nine pt'r year. 
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ISDEX TO ROSSETTI’S WRITINGS, 


A VKi^Y few words will suliiee for explaiiiinjy tlu? 
seope of this Index. It does m)t (us in the ease of the 
Works of Art) profess to include all the writinj^s of any 
importance, but only those which are mentioned in my 
text. With rei»*ard to these it (‘urries the record a trille 
beyond the text by supply ini»* the actual or aj)proximate 
dates of composition — takiii;^* no C(mnt of dates of i)ul)- 
lication. Wrilin<^s which rianain uiipublislied or un- 
finished are noted accordin'^’ly ; and ail thos(» which ar(‘ 
not marked as prose should be understo(Ml as beino; in 
verse. 

Nothiufj would, I think, have beim o-tiin^ by in- 
cludino’ in the j»res(‘nt imicx those writing’s whiidi my 
text does not mention. The n‘adin‘ who wishes to know 
anythin;^ about them can c<msult the CnUtrlrd 
in which (as my preface to that hcvok indicates) the 
compositions are <;’ivcn with as near an approach to tru<* 
ehronoloy’ical order as my knowledge of the facts, or tin* 
plan of the work, allows. 

1813 Sorrviitina; prcwo ; uniiiiislK'd and uupiibliahtMt 123, 121, 
12.3 

,, Sir Hugh the Itaon; privah ly printed, 121, 1.3!l 
?1814 Bdrgur's Leiiiu'o; trandatiun ; unpuldinhed, 12.) 

184.3 MtTinKM*/8 Cdlumha, (uidejiu halLid in; translation ; nio 
piibli«ho<l, 12.) 

„ To Mary in Siiiniiier ; impuhlished, 1 17 
1845*0 The Niheliingeiilied ; traiLslation ; untininhed and unnuh- 
lished, 12.) 

? 1840 Diary by Uos8<dti ; uripuhlihlied ; prosit, .31 
? 1846-7 Henry the l>a>or; tiauslalion from Dor Anno Heinrieh, 
12.3, 10.3 
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? 1846-81 Danto G. Rossetti’s Collected Works, xii, 129, 131, 133, 
156, 165, 289 

? 1847 The Choice, 147, 233 

1847-8 Dante’s Vita Nova ; translation; prose and poetry, 134, 
138, 142 

-0 The Early Italian Poets; translations, 5, 89, 134, 138, 

” 140, 141, 142, 146, 152, 153, 169 , 160 

Dante and his Circle; translations; prose and poetry, 

” ” 152, 153, 160, 161 

V .60 The Bride’s Prelude (or Bride-chamber Talk) ; unfinished, 
127, 131, 172 

„ -69 The l*ortrait, 126, 143 
,, The Blessed Daiiiozel, 74, 86, 125, 126 
!My Sister’s Sleep, 127, 128, 149 

, -70 Poems (Vol.), 5, 56, 70, 117, 126. 135, 147, 149, 151 to 
155, 159, IGl, 164, 167, 169, 172, 173, 174, 182, 238 
„ .81 The Houi-e of Life, 56, 148, 169, 171, 172, 179 
„ „ Ballads and Sonnets (Vol.), 5, 117, 152, 161, 170, 172 to 

175, 182 

? ,, -82 The Dutchman’s Pipe; unpublished, 175 
y 1848 Autumn Sun^jp, 166 

1848-9 The Girlhood of Mary Virgin; 2 sonnets, 9, 126, la2 
? 1848-69 The Card-deahT, 149 

? ,,-70 St. Agues of Intercession; prose; unfinished, 131, 132, 

151 

1849 London to Folkestone, 129 
,, Boulogne to Amiens and Paris, 129 
,, Th(‘ St ai least! of Notre l)am<% Paris, 129 

,, On Iht! Place de la Pastille, 129 
,, For a Veiu tian Pastoial by Giorgione, 129 
Oil tin* Louvrt' Galltuy ; unpublished, 129 
„ On a Cancan at the Salle Valentino; unpublished, 129 
On a liust Visit to the liOuvrt^ unpublished, 129 
]] Last Sonnets in Paris— 3 ; unpublislu'd, 129 

For Ruggieio and Angelica, by Ingres; 2 sonnets, 129, 149 
,, From Paris to Brussels, 129 

,, I/Knvoi ; unpublished, 129 

On tht' Hoad to Waterloo ; unpublished, 129 
’’ The Field of Waterloo ; unpublished, 129 
,, Return to Brussels; unpublislied, 129 
,, Near Brusstds— a Halfway Pause, 129 

„ Bt'tween Ghent and Bruges ; unpublished, 130 
,, Antwerp aiid Bruges (or The Carillon), 130, 131 
,, Hand aiul Soul ; prose, 148, 149, 151 
y „ Ave, 147, 148 
y ,, A Song and Music, 149 

? 1849-52 Dante at Verona, 17, 143 

1849-65 P The Sea-limits (or Boulogne Cliffs), 128 
1850 The Mirror, 133 

? 1850 A Last Confession, 127, 149, 153, 167 
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Jenny, M3, 151, 107 

l\iole’s j*it‘ti!re, ’I'ht* in It ily ; pr«>^e, 133 

'rile Mtulern l*i<tunH<»£ All Nat-onn, Li<htii‘Ul lleii'e, 
iritiniio; jiro'^e, 133 

KxhiOition of Sketihesand Dniwinj^s : eritujne ; pn»M', l.il 
'rile lldViltm id Nliieveh, 137, 139 
\VelIiriu-t**n’H Vum i'iil, 135, 13(i 
'I'he SUilf an I Seiip. 1*27 

8enn. t in» MeCniekeii; panxly frntn 'J’i Tinyson's I\rak« n . 
unpiiMisheJ, 1 I 

Sister Mi J. n, 13S, I i\). Ml!), 171 

lliMuty ami tin* Mini (<>1 'I'iu* litillfiiieh). M7 

'rii<‘ I'aNSifVi r in lie* M'jIv F.miilv, Ml) 

M a«l<>\ liniwn .s 1‘n liius in 1 i* V( i pm*! ; eiitiiiue; jimis,., 
139, MO 

Ma<le\ llniwn - <• In “ Mi-n ef tin* 'I’iine ” ; pruii**, I 

(>11 a M ullii iiy-tn-i‘ pl,int« I by Sh.»kisi»eari', l'»i 

Known in \*ain. 1S3 

A \< w 5'i iiV Mnub'ii, 100, !09 

L<»>t I)i\s, lii'.i, is 3, 257, 201 

V.iin \'ii t m s, 20»l 

( >n tie Kh mil Lib-nitiiHi of Italy. jnival«'ly printed, MS 
K t\ e‘> No. turn, 1 13 

M il s M iicd ilem* at (le I >oor of Snmni tile Phai mee. M’3 

A lattb Wliib’, l<’a> 

'I in* Sojiij: <»!’ tin' lb»'\ • i , 171 
1 m liisi\'» ),« hs, 2 M, Jo I 
(’a«^amlla, 07. I 19 

Life of W’lliiaiii lllaki', ( 5ni<ributionrt to; prom', Ml, 105, 
170 

llody’s Hcauly for I/nly IJlitb), 01, 115, 23.S 
Vi iin.s N’i'i tii iirdia, 1 15 

Soul's Ueautv fi»r Sib\lla Malinifei a), 55,50, (14, 91, M5, 
238 ’ ' • 

Aspi-M.i 5fiMlii.s.ii, 5S, 1 15 

Nuptial Slei*p (or Tlaiata Viuiere), 118 

'I’ln' Love-moon, 201 

Kden Lower, 150, 171, 239 

'Llm ( ili'ii, 1 50 

d'roy 'i'ovvii. 150, 151 

'Lhi* Stream's Si‘< r<*t, M9 

'I'ln* nrthard-i)it ; unfiniHhed, 149 

Willow-vvijod, MO, 210, 201 

Ilroki ii Alusic, 109 

Stillborn Love, 183, 201 

'idle ( )iie 1 lope, 183 

Newborn Death, 201 

Elwjnezer Jones— Notire in Nolen and (inrrieH, prose, 107 
Down Stream (or 'Lhe Uiv4*EH Iteeoid), 155 
Laixarola, 155 
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1871 Cloud Confines, 94, 155 
„ Kose Mary, 155 

„ Sunset Wings, 155 

„ The Stealthy School of Criticism; prose, 143, 158, 182, 216 
„ Ballad on The Fleshly School of Po^j^ ; unpublished, 158 
„ Letter to Robert Buchanan ; prose ; ppublished, 158, 1 59 
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? „ Three Shadows, 174 

? „ IjOvc and Hope, 261 
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1872 Proserpina, 160, 165 
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163 
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1874 Winter, 165 

„ Oliver Madox Brown; sonnet, 166 
‘r ,, The Heart (»f the Niglit, 261 
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1875-81 Samuel Palmer, Observations on ; prose, 173 
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prose, 99, 100 
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„ To Philip Bourke Marston; sonnet, 168 
,, Cyprus; sonnet; unpublished, 168 

1880 Sonnet on The Sonnet, 111, 169 

„ John Keats; sonnet, 170 

„ m White Ship, 170, 171 

„ William Blake; sonnet, 170 

„ Thomas (^hatterton ; sonnet, 170 

„ Samuel Taylor Coleridge; sonnet, 171 

„ Pride of Youth, 171 

1880-1 The King’s lYaj^edy, 171 

1881 Tiber, Nile, and Thames, 171 

„ Michelangelo’s Kiss, 171 

,, Czar Alexander the Second, 171 
„ True Woman, 171 

1882 The Sphinx; 2 sonnets; unpublished, 93 
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Bodloy, G. F., 59, 111 
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Brown, Ford Madox, 3, 5, 6, 14, 15, 21, 24, 29, 38, 44, 59, 60, 78, 94, 
101, 133, 135, 139, 140, 155, 162, 164, 166, 170 
Bo. Chaucer, by, 140 
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Brown, Oliver Madox, 94, 166 
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Browning, Kobei*!, 7, 146, 162, 268 
Do. Paulino, by, 162 

Do. Pippa Passes, by, 9 

Bruce, llcv. W., 67 
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Buchanan, Herbert, 156, 158 

Do. The Fleshly School of Poetry, by, 156, 159, 160 

Buonarruoti, Michelangelo, 163, 254 
Burlington Club, The, 9, 31 
Burton, Sir Frederick, 64 
Butterworth, 48 
Byron, Lord, 7, 268 

Do. The Deformed Transformed, by, 124 

Do. ^lanfred, by, 124 

Do. Siege of Corinth, by, 7 

Caine, T. Hull, 113, 114, 116, 126, 169, 171, 175, 183 
(.‘ampbell. Major Calder, 127, 128 
(.hrv, F. S., 6 
Catholic World, The, 154 
Ceiitury-txuild llobby-horse. The, 146 
Chatham Place, No. 14, 37 
Chatterton, Thomas, 171 
Cheyne Walk, No. 16, 62, 79, 113, 228 
Christ Church, Kogent’s Park, 66 
Christie, Messrs., 37, 103, 266 

Do. Catalogue of Rossetti Sale, xii, 17 

Chronicles, Book of, 210 « 

Clabburn, 82 
Cobb, 118 

Coleridge, 95, 171, 268 
Collinson, James, 5, 130 

Do. The Child Jesus, poem by, 130 

Colvin, Sidney, 151, 158 
(kmOivi, 253 

CAmtomporary Review, The, 156, 157 
(;onway, Moncure D., 166 
Cornhill Magazine, The, 142, 143 
Cottingham, 14 

Couvo, Clemonce, La Maison do Vie, by, 225, 232, 256 
Cox, Sermant, 133 

Craven, Frederick, 60, 61, 66, 67, 62, 75 
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„ Convito, by, 108 

„ Vita Nova, by, ^8, 20, 21, 00, 100, 107, lOS, 1 12 
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Dannesb^tor, Jainea, 174 
DanneHletor, Madame, 171 
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Devere 1, Walter Howell, 5 

,, As You lake It, jaeture by, 20 

Diamond Watch, The, 124 
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Fortnij^hlly U<‘vi<!W, The, 146, 158, 101, 100 
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Free Exhibition, Hyd(! Park (.’orner, 8, 120 
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Fry, (darenca', 94, 97, 99 
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(himbiirt, El nest, 38, 45, 51, 53, 61, 72, 81 
(lamlxTale, Lui;^i, 107 
(tericault, 92 

Germ, The, 5, 127, 130 to 133, 1 18 
Gesta Ikmianorum, 127 
Ghent, 127 

Gilchrist’s Life of Blake, 144, 146, 165, 170 

(rilchrist, Mrs., 170 

Gillum, Colonel, 38 

Glasgow Exhibiiion, 97 

Goiasmith, Oliver, 268 

Goss, Captain, 39 

Gothe’s Faust, 123, 239, 268 

Graham, John, 65, 71, 266 

Graham, William, 41, 64, 65, 66, 71, 73, 74, 76, 78, 84, 86, 87, 89, 90, 
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(Treen, 158 

(Iron von or Gallery, 90 
Guasti, 163 
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,, I’arablos and Talcs, by, 161 
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Ib'aton, Miss, 26, 27, 42, 61 
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llc.'iton and llrayshay, 79, 82 
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HeujJi^h, John, 47 

jj^ate (Jemeteiy, 150 
Hort’mann’s Cont(‘S Fantastiques, 125 
Hof^arth f/lub, 30 

Howell, Charles A., 80 to 83, 87, 88, 01, 07, 100, 105 

Howitt, Mrs., 138 

Hu(4ter, Dr. Franz, 163, 161, 165 

Hueffer, Mrs., 161 

iluf;hc's, Arthur, 33, 112 

Hunt, Deig^h, 162 

Hunt, Wm. Holman, 5, 8, U), 14, 23, 29, 38, 127, 128, 132 
Do. liienzi, by, 8 

Do. Sylvia rescutai fr<un Proteus, by, 10 

Do. J'he Awakened Gunscience, by, 24 

1 1 un tor’s Forostal, 101 
Ida, 27 

lonidos, Constantine, 109 
Joan of Are, 173 
Johnson, 63 

Jones, Kbenezer, 128, 167 
Jones, Kdward Bume, 32, 59, 60, 138 
Keats, 7, 171, 268 
Kt‘gan Paul and Co., 174 
Keij-^htley, Thomas, 24 

Kelmscott Manorhouse, 55, 74, 79, 155, 160, 166 

Keoini, 43 

Kings, Book of, 225 
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Kirkup, liaixino, 16 

Kne\v>tub, \V. J., 61 

Knight, Joseph, Lift* of Hossotti, hy. ‘i67 

I^jirulster, 'I'lioiiijis, ir»l 

Lun^ridji^i*, Ih v. Mr., 171 

Laurio, 97 

Ia‘athait, Jaim‘s, 3r>, 39, 40, .'>7, SO 

Lovland, F. Ih, 41, 63, 76, 77, SO, S3 (u 86, 88. 89. 99. 93. 96.. 100, 
109, 105, no, 117 
Linton. \V. .1., 98 
Littlo Holland IIoup(‘, 149 
Livfipool Atadoiny, 139, 140 
Lyoll, ( 'hai h^s, 8 
L\oll, Loonard, 8 
Mct’onncl, 69, 63, 77 
Mc‘(V.u kon, 1 1 to 91. 93, ;i(J, 131 
Mack» n/io, Mi.-'S, 13 
M.icliso, Daniol, 167, 168 
Macnnllin, 111 
Ma^a/iiu' of Art, xii 
3Iain, l)aNi<l, 169 

Do. Lollcctiiai of Sonno(>, by, 16>9 
Man<ht^tor Ait Schools Kxlnbition, lo:t 
Maiks, .Mill ray, 81, 95 
ISfai shall, Frank A., 159 
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iVIaiston, Hr. Wostland, lol 
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^lailin, Sir 'riu'odorc, 91, 159 
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lyiilkiis, Sir John Kvorett, 5, 8, 11, 90, *>0, 131, 9*).i 
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Do. Koits’s Lsabclla, by, 8 

Miller, Jolin, 15, 39, 46, 48, 59 
Miller, Peter, 48 
Millet, 50 
^titehcll, 44 

Morris, Miss May, 80, 86, 93 

i'kiorris, William, 39, 36, 40, 43, 59, 00, 74, 138, 151 

lilom's, ^Irs. William. 75. 88, 110 

Moms and Co , 59, 00, 06, 266 

Monnt-Temple, T^tidy, 98 

^lount-Teniple, liOrd, 56, 98 
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Moxon; Edward, 28, 29 
Munro, Alexander, 33 
Murray, Charles Fairfax, 110, 180 
Munny, John, 134 
National Gallery, 11, 96 
Ncttleship,' J. T., 158 
Niles, 167 

Norton, Charles Eliot, 444 
Notes and Queries, 167 
Novello, Messrs., 166 

Oxford and Cambridge Jllagazine, The, 6, 138 

Oxford Union Hall, 32, 67 

Pall Mall Gazette, The, 168 

Palmer, Samuel, 173 

Paris, 127, 129 

Parsons, Willium, 80, 82, 85, 88 

Patmore, Coventry, 9, 37, 138, 140, 141, 142 

Paton, Sir Joseph Noel, 62, 97 

Ponkill Castle, 147, 150 

Piotrocola- Rossetti, Teodoiico, 12 

Pilgeram and Lefevre, 76 

Pistrueei, Filippo, 7 

Plint, 30, 36, 38 

Pliny, 151 

Pocoek, 134 

Poo, Edgar. “ Gordon Pym,” by, 243 
Polidori, Cnarlotte, 14, 19 
Polidori, Frances M. L. (see Rossetti). 

Polidori, Margaret, 66 
Pollen, Hungerford, 33 
Poole, li. F,, 133 

Prooniphaelito Brotherhood, 6, 130, 132 
Prange, 81 

Prinsep, Valentine, 33 ^ 

Kao, George, 3, 41 to 44, 49 to 62, 64, 65, 56, 68, 73, 77, 81, 83, 88, 89, 
90, 93, 103 
Il6gnault, 92 
lletzseh, 123 
Rintoul, R. S., 133, 134 
Roberts Brothers, 159, 167, 173, 174 
Rose, James Anderson, 40 

Rossetti, Christina Georgina, 6, 9, 13, 60, 101, 169, 171, 176, 269 
Do. Goblin Market, &c, by, 39 

Rossetti, Elizabeth Eleanor, 6, 22, 27, 37, 40, 66, 83, 143, 144, 1^, 
160, 230, 268 

Rossetti, Frances M. L., 4, 8, 13, 25, 101, 111, 142, 145, 160, 166, 169, 
171, 175 

Rossetti, Gabriele, 4, 12, 13, 16 
Rossetti, Maria Francesca, 6, 166 

Rossetti, Wm. Michael, 5, 13, 33, 132, 142, 168, 165, 172, 266, 267 
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Rossetti, l^frs. Wm. Michael, 93, 164 
Rowley, Charles, 79 
Royal Academy, 5, 6, 8, 68, 133 
Royal Academy Ciitaloguo, 1883, 35 
Rudd, 154 

Ruskin, John, 14, 15, U to 27, 31 to 35, 37, 48, 49, 60, 52, .^3, 138 lo 
143, 145, 146, 147 
Samuelson, Edward, 114, 116 
Hass’s Academy, 6 
Sea lauds, 73 
Hehlemilil, Peter, 124 
Scott, Sir Walter, 7, 268 
Scott, Wm. Bell, 18, 40, 147, 150, 162, 268 

Do. ^lary Anno (or Itowibell), by, 18, 162 

Seddon, John P., 34, 44, 118 
Seddon, Thomas, 28, 34 
Shakesjaaro, 7, 268 

Sharp, William, Ibcord of 1). O. Rossetti, by, 111, 266, 267 

Shelley, 7, 162, 239 

Shepherd, Richard llearne, 167 

Shields, Frederick J,, 25, 50, 61, 62, 63, 70, 102, 173 

Sidcbil, Klizabith Eleanor {ftee Rossetti). 

Sniethain, Janies, 145, 146 
Smith, Abli rson, 81 
Smith and Elder, 131, 141, 146, 153 
Soulie’s Memoins du Diable, 125 
Sp(‘ctator, ^J'he, 133 
Stanhope, S[)ene(‘r, 33 
Stephens, Frf‘dcric George, 5 
Stevenson, 78 

Stillman, Mrs., 65, 66, 92, 102 
StiatigCNvays, 117 
Sumner, Mrs,, 98 

Swedenborg, 223 a , . 

Swinburne, Algernon C., 32, 145, 151, 15.1; 155, 158 

Do. and Win. Rossetti, Notes on Royal Academy 

Exhibition, by, 145 
Symonds, J. Addington, 163 
Tait’s Magazine, 20 
Talcs of Chivalry, 175 
Tauchnitz, 163 
Taylor, J. E., 1.34 
Taylor, Sir Henry, 152 

Do. Phdip van Artevelde, by, 50, 152 

Tefcbs, Mrs., 66 

Tennyson, Loid, 7, 14, 153, 269 

* Do. The Princess, by, 27 

Do. Two Voices, by, 29 

Do. Vision of Sin, by, 29 

Thackeray, 142, 143 
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Thoraaft W. e&ve, 133 
Thursiimd, 67, 151 
Tibullus, 268 
Times, The, 99, 164 
Tinsley’s Magazine, 149 
Toug^ (U 

Trevwyan, Lady, 30 
TriSt, 44 

Trowan, 78, 80 ** 

Turner, W. A., 76, 102, 103, 106, 109, 168, 266 
Valpy, Leonard K. , 64, 78, 85, 87, 88, 100, 104 to 
172, 266 

Wagner, Hichard, 164 
Wadcer Gallery, Liverpool, 113, 115 
Watts, Theodore, 168, 175, 240 
Wiihh, Philip, 59, 60 
Wellington, Duke of, 135 
White, 28 
Wigan d, 39 

Wilding, Miss, 85, 86, 92, 96 
Williams, Dr. Llewellyn, 150 
Williams, Miss, 107 
Wiseman, Cardinal, 130 
Woodward, Benjamin, 32, 83 
Woolncr, Thomas, 5, 132 
Wordsworth, 136 
Working Men’s College, 145 
Wynn-Lllis, 20 
Zaiubaco, Mrs., 80 
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Field Naturalist’s Handbook, The. By the Rev. J. G. Woon 
and TnKnooRK Woon. 58. 

Figuicr’s Popular Scientific Works. With Several Htmdred Illutlra* 
tioiis in each. 3a. 6d. c.ach. 

The Human Rai k. I Tnu Ocean Woru>. 

WoRi o Bekokk iim Dkluc.k. j The VF<.E'i;AtU2E World. 

Rkpiii.es and Birds. j 'I'hk Insect Wnai.o. 

M\mmaiia. 

Fine-Art Library, The. Filucd by Iohn .Sparkes, Prinelfial of the 
South Kensington Art Sch<ji*U. Each Book contain* Atx>tit too 
Hlusirations. 5s. each. 

Engraving. 

Tapes! KY. 

The Kngi ism Scmooi. ok Paint- 
ing. 

The Flemish Sr hool ok Paint- 
ing. , IiikD' I > h Sch<x)L or Pain mnc;. 

Flora’s Feast* a Masque of Flowers. With Coloured Designs by 
Walter Cranp.. 5s. 

Flower Painting in Water Colours With Coloured Pl.u cs. Finst 
anti Second Scries. 58. t.u:h. , 

Flower Painting, Elementary. With Fight Coloured Plates. 38. 

Flowers, and How to Paint Them. By Maud Nai tel. With 
Coloured Plates. 5a. 

Forging of the Anchor, The. A Poem. By Sir Sam< kl Fkk<.lson, 
LL.D. With 20 Original lllustr.ittons. (hU edges, 58. 

Fossil Reptiles, A History of British. By Sir Hichakd Owen, 
K.C.B., F.R.S., &c. With 268 Plates. In Four VoIm., £12 xas. 

France as It Is. By Andki^ I.i hon and 31 aul Pkikt. With J hree 
Maps. Crown 8vo, cloth, 78. 6d, 

Franco-German War, Cassell's History of the. Two Vols. Wuh 
50O Illustrations. 98. each. 

Fresh-water Fishes of Europe, The. By Prof. If. G. Skblev, F R.S. 
Cheap Edittott. 7s. 6d. 

Garden Flowers, Familiar, By Shiki pv Hiio.HwrL Wh'ih Coloured 
Plates by F. K. Ht lmk, F.L.S. Complete in five .Scries. 12 %. 6d.cach. 

Gardening, Cassell’s Popular. Illustrated. 4 vols., 58. each. 

Geometrical Drawing for Army Candidates. By H. T. Liiiev 
M.A. 2s. 

Geometry, First Elements of Experimental. By Paul Bert. ii.6d. 

i(feometry. Practical Solid. By Major Ross. as. 

Germany, William of. By ARcmnALD Foruks. Cloth, 3s. 6d. 
Gladstone, Life of W. £. By G. Barnk/i r Smi r h. With Portr.iit. 3s. 6d. 

Gleanings from Popular Authors. Two Vols. With Original HUik- 
tratioiis. 4to, 9s. each. Two Vols, in One, 158. 


, Thk EnuiAnoN or riis Artist, 
I (Nun-illusir.ited.) 

(ihP.KK .AlU H AfiU <H,Y. 

Am isric Ana it>MV. 




^iJeetions from Cassell # Company's Publications, 


Great^ Painteri of Chriatendom, The, from Cimabue to Wilkie. 

^ By John f orbeaIRobertson. Illustratecithroughout. 12s, 6d. 

Gulliver's Travels. With 88 Engravings by Aorten. Cheap EdUion^ 
Cloth, 38. 6d. ; cloth gilt, 5a. 

Gum Boughs and Wattle Bloom, Gathered On Australian Hills 
and Plains, By Donald Macdonald. 5s. 

Gun and its Development, The. By W. W. Greener. With 500 
Illustrations, xos', 6d. 

Guns, Modern Shot, By W. W. Greener. Illustrated. 5s. 

Gunmaker of Moscow, The. By SylVanus Cobb, Junr. 3s. 6d. 

Health at School, By Clement Dukes, M.D., B.S. 7s, Cd. 

Health, The Book of. By Eminent Physicians and Surgeons. Cloth, 
ais. ; Roxburgh, 258. 

Health, The Influence of Clothing on. By F. Treves, F.R.G.S, as. 

Heavens, The Story of the. By Sir Robert Stawell Ball, LL.D., 
F.R.S., F.R.A.S. With Coloured Plates and Wood Engravings. 31a, 6d. 

Heroes of Britain in Peace and War. In Two Vols., with 300 
Original Illustrations. 5s. each ; or One Vol., library binding, lOs. od. 

Homes, Our, and How to Make them Healthy. By Eminent 
Authorities. Illustrated. 153. ; Roxburgh, iSa. 

Horae, The Book of the. By Samuel Sidney. With 28 Fac-simile 
Coloured Plates. Enlarged Edition. Demy 410, 353.; half-morocco, 45s. 

Household, Cassell’s Book of the. Vol. I. 5s. 

Household Guide, Cassell’s. Illustrated. Four Vols., 20s. 

How Dante Climbed the Mountain. By Rose E. Self k. Illustrated, as. 

How Women may Earn a Living. By Mercy Grogan. 6d. 

India, Cassell’s History of. By James Grant. With about 400 
Illustrations. Library binding. One Vol. t$s. 

Indoor Amusements, Card Games, and Fireside Fun, Cassell’s 
Book oU llluairatcd. 3s. 6d. 

Irish Parliament, The ; What it Was and What it Did. By J. G. 
Swift MacNeill, M.A., M.P. is. 

Irish Union, The; Belore and Alter. By A. K. Connell, M. A. 28 . 6 d. 

John Parmelee’s Curse. By Julian Hawthorne, as. 6d. 

Karmel the Scout. A Novel. By Sylvanus Cobb, Junr. Cloth, 3s. 6d. 

Kennel Guide, The Practical. By Dr. Gordon Stables, is. 

Khiva, A Ride to. By Col. Fred. Burnaby, is. 6d. 

Kidnapped. By R. L. Sohivenson. Illustrated Edition. 5s. 

King Solomon’s Mines. By H. Rider Haggard. I llustraUd Edition. 

Ladies’ Physician, The. A Guide for Women in the Treatment of 
their Ailments. By a Physician. 6s. 

Lady Biddy Fane, The Admirable. By Frank Barrett. Crown 
8vo, 58, 

Landscape Painting in Oils, A Course of Lessons in. By A. F. 
Grace. With Nine Reproductions in Colour. Cheap Edilion, 253. 

Law, How to Avoid. By A. J. Williams, M.P. is. Cheap Edition. 

Legends for Lionel. By Walter Crane. Coloured Illustrations. 5s. 

Letts’s Diaries and other Time-saving Publications are now pub- 
lished exclusively by Cassell & Company. (A list free on application.) 

Life Assurance, Medical Handbook of. By Jambs Edward Pol- 
lock, M.D., and Jambs Chisholm. 78. 6d. 

Local Government in England and Germany. By the Right Hon?* 
Sir Robert Morier, G.C.B., &c. is, 

London (Ancient and Modern). From the Sanitary and Medical Point 
of View. By G. V. PooRB, M.D.. F,R.C.P. Illustrated. 5^. 

London, Greater. By Edward Walford. Two Vols. With about 
400 lllostrations. gs. each. 


Sek^dions from CasstI/ i Company s PuhUfatiom. 

London, Old and New. Six Vok, each coniainiii({ aUoui »oo 
Illustrations and Miu^ Cloth, 98. cat h. 

Longfellow’s PoelicafWorks. Illustrated, £33® • I VopnUr 

Master of Ballantne, The. Ily Riu\kht Lot ts SravsNsoK, $%. 

Mechanics, The Pwctlcal Dictionary of. Conutning 15,000 Draw 
iiiRs. Four Vols. ais. c.tch. ' 

Medicifte, Manuals for Students of. {A List /hrwartte^i pott/trt,) 

Metropolitan Year' Book, The. Paper, as. : cK^th, as. 61I. 

Milton's L’ Allegro and 11 Pahseroso. KuUy lllustr.4ieil. Cloth, as 6d. 

Modern Europe, A History of. P*y C. A. Fykfix, M.A. Complete in 
Three Vok xas. each. 

Music, Illustrated History of. lly I.mii Nai mann. Kditnl l»y the 
Rev. Sir F. A. (ioKR Oi’si-lky, Ihut lllnsii.4tc(l. I wo Vi»U. 31s, 6d. 

National Library, Cassell's. In V<>iuiur«s, ta<.h coiiiftituujj aUuit 
192 p.t8cj*. Paper covers, 3d.; cloth, 6d. (A List pJ th* I piuma 
attfiuiy tssHcJ tvili bt icnt post frte o» applu atiiw ) 

Natural History, Cassell's Concise. Hy K. Pkku kvai. WkK.iir, 
M.D., F.L.S. Witli sc%er.il llundiril IlUisti.tttoiti. 7s. 6d. 

Natural History, CasseH's New. Ldncd hy Piuf. P. Makiin 
Di’NCan, F. R.S.. F.C.S. Complete in htx VoK. With aUmi 

2.CKx» Illusir.itiun^. ( loth, os. e.i< h. 

Nursing for the Home ana for the Hospital, A Handbook of. 
By Caihj KiNF |. Wood. Chtap EtiUwn. is. 6d. ; cloth, as. 

Nursing of Sick Children, A Handbook for the. By Cacukkins 
J. Wooj). as. 6d. 

Oil Painting, A Manual of. By the IL u. foiis Coi.i ifk. as. 6d. 

Orion the Gold Beater. A Novel Byh>'\AM ^Coioj, Jnnr (loth, 3s M. 

Our Own Country. Si\ VoL. With . lllii-.ir.uioiu. 7s. Od. c.uh. 

Painting, Practical Guides to. \Nu!i t tiomcd Pl.urs .nul lull in* 
strut lions * 


Makinb Painiim,. 58, 

.Animai. Painiim., 58. 

CltlNA PAIN'llSf.. 5:1. 

Fi(. I KK Pais UNO. 7h. 6d. 
Elrmhniauy Fi.inM k Paint- 
ing:. 38- 

FlOWF-K PAINTINti, 'I’WO Bo >ks, 
5s. e.ich. 


Tkm Painwniw SB. 

Wa I Ku-CoiAiUK Pain i ing. 5a. 
Ni 1 1 KAi. 'Pint. 58. 

>1.1 1 A, HI Two Vols., 38, each ; or 
111 One Vu| , 5s. 

FloWI KS, AND lloV\ TO PaINT 
Ini’M. 58. 


Paris, Cassell's Illustrated Guide to. Cloth, 3 s. 

Paxton’s Flower Garden. B) Sir Josai ik Pax ion and Prof. Lin lu.rtv, 

'I'hiec Vols. Willi ny> Coloured Plates. £i is . each. 

People I've Smiled with. By .NlAhsuAii. P. Wii dfk. as. ; cloth, 2 fi. 6d. 
Peonies of the World, The. In .Six VoU. P.y Dr. Koufxi IIkown. 

Illustrated. 78. 6d. each. 

Phantom City, The. P.y W, Wi stai i.. 5s. 

Photography for Amateurs. By T. C. llKiwoKrii. lllusii.ucd. is.; 
or rioih, is. 6d. 

Phrase and Fable, Dictionary of. By the Rev, Dr. BKKWFk, Cheap 
Edition^ Enlar^rd^ cloth, 38. 6d. : or with leather hark 4R. 6d. 
Picturesque America. Complete in Fi/ur Vols., with 48 Exquisite Steel 
Plates and al>out 800 Oriniiial EuRravinKs. £a as. each. 

Picturesque Canada. With 600 Original lllusir-aiioiix. 2 VoU. £3 3f,cach. 
Picturesque Europe. Complete in Fi\c VoK. Each contain in/ 
M Exquisite Steel Plates, from Original Drawing*, and nearly a<jo 
Original I lluxiraiions. Ork.inal Edition. Cloth, £ai; half morocco, 
£31 108. ; morocco gilt, £52 xoa. The PoFtT.AK Eon kjn i* publixhcd in 
Five VoU., i8s. each. 


Pigeon Keeper, The Practical. By Lkwis Wright. llluMrated. 3s. M. 
Pigeons, The Book of. By Robert Fulton. IviJiicd and Arranged hy 
L- Wright. With 50 Coloured Plates, 3I8. 6d. ; hall morocco, £a 2s« 
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Poets, Casseirs Miniature Library of the 


Burns. Two Vols. as. 6d. 
Byron. Two Vols. as. 6d. 
Hood. Two Vols. as. 6d. 
Longfellow. Two Vols. as. 6d. 


Milton. Two Vols. as. 6d. 
Scott. Two Vols. as. 6d. [as. 6d. 
Sheridan and Goldsmith. 2 Vols. 
Words woR-Oi. Two Vols. as. 6d, 
• ShakbspEarb. Illustrated. In 12 Vols., in Case, xas. 

Police Code, and Manual of the Criminal Law. By C. E, Howard 
Vincent, M.P. as. 

Poor Relief in Foreign Countries, &c. By Louisa Twining, is. 
Popular Library, Cassell’s , Cloth, is. each. 


The Russian Empire. 

The Religious Revolution in the 
i6th Century. 

English Journalism. 

Our Colonial Empire. 

John Wesley. 

The Young Man in the Battle 
of Life. 


The Story oftho English Jacobins. 

Domestic Folk Lore. 

Tlie Rev. Rowland Hill: Preacher 
and Wit. 

Boswell and Johnson: their Com- 
p.inions aiul Contfinporanes. 

History of the Prcc-Tradc Move- 
ment m England. 


Post Office of Fifty Years Ago, The. is. 

Poultry Keeper, The Practical. By Lewis Wright. With Coloured 
Plates and Illustrations. 3s. 6d. 

Poultry, The Book of. By Lewis Wright. Popular Edition. los. 6d, 
Poultry, The Illustrated Book of. By Lewis Wright. With Fifty 
Coloured Plates. Cloth, 31s. 6d. ; half-morocco, £2 as. 
Pre-Raphaelites, The Italian, in the National Gallery. By Cosmo 
Monkhousb. Illustrated, zs. 


Printing Machinery and Letterpress Printing, Modern. By J. F, 
Wilson and Douglas Grey. Illustrated. 21s. 


Queen Victoria, The Life and Times of. By Robert Wil'^on. Com- 
plete in Two Vols. With numerou.s Illustrations. 9s. each. 

Queer Race, A. By W. Westai.l. 5s. 

Quiver, The. Yearly Volume. Illustrated. 78. 6d. 

Rabbit- Keeper, The Practical. By Cuniculus. Illustrated. 3s. 6d. 
Railway Guides, Official Illustrated. With Illustraiions, Maps, &c. 
Price IS. ; cloth, as. 


Great Northern Railway. 

Great Westkkn Ri^iLWAV. New^ Radsed^ and Enlarged Edition. 
London, Brighton, and Souni Coast Railway. 

London and North-Western Railway. AVrt', Remedy and 
Enlarged Rditioft^ 

London and Southwestern Railway, 

Midland Railway. 

South-Eastern Railway. 

Railway Library, Cassell's. Crown 8vo, bo-ards, 2S. each. 


de.ad Man’s Rock. By 
A Queer Race. By W. We‘,tall. 
CAPTAIN^TRAFALGAR. By WKSTALL 
and LAtfRiE. 

The Phaniom City. By w. westall. 
ANOTHER’S CRIME. By J ULIAN HAW- 
'I HORNE. 

THE YOKE OF THE THORAH. By 
Sidney Luska. 

Who is John Nomant By Charles 
HENRY BECKETT. 


The Tragedy of Brinkw’aier. By 
Mar'ih.a I . MuniH \. 

An American Penm.vn. By Julian 
Hawthorne. 

Section 668. or. ruu Fatal Letter. 

By Julian Hawihorne. 

The Brown stone Bov. By W, H. 
Bishop. 

A TRAc.IC MtsTERY. By JULIAN 
Hawthornh. 

The Great Bank Robbery. By 
Julian Hawthorne. 


Representative Poems of Living Poets American and English. 

Selected by the Poets themselves. 15s. 

Richard, Henry, M.P. A Biography. By Charles S. Mi all. 78. 6d. 
Rivers of Great Britain, The: Descriptive, Historical, Pictorial. 
RIVERS of THE EAST COAST. With numerous highly-finished 
Engravings. Royal 410,* with Etching as Frontispiece, 42s. 


</ 
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^Rossetti, Dante Gabriel, aa Designer and Writer. Noie» by 
William Micharl Rossbtti. ya.M. 

Royal River, The : The Thames, from Source to Sea. Wiih Descrip* 
live Text and a Series of beautiful Engravings. £a is. 

Russia. By Sir DonJLu Mackenzir Wallace, M.A. 5s. 

Russia, Truth About. By W. T. Sthail 8\o, cloth, xos. 6d. 
Russo-Turkish War, Casseirs History of. With about 500 Illus- 
trations. Two Vols., 98. each. 

Red Library, Cassell's. Siiflf covers, is. each; cloth, as. each. 

The Prairie. Seleotions from Hood's Old Mortality, 

Night and Moraine. Work*. The Hour and IhoMou. 

Kenilworth Loagfollow's Prose Handy Andy. 

Koaiiworth Works. Scarlet Letter. 

The Ingoldsby Le* Sense and SensihiUly. Piokwiok ( 1 wo VoI*.l 

— . Lyttnn's Plays. Lnsi of the Hohioans. 

The lower of Tales, Poems, and Pride and Pr^utllco. 

London. SKetohes. ihrt llatto YeliowplusU Pap(*i's. 

The Pioneers. Martiu Churslowit Tales ol the Xlorile»*s, 

Charles O’Malley. ( t'wu Vt>U.). 1 ost Day* of i'aim.vro. 

Bornaby Rudgo. The Prinoe of the Washington Irvlog’w 

Hoiue of David. Sketoh-Book. 

The King’s Own. Shertdan's Plays. The Talisman. 

PeopW 1 have Met. tTiiole Tom’s Cabin. Riensi. 

The Palhfluder. Deerslayer. Old Curiosity Shop. 

Evelina Eugene Aram. Heart of Midlothian. 

Sooit's Poems. Jack Hinton Lost Days of Potnpoil. 

Last of the Baroits. Romo and the Early American Humour. 

Adventures of Mr. Christians- Hhelches by Bos. 

Ledbury. The Trials of Mur- Macau luv’s Lays and 

Ivanhoo^. garet L.vndsay. Essays. 

Oliver Twist. Poo’s Works. Harry Lurreauer. 


Seleotions from Hood's 
Works. 

Longfellow's Prose 

Works. 

Sense and Seusibiliiy. 
Lytton's Plays. 

Tales, Poems, and 
SKetohes. ihrt list to 
Martiu ChuKsiowit 

( r»o Vt>u.). 
The Prince of tho 

Hoiue of David. 
Shertdan'H PliLVs. 
tTiiole Tom’s Cabin. 
Deerslayer. 

Eugene Aram. 

Jock lliuton 
Romo and the Early 
Christians. 
The Trials of Mur- 
garet L.vndsay. 
Poo^s Works. 


Old Mortality. 

The Hour and the Mon. 
Handy Andy. 

Scarlet Letter. 
Pickwick ( 1 wo Vol*.i. 
Lfisi of the Mohicans. 
Pride and Pr^udlce. 
YeliowplusU Papers. 
Tales o( the Borders. 

1 asi Day* of i'ainiyra 
Washington Irving’s 
Sketch-Book. 
The Talisman. 

Riensi. 

Old Curiosity Shop. 
Heart of Midlothian. 
Last Days of Pompeii. 
American Humour. 
Sketches by Bos. 
Macaulay's Lays and 
Essay s. 

Harry Lorrequer. 




Saturday Journal, CasseU’s. Yearly V..!niue, cloth, 7*. 6d. 

Science for All. Edited by Dr. Ruli-ki Bkown. A*r7//ir*f 
Illustrated. Five Vots. gs. each. 

Science of Everyday Life. By John Bower, F.C.S. IlhiMi.Ueil. in. 
Sculpture, A Primer of. By E.Roscok Mi i lins. With IllindiationH. as.Od. 
Sea, The: Its Stirring Story of Adventure, Peril, and Heroism. 

By F. WifVMi'KK. With 400 lllustratioiiH. Four VoU., yn. 6d. each. 
Secret of the Lamas, The. A Talc of Thibet. Crown 8vo, 
Shaftesbury, The Seventh Earl of. K.G., The Life and Work of. By 
Edwin Hoddkk. 'Ihrcc VoK., 3^®* Popular Jiditton, < )nc Vo),, 7s 6d. 
Shakespeare, CasselFs Quarto Edition.-, Cont.iining .ilxiut r<« Hint. 

trations by H. C. Sklol**. Complete in 'ifirce Volv, cloth gilt, £338. 
Shakespeare, Miniature. Illuyiratcd. In IVeKeVoU., in l>ox, 12s.; 

or m Red Paste Grain (box to inaieh), w’iih spring catch, an. 
Shakespeare, The England of. By K. Goadhv. Hlusiratcd. at. 6 d. 


Shakspere, The International. PdtttoH dr Luxe. 

^ ^ ^ ^ IV. ' HluMrate<l by Kduaku GhI^t/nrr, /*3 ios. 
IT," Illustrated l.y Emu K Bavakd, £3 los. 
ROMEO AND JULIET." Hiustratedbv F. Dickshe, A.K A., £558, 
Shakspere, The Leopold. With 400 lllustrationt. Cheap Kdtifon, 
3s. od. Cloth gilt, 6s. ; Roxburgh, 7s. 6d. 

Sha^pcre, The Royal. With Steel Piatet and Wood Engraving*. 
Three Volt. 158. each. 


Short Studies from Nature. Illustrated. Cheap Edition, as. 6d. 

Water Colours. By Aakon PkNLkv. 
With lilustratiODs in Chromo- Lithography. 15s. 

Skin snd Hsir, The Management of Uie. By M Morris, F.R.C.S. ss. 

“y ‘h* Rt. Hon. Sir Lvon PiAVKAi;e, 

K.CB. 7s. 6cL 
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Splendid Spur, The. Edited by Q. ss- „ 

Sports and Pastimes, CasselPs Complete Book of. Cheap Edition. 

With more than 900 Illustrations. Medium 8vo, 992 pages, cloth, 35. 6d. 
Star*Land. By Sir Robert Stawell Ball, LL.D., F.R.S., F.RA.S. 

Illustrated. Crown 8vo, 68. m 

Steam Engine, The, By W. H. Northcott, CE. 38. 6d. 

Stock Exchange Year-Boo^, The. By Thomas Skinner. 158. 
Sunlight and Shade. With numerous Exquisite Engravings. 7s. 6d. 
Surgery, Memorials of the Craft of, in England. With an Intro- 
duction W Sir James Paget, ais. 

Technical Education. By F. C. Montague. 6d. 

Thackeray, Character Sketches from. Six New and Original Draw- 
ings by Frederick Barnard, reproduced in Photogravure, ais. 
Town Leaseholds. Pros and Cons of Leasehold Enfranchisement. 6d. 
Treasure Island. By R. L. Stevenson. Illustrated, 5s. 

Treatment, The Year-Book of. 58. 

Trees, Familiar, By G. S. Boulgkr, F.L.S. Two Series. With 40 
full-page Coloured Plates by W. H. J. Boot. 12a. 6d. each. 
Triumphs of Engineering. With Eight full-page Illustrations. 5s. 
Troy Town, The Astonishing History of. By Q. 5s. 

“Unicode”: the Universal Telegraphic Phrase Book. Pesh or 
Pocket Edition, aa. 6d. 

United States, Cassell’s History of the. By the late Edmund 
Ollier. With 600 Illustrations. Three Vols. 9s. each. 

United States, Youth’s History of the. Illustrated. 4 Volumes. 36s. 
Universal History, Cassell’s Illustrated. Four Vols. 9s. each. 
Vaccination Vindicated. By John McVail, M.D,, D.P.H. Camb. 58, 
Veiled Beyond, The. A Novel. By S. B. Alexander. Cloth, 3s. 6d. 
Vioar of Wakefield and other Works by Oliver Goldsmith. 

Illustrated. 3a. 6d* ; cloth, gilt edges, 5s. 

What Girls Can Do. By Phyllis Browne, as. 6d, 

Wild Birds, Familiar. By W. Swaysland. Four Series. With 40 
Coloured Plates in each. las. 6d. each. 

Wild Flowers, Familiar. By F. E. Hulme, F L.S., F.S.A. Five 
Series. With ip Coloured Plates in each. las. 6d. each. 

Wise Woman, The. By George Macdonald, as. 6d. 

Woman’s World, The. Yearly Volume. 18s. 

Wordsworth’s Ode on Immortality, and Lines on Tintern Abbey. 
Fully Illustrated. Cloth, as. 6d. 

World of Wit and Humour, The. With 400 Illustrations. Cloth, 
78. 6d. : cloth gilt, gilt edges, los. 6d. 

World of Wonders. T^ o Vols. With 400 Illustrations. 7s. 6d. each. 
Yule Tide. Cassell's Christmas Annual, is. 


ILL USTRA TED MA GA ZINES. 

The Quiver. Enlarged Series. Monthly, 6d, 

CaseelVe JFan^ily Magazine, Monthly, 7d. 

** Little JFolks** Magazine. Monthly, 6a. 

The Magazine of Art. Monthly, is. 

The IVoinan^a World. Monthly, is. 

t'annelVe Saturday •Tournal. Weekly, id.; Monthly, 6d. 
Work* Weekly, id. j Monthly, 6d, 


Oatalogues of Cassell & Company’s Publications, which may be had at all . 
booksellers’, or will bo sent po-t free on application to the Publishers 

Cassell’s Complete Catalogue, couiaining particulars of upwards of 
One Thousand Volumes. 

Cassell’-* classified Catalogue, in which their Works are arranged 
a cortling to price, from TA et^euct to Fifty Gutmas. 

Cassell's Educational Catalogue, containing particulars of Cas>ei.l 
& Company’s Educational Works and Students’ Manuals. 

CASSF.T.T^ & COMPANY, T.imitrd, LndgaU Hiit^ London. 
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l^iblcs anb Itcligioua tUSovhB. 

Bible, CasteU's Illustrated Family. With 900 lllu&traiioiis. Leather, 
gilt edges, £s 

Bible Dictionary, Cassell's. With nearly 600 Illustrations, 7s. 6d. 

Bible Educator, The. Kdited by the Very Rev. Dean Pi rMrrKK, D.D,, 
Wells. With Illustrations, Maps, Four Vols., cKith, 6s. each. 

Bible Student in the British Museum, The. lly the Rev. J. Cl. 
Kitcmin, M.A. is. 

Biblewomen and Nurses. Yearly Vvdumc IlluvtraicJ, 38,* 

Bunyan's Pilgrim's Progress (Cassell's Illustrated). 4to, 7s. 6d. 

Bunyan's Pilgrim's Progress. With Illustrations. Cloth, 3s. 6d. 

Child's Bible, The. With 'too llluiktraiions. 150/4 Th^usttml, 7a. 6d. 

Child’s Life of Christ, The. WitTi ^00 llitistr.iiiotiH. 7s. 6d. 

“Come, ye Children,** Illustr.ited. Hy Rev. lli njamis WaixjH. 5s, 

Dore Bible. Wuh 338 Illustrations by flt’sTAVh Uok^, Stnall (oho, 
cloth, £8; bcht morocco, gilt edges, £15. 

Early Days of Christianity, The. By the Vcn. Archdeacon Fakrak, 
D.D., F.R.S. 

Liiikaky Kuition. Two VoU., 248. ; mor«>cco. £2 as. 

Poi'Ui.AH Enn ion. Complete m One Volume, rloih, 68. ; cloth, gilt 
edges, 78. 6d. ; Persian morocco, los. 6d. ; ticc-calf, 158. 

Family Prayer-Book, The. Edited l y Rev. Canon (Iakhkit, M.A., 
and Rev. S. Martin. Extra crown < luili, 58. ; inorocco, iSs, 

Qeikie, Cunnlnghpm, D.D., Workh by: — 

Tub Hotv Land ano tub Biij/^ 1 wo Vols, demy 8vo. 34s. 

Tub Life ani> Woriw ok Chris i. lliuxtfaud Edition — Two 
Vols., 308. 

Glories of the Man of Sorrows, The. Scrmoim prc.'ichcd at St. James**, 
Piccadilly, By Rev. H.G. Bonavia Hi ni, Mui.U., F.R.S,, Ed. 3s.6d. 

Heart Chords.” A Series of Work.s by Eminent Divinca. ^iouiid in 
cloth, red edges, One Shilling c.ich. 


MV llll'I P lly Ihe ki;*ht Kev W Ik)VI> 
CAun NruR, Uishopfif Kipon 
My I-Aiin-,K. Hy the Right Kcv. Asu. 
lON UXl.NOLN, lute Ihshupof M^ il- 
tfoal, 

MY WORK ruK r.oir By the Ki^ht 
Rev. Bishop <.’01 N RILL. 

MY OBJLcr IS I IIP By the VVn. 

Arch*irarofi ! AKRAK, I>.lr. 

My AsriKAnoss By the Kcv. G. 
Mai ulson, 1 > Ij. 

My h'MoliONAL I.IFH. By the Her, 
PrcK CHAimuK IJ.D 
MY IRJDY. By tho Rev. Prof. W. G. 
BLAIKHi, IJ.U 

Helps to Belief. A .Scrie<i of 
Difficulties of the Day Kdited b; 
Chaplain-in'Ord inary to the (Juc< 
Ckbaiion. By Uie Lord Bishop of 
Carlisle. 

The Uivinitv op Our Loki>. By 
llie Lord Bishot> of Derry. 

THH MORALl'tYOP THE ULP TliSTA- 
mhnt. By the Rev. New nun 
Smyth, D.D. 


.M\ Grow ni in Divinp I.m k. By tho 
f%v. I'rtli. Kj^^Noi ms, M.A. 

My Soul. By ihc K..’v. P. B. PoWl R, 
M.A. 

Mv nikPAMliK. By the Very Kcv. 
Dlmii Hlc KhKsn I II. 

Mv W’AI K WIIII f;oi> By the Vi ry 
Kcv. Dc.in Musu.uMPKY 

MY AlliS to IHK DIVINH 1 IPK, By 
thc Very Kcv Dean Ihoi l, 

MY soimcris OP S'irpn«.ih, By»s« 
Kcv I'l 1‘, JP.NKl.N'*', M. A., S<*<“rr't.»i y 
of Wesleyan Mi.iktoi.ary Socttn>. 

Helpful Manuals on the Religiou* 
tlic Rev. 'rRUiNMOtll II SiioRK, M.A., 
n. Cloth, IS. each. 

Miracles, By the Rev. Bro«iih>w 
Maiilaint, M.A 

PRAYLR. By the Rev. T, Teignmouth 
Shore, M.A. 

THP. atonement. By the Lord BKhop 
of Peterborough 


Selections from Cassell ^ Company s Publications. 


“ 1 Must.** Short Missionary Bible Readings. By Sophia M. Ni gent. 
Enamelled covers, 6d. ; cloth, gilt edges, is. 

Life of Christ, The. By the Ven. Archdeacon Farrar, D.D., F.R.S. 
Illustrated Edition, with about 300 CWginal Illustrations. 

Extra crown 410, cloth, gilt edges, 21s. ; morocco antique, 423. 
Library Edition. Two Vols. Cloth, 24s. ; morocco, 423. 
Popular Edition, in One Vol. 8vo, cloth, 6s. ; cloth, gilt edges, 
7a. 6d. ; Persian morocco, gilt edges, los. 6d. ; tree-calf, 15s. 

Marriage Ring, The. By-WiLLiAM Landels, D.D. Bound in white 
leatherette, gilt edges, in box, 6s. ; French morocco, 8s. 6d. 

Moses and Geology ; or. The Harmony of the Bible with Science. 
By the Rev. Samuel Kinns, Ph.D., F.R.A.S. Illustrated. Cheap 
Edition^ 6s. 

New Testament Commentary fior English Readers, The. Edited 
by the Kt. Rev. C. J. Ellicott, D.l)., Lord Bishop of CHouccster 
and Bristol. In Three Volumes, 2xs. each. 

Vol. 1 . — The Four Gospels. 

Vol. 11 . — The Acts, Romans, Corinthians, Galatians. 

Vol. III. — The remaining Books of the New Testament. 

Old Testament Commentary for English Readers, The. Edited 
by the Right Rev. C. j. ELi-tcorr, D.D., Lord Bishop of Gloucester 
and Bristol. Complete in 5 Vols., 21s. each. 

Vol. I, — Genesis to Numbers. 1 Vol. III. — Kings I. to Esther, 

Vol. II. — Deuteronomy to Vol. IV. — Job to Isaiah. 

Samuel II. | Vol. V. —Jeremiah to Malachi. 

Protestantism, The History of. By the Rev. J. A. Wyi,ik, LL.D. 
Containing upwards of 600 Original Illustrations. Three Vols., gs. each. 

Quiver Yearly Volume, The. 250 high-class Illustrations. 7s. 6d. 

Religion, The Dictionary of. By the Rev. W. Bhnham, B.D. 218. ; 
Roxburgh, 25s. 

St. George for England ; and other Sermons preached to Children. By 
the Rev. T. Teignmouth Shore, M.A. 5s. 

St. Paul, The Life and 'Vork of. By the Ven. Archdeacon Farrar, 
D.D., F.R.S., Chaplain-in-Ordinary to the Queen. 

Library Edition. Two Vols., cloth, 24s. ; calf, 42s. 
Illu-strated Edition, complete in One Volume, with about 300 
Illustrations, -£^1 is. ; morocco, £2. 2S. 

Popular Edition. One Volume, 8vo, cloth, 6s. ; cloth, gilt edges, 
78. 6d. ; Persian morocco, los. 6d. ; tree-calf, 158. 

Secular Life, The Gospel of the. Sermons preached at Oxford. By 
the Hon. Canon Fremantle. Cheaper Edition, 28 . 6d. 

Shall We Know One Another? By the Rt. Rev. J. C. Rylk, D.D-, 
Bishop of Liverpool. New and Enlarged Edition, Cloth limp, IS. 

Stromata. By the Ven. Archdeacon Siikrincham, M.A. 2s. bd. 

** Sunday,** Its Orinn, History, and Present Obligation. By the 
Ven. Archdeacon Hessey, D.C.L, Pt/tk Edition. 7s, 6d. 

Twilight of Life, The. Words of Counsel and Comfort for the 
Aged, By ilic Rev. John Ellerton, M.A. is. 6d, 

Voice of Time, The. John Stroud. Cloth gUt« la. 



Seleciiom from Cassell 4 Company's i^^uotuatwns. 


<S&tuationnl liitorlts and i^tudcnts' Manuals. 


Alphabet, Caaaell^a Pictorial. 38. 6d. 

Anthmetics, The Modern School. By Okokgu Ricks, li.Sc. I^nd. 

With Test Cardft.|| (/.«/ on applictitioH,) 

Book-Keeping' By Theopoke Jones. For School*, as. ; cloth, 3a. 

For the Million, as. ; cloth, 38. Books for JoneVh System, as. 
Chemistry, The Public School. By J. H. Anohrson, M A. aa.6d. 
Commentfiry, Old Testament. Edited bv Bisliop Kn-Korr. Handy 
Volume Edition. t'lcnesi*, 3s. 6d. Rxodus, 3s. lArviticus, 38. 
Numbers, as. 6d. Deuteronomy, as. 6d, 

Commentary, The New Testament. Edited by lUshop Elucoi r. 

St. M.utnew, 3a. 6d. St. Murk, 33. St. Luk6, 38. 6d. .St. John, 

? 8. 6d. The Acts of the Apostles, 3s. 6d. Kotn.'rns. as. 6d. Corinthtanti 
. and 11., 38. Galatians, Ephesian*, and Phihpinans, 3s. Culosniaiis. 
Thc&salonuns, and Timothy, 3s. Tiliis, IMiilcmoii, Hebrews, uiul 
James, 3a. Peter, ludc, and John, 38. Ihe Rcvel.itiun, 38. An 
Introduction to the New TcMaincni* 3s. 6d. 

Copy-Books, Cassell's Graduated, /it^htorn ad. each. 

Copy-Books, The Modern School. 'l\vt>L'e IBooks, ad. each. 

Drawing Copies, Cassell's Modern School Freehand, hirst Grade. 
18, ; Second Gr.*ulc, aa. 

Drawing Copies, Caa.*elP8 ** New Standard.'^ Foupften />WX*i, 
Books A to F fur Standards I. to IV , ad c.-u h. Bucks (», H, K, 1., 
M, O, for Staiul.irds V. to Vll., 3d. c.ich. Bocks N and P, ud. cacli. 
Electricity, Practical. By Prof. W. K. A%ktos*. 78. 6d. 

Energy and Motion. By Wiixiam Paici , M.A. Illustrated, xs. 6d. 
English Literature, First Sketch of. AV.c ami huiaraed Fdtdon. 
By Prof. Moki.ky. ys. 6d. 

English Literature, The Story of. P.y Ann v Bucki and. 38, 6d. 
Euclid, Cassell's. Edited hy Pjrof. Wai Iw\(.i , M.A. x». 

Euclid, The First Four Books of. In imper, Cd. ; <1 *ih, od. 
Experimental Geometry. By Paul Bkki. lllustr.acd. is. 6d. 


French, Cassell's Lessons in. Aew and I\ evaded Edition, Parts J 
and 11., each as. 6d. ; c«irnplcte. 4s. 6d. Kev, is. 6d. 
Frcnch-English and English-French Dictionary. EniUely New 

€tnd l\,iition. 1.150 pages, Bvo, cloth, 38. 6d. 

French Reader, Cassell's Public School. By G. S, Conrad. as.6d, 
Galbraith and Haughton's Scientific Manuals. By the Rev. Prof. 
GalsraI'IH, M. a., and the Rev. Prof. Ikst'c.ii i on, M.Ii,, I^.C I. 

Boo^i., II.. Ill.,2s.6d. Hook* 
* W/ al I’able*, 3s. 6d — Mechanics 38. 6d. 

—Natural Philofiophy, 3 *- 6 d.-Optic>, as. 6 d.— HydroM.iiics 38. 6 d. - 
Astronomy, 58.- Steam Engine, 3».W.— Algebra. Part I., cloth, as. 6 d. • 
Comple^, 7«. od. 'li<iesand J id.’il Ciirrciit*., with Tidal Card*. 3S. 
German Dictionary, Cassell's New. (icnnan English, English^ 
Carman Cloth, 7s. 6d. ; lia If. morocco, os. « , » 

German of To-Day. By Dr. Hk INEMANN. XS. 6d. 

German Reading, First Lessons in. By A. jAt.sr. Illustrated, xs. 
Hand .nd Eye Training. Ily G. Kiiks, H.Sc. I wo Voh., with »6 

<^loured Plates in each \ ol. Crown ,t«, 6s. each. 

**“■1**??^ RejulaUBOS. S,w and Reviud Sditian. 

ny poHNP. Moss. IS. ; cloth, as. 

Histoncai Cartoons, Cassell's Coloured. Si/c 45 in. x 35 in., as 
T vamUhed, with roller*, 5s. each. 

HistoHcal Course for Schools, Cassell's. Illustrated throughout. 

Lnghsh History, is. II.-lEc Simple Outline of 
T y ^ Class History of England, as. 6d. 

n ^ English -Latin Dictionary. Bv J. R. Bkako. 

D.D., and C. Beard, B.A, Crown 8vo, 914 pp,, 3s, 



Selections from Cassell # Company's Publications, 


Latin-English Dictionary, Cassell’s. By J. R. V. Marchant, 3s. 6d. 

Latin Primer, The New. By Prof. J. P. Postgatk. Crown 8vo, 2s. 6d. 

Laws of Every-Day Life. By H. O. Aknold-Forster. is. 6d. 

Little Folks’ History of England. Illustrated, is. 6d. 

Making of the Home, The : A Book of DomestlJ' Economy for School 
and Home Use. By Mrs. Samuel A. Barnett, is. 6d. 

Marlborough Books:— Arithmetic Examples, 3s. Arithmetic Rules, is. 6d. 
French Exercises, 3s. 6 d, French Grammar, 2S. 6d. German do ,3s.6d. 

Mechanics and Machine Design, Numerical Examples in Practical. 
By R. G. Blaine, M.E. With Di.agram>s. Cloth, as. 6d. 

“ Model Joint" Wall Sheets^^for Instruction in Manual Training. By 
S. Barter. Eight Sheets, Is. 6d. each. 

Music, An Elementary Manual of. By IIknry Leslie, is. 

Polytechnic Scries, The : -- 

Forty Lessons in C\KiT-:rn'KY Workshop Praci'ice. is. 
Pkacitcal Plane ani> Solid Glomi!. 1 ky, inlll dlng Grai hic 
Arithmetic. 3s. 

I'.NGINRHKING. IS. 6d. 

Popular Educator, Cassell’s NEW. With Revised Tex!, New Maps, 
New Coloured Plates, NewTyp^, &c. To be completed mSVols. ss.eacli. 

Popular Educator, Cassell’s. Complete in Six Voh., 53. each. 

Readers, Cassell’s “Higher Class.’’ {List on application.) 

Readers, Cassell’s Historical. Illustrated throughout, printed on 
superior paper, and strongly hound in cloth. {List on application,) 

Readers, Cassell’s Readable. Carefully graduated, extremely in- 
teresting, andhllustrated throughout. {List on application.) 

Readers for Infant Schools, Coloured, ^hrec Bnoks. 4d. each. 

Reader, The Citizen. By H. O Arnold- FoRSTfiR. Illustrated, is. 6d. 

Reader, The Temperance. By Rev J. Dennis Hird. Cr. 8vo, is. 6d. 

Readers, The “ Modern School’* Geographical. {List on application.) 

Readers, The “Modern School.” Illustrated. {List onr application.) 

Reading^and Spelling Book, CassetPa Illustrated. 1^ 

School Bank Manual. By At.NKs Lambert. Price 6d. 

Shakspere’s Plays for School Use. $ Books. Illustrated, 6d. each. 

Shakspere Reading Book, The. IlluMr.ated. 3s. 6d. AKo Three 
Books, IS. each. 

Spelling, A Complete Manual of. By J. D. Mokell, LL.D. 13. 

Technical Manuals, Cassell’s. Illustrated throughout >- 

Handrailing and Staircasing, 3s. 6d. — Bricklayers, Drawing for, 3s.— 
Building Construction, as. Cabinet-Makers, Drawing for, 3s. —Car- 
penters and Joiners, Ikawing for, 3s. 6d.— Gothic Stonework, 3s 
— Linear Drawing and 'rrauicid Geometry, 2S. — Linear Drawing and 
Projection. I'hc Two Vols, in One, 38. 6d, — Machinists and Engineers, 
Drawing lor, 4s. 6d.— Metal Plate Workers, Drawing for, 3s —Model 
Drawing, 3s.— Orthographical .and Lometrical Projection, 2S —Practical 
Perspective, 3s. — Stonemasons, Drawing fur, 33, — Applied Mechanirs, 
by Sir R. S. Ball, LL.D,, 23 . — Systematic Drawing and Shading, 2s. 

Technical Educator, Cassell’s. Ne^v Edition^ in Four Vols., 5s. each. 

Technology, Manuals of. F.diied by Prof. Ayrton, F.K.S., and 
Richard VVokmfll, D.Sc., M.A. Illustrated throughout : — 

The Dyeing of Textile Fabrics, W Prof. Hummel, 5s. — Watch and 
Clock Making, by D. Glasgow, 43. od. — Steel and Iron, by Pr<>f. W 11 
Greenwood, F.C.S., M.I.C.E., &c., 5s. — Spinning Woollen and 
Worsted, by W. S B. McLaren, M.P. , 4s. 6d. — Design in Textile 
Fabrics, by T. R. A.shenhurst, 4s. 6d. — Piactlcal Mechanics, by Prof. 
Perry, M.E., 33. 6d.— Cutting Tools Worked by Hand and Machine, 
by Prof. Smith, 3s. 6d. A Prospectus on application. 

Test Cards, Cassell’s Combination. In sets, is. ea<;|L* 

Test Cards, “ Modern School,” Cassell’s. In Sets, is. each. 

CASSELL & COMPANY, Limited, Lud^afe Hill^ London. 



Selections from Cassell 4 Company's Puhlications, 


JBooha for ilounjj ^3coplc. 

‘Little Folk! " Half-Yearly Volume. Contalnin;; 4',j 4to pntjes. with 
alxHU iuo I Uu^tra|}ons, .nut Ficiurc'sin Colour. lio.utC, 3s. 6d. ; do 


Bo-Peep, A 
Ilh 


Lra|}ons, .nut Picture's in Colour. lio.utC, 3s. 6d. ; clvilh, 5s. 

I'ook for the l.ittlcOncv. With Orij.’inal Slones and V'^erses. 
llu!^traltd throughout. Ve.irly Volume. lUKir^ls, 2s.6d. ; doth, 3s. 6d* 

Casscirs Pictorial Scrap Book, rontriiuing sevtial thi>us.ind Pictures 
UG.-imifully fMrintod and h.uRKuincly bound in one large volume. 
Coloured boards, 15s. ; doth Uttered, ais. 

Flora’s Feast, ^ A M.tsiiue of Flowers. ^ P»'nncd and Pl< lured by Waltkr 
Crank, With 40 i\iges in Colours. 5s. 

in Colour, hy NValthr 
320 p-Tge^ Illustr.tted 


Legends for Lionel 
Ckank^ 5a, 

The Children’s Album. 

* 3s 6d. 

Tho Pales of the Sixty Mandarths. Uy p, V. 
With an IntiodiiLtKin Iiy Plot. Hi nkv Moki kv. 


With 40 llluMi atiijn > 
Fcap. 4 to. 


Kamaswami Kajlt* 
illnslraicd. 5s. 


Books for Young People. Illuslrated. Cloth gilt, 58. each. 


Tho King's Command : A Story 
torairls. liy MigKie Sj 
under Unyard’a Bam or. by 
Henry J riih. 

The Homaithe ef'*^Invonifoti. 
By Burnley. 


The Chamrdon of Odint or. Viking 
JLife in tho Days of Oltl. lly JT 
1 ri'd i 

Bound hy s Spell ; or, Tho Iluntocl 
Witch of tho Forest. By tho 
If >11 Mrs tirrene. 


Booka for YouD|{ People. Illustrated. Price 33. 6d. c.ich. 

Polly : A Jprew-Fasliionod QHri. 
iTv L. T: Me-vlf- 


For Fortuno and Glorv': A Story 
01 llio Soudau-Wor. By I.rwis 

** Follow My Loader.^* By r.in...t 
B.imcs Krcd. 

Tho Cost of a Mistake. By *• .tr.iU 
A World 01 OirlM: The Si ory ut 
a Ss'hool. By C I . Mrarjr. 
Lost smouff White Africans. 
By D.’ultl kr 


By I* T. 


Tho Palooo Boautlful, 

NftMde. 

Froedom'a Sword; A Story of tho 
P'^y" of Wollaoo and Bruco. 


By Anntc S. SvYfin. 

On Board the “Esmeralda.” By 
Joint C. Hutcheson. ' 

In Quest of Gold, By A. St. Johnsum. 
ForQuoon and King. ByH^-nryl nili. 
Pori^ Anoat and Brigands Ashoroi 

IW Al.fi (1 I ivurs. 


I Bv Al.fi 

Books for Young People. Price is. 6d.’?.i<,li. 


Heroes of Fvciy day life. By 
f^iuri !,<!(« liliiM r.iic'J, 

Decisive Kvenfs in Jllmorv. 

Ihoui.t. Vtt’er. Wall tin, 
IhUCtr.tlKrllS 
^ie True It* b nson CruHors. 
Peeps Abrotvt for Folks at 
florae. Jllc’-iraicd. 


By 

Kl tj 


The “Cross and Crown” 
2 s. 6d. c.ich. 


Early Kvpl rorn. l!> 1 1, > . j 

Ilcmtf Chat with our Y. ujig Folki. 

lli't .ir-itrtl tfirutii^hom. 

Junglo, Peak, and Plain, Jl)„ unt. fl 

ihrtiujiihoiit. 

Tho World’s Lumber Room. By 

, Noiiit.i C,.iye. ^ 

Scries. With IlluMrations in each Book, 


Strong to SufTor- A Story of 
tho Jews. By I! ’Wyjti!' 
Heroes of tho Iiidiau Empire; 

Valoctr^aua 
^ if ^ story 


.hJ.'® T?"** A Storv of 

Uep)>«rn-« Vow: A Tale of 
S bwa* ^ tovoiiailt. By Ann:. 

l^st vestM, A laic of Early 
C^tian Days, Uy Emnm Mai 



Selections from Cassell 4‘ Company's Puhtications. 

•‘Golden Mottoes ” Series, The. Each Bodk containing 208 pages, with 
Four full-page Original Illustrations. Crown 8vo, cloth gilt, as. each* 


** Nil Desperandum.” By the 
Rev. F. Langbndge, M.A. 

“Bear and Forbear.’* By Sarah 
Put. 

“Foremost if I Can.” By Helen 
Atteridge. 


“ Honour is my Gkiide.” By Jcame 
Hering (Mrs. Adams- Actonh 
“Aim at a Sure End.” By Emily 
Searchfield.^ , « ^ „ r> 

“ Ho Conaue^ who Endures.” By 
the Author of “May Cunningham’ 
Trial," &c. ^ 


Books for Children. 
Happy Go Luoky. 
Daisy Blue Eyes. 
Twilight Fancies. 


in Illuminated board*;, fully Illustrated. 
2s. I Cheerful Clattor./'^l&i. 6d* 

2b. . - 

2a. 6d. 


A Doasen and One. 
Bible Talks. 6s. 


68 . 


CasselFs Picture Story Books. Each containing Sixty Pages of 
Pictures and Stories, &c. 6d. each. 


Little Talks. 
Bright Stars. 
Nursery Toys. 
Pet' a Posy. 
Tiny Tales. 


Dalay’s Story Book. 

Dot’s Story Book. 

A Neat of Stories. 
GKood-Nlght Stories. 

Claats for Small Chatterers. 


Auntie’s Stories. 
Birdie’s Story Book. 
Little Chimes. 

A Sheaf of Tales. 
Dewdrop Stories. 


Cassell’s Sixpenny Story Books. All Illustrated, and containing 
Interesting Stories by well-known writers. 


The I 


Kler’a Cave. 


Smuggle 
Little Liszie. 

Little Biid, Life and Adven- 
tures of. 

Luke Barnioott. 


The Boat Club, 

Little Pickles. 

The Elcheater College Bosrs 
My First Cruise. 

The Little ^es 4 |OISMdcer. 


The Delft Jug. 

Cassell’s Shilling Story l^oks. All Illustrated, and containing Interest- 
ing Stories. 


^Bunty and the Boys. 

The Heir of Elmdalo. 

The Mystery at Shonclifl 
Sohodl. . ^ 

Claimed at Last, and Roy s 

Thorns aud Tangles, . 

The Cuckoo in the Robin’s Nest. 

John’s Mistake. 

The History of Five Little 
Pitchers. 

Diamonds in tbo Sand. 

Illustrated Books for the Little Ones. Containing interesting Stories. 
All Illustrated, is. each ; cloth gilt, is. 6d. 


Surly Bob. 

The Giant’s Cradle. 
Shag and Doll. 

Aunt Lucia’s Locket. 
The Magic Mirror. 

The Cost of Revenge. 
Clever Frank. 

AmoM the Redskins. 
The ^rryman of Brill. 
Harry Maxwell. 

A Banished Monarch. 
Seventeen Cats. 


Sorambles and Sorapea. 
Tittle Tattle Tales. 

Up and Down the Garden. 
An Sorts of Adventures. 
Our Sunday Stories. 

Our Holiday Hours. 
Indoors and Out. 

Some Farm Friends. 


Wandering Ways. 

Dumb Friends. 

Those Golden Sands. 

LitUo Mothers & their Children. 
Our Prettv Pets. 

Our Sohoolday Hours. 
Creatures Tame. 

Creatures Wild. 


Albums for Children. Price 3s. 6d. 

The Chit - Chat Album. Illus- 
tratctl throujjliout. 

The New Children’s Album. 
Illustrated throughout. Cl^tlu 

The Album lor Home, School, 
and Ploy. Containing Stones by 
Popular Authors. Set in bold 
type, and Illustrated throughout. 


each. 

My Own Album of Animls. With 
Full-page Illustrations. 

Picture Album of All Sorts. With 
Full-ivige Illustrations. 

Little Polks* Holiday Album. A 
charming collection of Stories, ftc. 
Illustrated throughout. Cloth. 



Selections from Cassell # Company's Publications* 


The World’s Workers*. 'A Series of New and Original Volumes. 
With Portraits printed on el tint as Frontispiece, is. each. 

Dr. Arnold* of Bujrhy. By Rose ^ 

K, Selfe. 

The Earl of Shafteabury. By 


Henry Frtth. 

Sarah Roblnaon. ^smea Wes- 
ton, and Mrs. woredlth. By 
li. M. Tomkiitson. 

Thomas A. Edison and Samuel 
P. B. Morse. By t>r. Den&Iow 
and J, Marsh Parker. 

Mrs. Somemd^ and Mary Car- 
penter. ^i|KPhyUi*i Browne. 

General By the, Rev. 

_ S. A. Svraioe* ^ 

Charles ^Dl^^ns. By hts tndcst 

Sir 

David Livini^^one. 

Smiles. 


Daughter?" 
r Titus Salt audUGeorffo 
Moore. By J. Burfiley. 

- - ■ • ^ By Robert 


Plorence Nightingale. Catherine 
Marsh, Franoes Kidle.y Havor- 
aal, Mrs. Ranyard I’^UN.R."). 
By Lizzie AlKlralgc. 


By Lizzie AlKlridgc 

Dr. Quthne, Pother Mathew, 
Elihu Burritt. George Livesey. 
By John VV. Kirton. LI Ju. 

Sir iloury Havel ooa and Colin 
Campbell, Lord Clyde. By H. C. 
I'lullips. 

Abraham Dlnooln. By Ernest Foster. 
George MUller and Andrew Reed. 
By F. R. Pttnuin. 

Richard Cobdon. By K. Cowing. 
Be^amin PranKlin. By E. M. 
Tomkinson. 

Handel. By EHz.n Clarke (Swnlne. 
Turner the Artist, by the Rev. S. A. 
George and Robert Stopheusou. 
By C. L. .Mat6aiix. . 

Library of Wonders. Illustrated Gift-books for Boys. Paper, is. : 
cloth, xi. 6d. 

Wonderful Adventures. 1 Wonders of Bodily Strength 


Wonders ct Animal Instinct. 
Wonderful Balloon Asoents. 


and Skill. 

Wonder! ul Escapes. 
Cassell’s Blghteenpenny Story Books. Illustrated. 


Wee Wllllo Winkle. 

UpB and Downs of a Donkey's 
Life. 

Three Wee Ulster Lassies. 

Up the Ladder. 

Dmk's Hero; acM| other dtories. 

I he Chip Boy. 

Baggies, Baggies, and the 
khnpwor.- 

Roses nrora Thoms. 

Gift Books for Young People. 
Original Illustrations tne.acli. 

The Bo.v Hunters of Kentucky. 
By hcl ward S. Fills. 

Red Peather; a Ta'e ot the 
American ProuUer. By 
I'dward S. Fin*. 

Becking a City. 

^hoda's Reward: or, 
Wishes were Horses.*' 

Jack Marston's Anchor. 

Prank's Life- Battle ; or. The 
Three Friends. 

Fritters. By Sar.th Pitt. 

The Two Hardcastles By Made- 
line Bonavia Hunt, 


i 

If i 

I 


Faith's Father. 

Bv Land and Bos. 

The Young Borringtoni. • 

Jeff and Leff. 

Tom Morris’s Error. 

Worth more than G^oM. 

" Thrbugh Flood-Through Flrej 

and other Stories. 

The Gim with the C^lden Looks. 
Stories of the Olden Time. 

By Po|iii1.ir Authors, With Fogr 
Cloth gilt, i«. 6d. each. 

Major Monk’s Motto. By the Rev. 
V. I.angbri(l{;c. 

] Trixy. liy Maj^j^fie .Symington. 

Hogs and Rainbowe: A Story of 
Thanksgiving. 

Uncle Wllltam’s Cliarges; or. Tho 
Broken Trust. 

Pretty Fink’s Purpose; or. The 
Little Street Morohants. 

Tim Thomson’s Trial. By Ceorge 
W^hcrly. ' ** 

Ursula’s Stumbling-Blook, ByJulU 

lioddard, 

Ruth’s Life-Work. By the Rev. 
Joseph Johnson. 


Cassell’s Two-Shilling Story Books. Illustrated. 

Tho Pour Cats of tho Tlpportona. 
Marlon's Two Homes. 


Stories of the Tower. 

Mr. Burke’s Nteoes. 

May Cunningham's Trial. 

Tho Top of the Ladder : How to 
Little Fiotsam. (Reach it. 

Madge and Her Friends. 

Tho Children of the Court, 

A Moonbeam Tangle. 

Maid Marjory. 

Peggy, and other Tales. 

Books for Boys. 

Ships, Sailors, and tho Sea. 
By R J. Cf>rnewalbJones. Ilius- 
trated. 5s. 


Little Folks’ Sunday Book. 
Two Fourpenny Bim. 


Poor Nelly. 
Tom Her lot. 


Modem Explorers. 
Fro&t. Illustrated. 


By Thomas 
6s. 


Throtmh Peril to Fortun#. 

Aunt Tabitha’s Walls. 

In Mischief Again. 

Mohool l^rls. 

Famoim Sailors of Former Times. 
By Clements Maiklmrn. lllustr.itcd. 

9s. 0d. 

Wild Adventures In Wild Places. 
By Dr. Gordon Subles, BLN. Illus- 
trated. 6s. 




Selections from Cassell A 6qmfany*s PuhHcaiions, 

• — * T 

The “Deerfoot” Series. By Edward S. Eim. With Four full-page 
Illustrations in each Book. Cloth,* bellied boards, as. 6d. each. 

The Hunters of the Oss^. I%ii The Camp in the Mountains. 

■* War Trail. 


The liast ^ 

The “Log Cabin” Seridj. Edwa»i> S. Elus. 
page Illustrations in each. Crown 8vo;fjploth, as.^d. 


With Four Full- 
each, 


The Lost Trail. I Ounp-Firo and Wigwam. 

Forest. 


Footprints in the ] 


The ”Qreat River ” Series., By Edward S. Ellis* 
Crgwn 8 v 9, cloth, bevelled boards, as. 6d. each. 


Illustrated. 


, giOst in the WOds. 

XTp the Tapaj 08 ; or, AdventuTeain Brasil. 


The ** Boy Pioneer** Series. By Edward Ellis. With Fohr Full- 
page Illustrations in each Book. Crown 8v6J^ cloth, as. 6d. each, 
ifed in the Woods. A Tale of I Ned on .^e River. A Tale of Indian 
Early l>ays in the West. ( River Warfare. 

Ned in the Blooh House. A Story of pioneer Life in Kentucky. 

The “World In Pictures*” Illustrated throughout, as. 6d. each. 


A Ramble Round France. 

All the RussIrs. 

Chats about GHsrmany. • 

The tiana of the Pyramids 


Half-Grown Story Books. 

Little Hinges. 

Margaret*s BnQmy. « 

Ten’s Templexflies. 

Notable Snipwrecks. 

Qolden Days. j! 

Wonders of Common Things. 
Truth wilfOut. 

At the South Pole. 


Peeps into China.. 


The Slastem Wonderland fJapan). 
Olimpses of South America. 
Round Africa. » 

The Land of Tenmles (India). 

The Isles of the Paoiflo. 


Soldier and Patriot (Gleorgo Wash- 
ington). 

Piotnro of SohoOl Life and Boy- 
hood. 

The Young Man in tte Battle of 
Lli^. By the Rev. Dr Landels. 

) Glo 


The True ( 


Rev, Dr. Lani 


•ry of 
ndels. 


ofWoxhan. By the 


Three and Sixpenny Library of Standard Tales, &c, 
trated and bound in cloth gilt.'^ Crown bvo. 3s. 6d. each, 

Jwe Austen and her Works. | Peggy (^iivie> Inheritance. 
XIBsslon Life in Q-reeoe and 
Palestine, 

The Throe Hornes^ 

Deei^ale Vicarage. 

In Duty Bound. 

The Half Sisters. 

Books for the Little Ones. 

The Morry-go-Round. Poems for 
Children. Illustrated. 5s. 

Rhymes for the Young Folk, 

By Williai^ AlUnghwu. Beautifully 
Illustrated. Ss. Od.*' 

The Little Doings ' of some 
Little Folks. By Chatty Cheer- 
ful. Illustrated/ 6s. 

The Bimday Berap Book. With 
Ope lliousanaScripturs i’ictures. 

Boards, 6s.} cloth, 7a. 6d. 

Doif^ Dimple’s Scrap Book. 

Containing about 1,000 Pictures. 

' ‘ Cloth gilt, 78. ed. 

The History Scrap Book; With 
nearly 1,00c Engravings; 5s.; 
cloth, 7s. 6d. 


All Ulus- 


The Fanuly Honour, 

Esther West. 

Working to Win. 

KrUef and his Fables. By W. R. s. 

Ralston. M.A. • 

Fairy Tales. By Prof. Morley. 


Little Folks’ Pioture Album. U’ith 
168 Large Pictures. 6s. 

The Old Fairy Tales. With Driginal 
Illustrations. Boards, Is.; cl., Is.ed. 

My Diary. With’ ta Coloured Plates 
and 366 Woodcuts, la. 

Sandford and Merton; In Words of 
One Syllable. Illustrated 2s. 6d. 

The Story of Robin Hood. With 
Coloured Illustrations. 2s. Od. 

The Pilgrim’s Progress. With 
Coloured Illustrations. 2 b. 6d. 

Wee lauie Rhymes. Is. 64. 

Little OneKs weloome. Is. 6<L 

Little Qossips. Is. 6d. 

Bell. ls.6d. 
ls.6d. 


Diiig Dong B€ 
Good. Times. 


Casaell ds Compaiiy*B Complete Cataloifue wiu ht sent post 

free <m appiication to 

/till, London* 






